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Art;  I.  Botanic  Garden^  Part  II.  \  containing :thi  Lovit  of 
the  Plants  \  a  Poem.  With  PhUofophical  Notes*  VoU  //•  410; 

iis.  boards;  Johnfon,  London^  1789* 

AS  this  work  contains  a  variety  of  matter,  and  much  novelty, 
we  (hall  make  no  apology  for  prefenting  our  readers  with 
a  criticifm  of  fome  length.  The  publication  of  the  firft  part, 
which  contains  the  phyfiology  of  plants,  is  deferred  to  a'nother 
year,  for  the  purpofe  of  repeating  fome  experiments.'  The  defigii 
of  the  work  before  us  is  to  explain  the  fexualiyftem  of  Linneus, 
with  the  remarkable  properties  of  many  particular  plants.  The 
preface  contauis  a  general  account  of  the  Linnean  fyftem,  which, 
though  fliort,  is  not  only  comprehenfive,  but  perfpicuous.  The 
poem  opens  with  the  following  invocation,  well  fuited  to  the*  oc* 
cafion  and  the  feene : 

'  Defccnd,  ye  hovering  fylphs !  aerial  quires^ 

And  fweep  with  little  hands  ybur  filver  lyres ; 

With  fairy  footdeps  print  your  grafly  rings,  ^  . 

Ye  gnomes !  accordant  to  the  tinkling  ftrings; 

While  in  fofi  nptes  I  tune  to  oaten  reed  .  j 

Gay  hopes,  and  amorous  forrows  of  the  mead* 

From  giant  oaks,  that  wave  their  branches  dark. 

To  the  dwarf  mofs  that  clings  upon  their  bark, 
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What  beaux  and  beauties  crowd  the  gaudy  groves, 
And  woo  and  win  their  vegetable  loves. 

How  fnowdrops  cold,  and  blue-eyM  harebels  blend 
Their  tender  tears,  as  o’er  the  fiream  they  bend; 

The  lovc-fick  violet',  and  the  primrofe  pale. 

Bow  their  fwcet  heads,  and  u  hifper  to  the  gale ; 
With  fecret  fighs  the  virgin  lily  droops, 

And  jealous  cowflips  hang  their  tawny  cups. 

How  the  young  role  in  beauty’s  damafle  pride 
Drinks  the  warni  blufhes  of  his  bathful  bride ; 

With  honey’d  lips  enamour’d  woodbines  meet, 

Clafp  with  fond  afms;  and  mix  their  kifles  fweet. 

‘  Stay  thy  foft- murmuring  waters,  gentle  rill; 
Hirfli,  whif^ring  winds,  .ye  ruftling  leaves,  be  ilill; 
Reft,  filver  butterflies,  your  quivering  wings; 
Alight,  ye  beetles,  from  your  airy  rings ; 

Ye  painted  moths,  your  gold-eyed  plumage  furl. 
Bow  your  wide  horns,  your  fpiral  trunks  uncurl ; 
Glitter;  ye  glow-worms,  on  your  moffy  beds ; 
Dclcend,  ye  fpiders,  on  your  lengthen’d  threads; 
Slide  here,  ye  horned  fnails,  with  varnifli'd  (hells; 
Ye  bee-nymphs,  lillcn  in  your  waxen  cells! 


Thy  love,  Callitriche;  t-wo  virgins  (hare, 

Smit  with  thy  ftarry  eye  and  radiant  hair ; 

On  the  green  margin  iits  the  .youth, /and  laves 
His  floating  train  of  irelTes  in  the  waves ; 

Sees  his  fair  features  paint  the  ftreams  that  pafs,* 
And  bends  for  ever  o'er  the  watery  glafs. 

*  brother  fwains  of  Collin's  gentle  name. 
The  fame  their  features,  and  their  forms  the  faj 


‘  Vegetablt  1.  lO.  Linneus,  the  celebrated  Swedifti  naturalifl, 
has  demonitrated  that  all  flowers  contain  families  of  male  of  females, 
or  both ;  and  on  their  marriages  has  conflrufted  hw  invaluable  fyfiem 
of  botany. 

.  Slallltrichti  1.  45.  Fine-hair,  ftargrafs.  One  male  and  two  fe- 
males  inhabit  each  flower.  The  upper  leaves  grow  in  form  of  a  ftar, 
whence  it  is  called  Stellaria  Aquatica  by  Ray  and  others;  its  ftems 
and  leaves  float  far  on  the  water,  and  are  often  fo  matted  together,  as 
to  bear  a  perlbn  walking  on  them.  The  male  fometimes  lives  in  a 
feparatc  flow^er. 

‘  Collinjonia^  1.  5 1.  Two  males  one  female.  I  have  lately  bbferved 
a  very  Angular  circumftance  in  this  flower;  the  two  males  (land  widely 
diverging  from  each  other,  and  the  female  bends  herfelf  into  contadt 
irlt  with  one  of  them,  and  after  fome  time  leaves  this,  and  applies 
herfelf  to  th^  other.  It  is  probable  one  of  the  anthers  may  be  nuture 
before  the  other.  See  note  on  Qioriofa  and  Gcnifla.  The  females  in 
Mlgella,  devil  in  the  biith,  are  very  tall  compared  to  the  males ;  and 
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bending  over  in  a  circle  to  them,  give  the  flower  fome  rcfemblance 
to  a  regal  crown.  The  female  of  the  epilobium  anguftifolium,  role 
bay  willow  herb,  bends  down  amongft  the  males  for  feveral  days,  and 
becomes  upright  again,  when  impregnated. 

*  Alceay  1. 69.  Flore  pleno.  Double  hollyhock.  The  double 
flowers,  fo  much  admired  by  the  florifts,  are  termed  by  the  botanill 
vegetable  monfters ;  in  fpme  of  thefe  the  petals  are  multiplied  three 
or  four  times,  but  without  excluding  the  ftame'ns ;  hence  they  produce 
feme  feeds,  as  Campanula  and  Stramoneum  ;  but  In  others  tlie  petalf 
become  fo  numerous  as  totally  to  exclude  the  flamens,  or  males ;  as 
Caltha,  Peohia,  ^d  Alcea  f  thefe  produce  no  feeds,  and  are  termed 
eunuchs. 

‘  Insy  1.  71.  Flower  de  luce.  Three  males,  one  female.  Some 
of  the  fpecies'have  a  beautifully  freckled  flower;  tl^  large  ftigma  of 
head  of  the  female  covers  the  three  males,  counterfeiting,  a  .petal 
with  its  divifions. 

‘  CupreJJfui,  1.  73.  Cyprefs;  One  houfe.  The  males  live  In  ftpa-i 
rate  flowers,  but  on  the  fame  plant.  The  males  of  fome  of  thefe 
plants,  which  are  in  feparate  flowers  from  the  females,  have  an  elaftic 
membrane ;  which  difperfes  their  duft  to  a  confiderable  diftance  when 
the  anthers  burll  open.  This  diift,  on  a  fine  day,  may  often  be  feen 
like  a  cloud  hanging  round  the  common  nettle.  The  males  and  fe¬ 
males  of  all  the  cone-bearing  plants 'are  in  feparate  flowers,  either  on 
the  fame  or  on  different  plants  ;  they  produce  refini ;  and  many  of 
them  are  fuppofed  to  fupply  the  moft  valuable  timber;  what  is  called 
Venice- turpentine  i%  obtained  from  the  larch,  by  wounding  the  bark 
about  two  feet  from  the  ground,  and  catching  it  as  it  exudes;  fan- 
darach  is  procured  from  common  juniper ;  andincenfe  from  a  juniper 
with  yellow  fruit.  The  unpcrifhable  cherts,  which  contain  the  Egyp¬ 
tian  mummies,  were  of  Cyprefs;  and  the  cedar,  with  which  black* 
lead  pencils  are  covered,  is  not  liable  to  be  eaten  by  worms. 

‘  0/jris>  1.  jy  Two  houfes.  The  raalei  acd  females  are  on  dif¬ 
ferent  plants  i 
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With  rival  love  for  fair  Colli  nia  figh, 

Knit  the  dark  brow,  and  roll  the  unlleady  eye.'  ^ 

With  fweet  concern  the  pitying  beauty  ir.oums,  •  j  5 
And  Tooths  with  fmiles  thc'jealous  pair  by  turns. 

‘  With  vain  defires  the  pcnfive  Alcea  burns. 

And,  like  fad  Eloifa,  loves  and  riiourns.  70 

The  freckled  Iris  owns  a  fiercer  flame. 

And  three  unjealous  hulbands  wed  the  dame. 

Cuprefl'us  dark  difdains  his  dulhy  bride. 

One  dome  contains  them,  but  t-wo  beds  divide. 

The  proud  Ofyris  flies  his  angry  fair,^  75 

Tnuo  houfes  hold  the  faftiionable  pair.’  ^  . 

By  tliefe  paflages  the  reader  will  fee  how  beautifully  the  fexual 
fyftem  of  Linneus  may  be  improved  by  poetical  alluflbns ;  but 
thefe  are  not  the  only  fubjccls  in  which  our  author  Jlifplays  his 
genius  ;  even  the  dull  clafs  of  cryptogamiaj'vvhich  has  fo  often 


wearied 


*  Tremella^  373*  C I andelline  marriage.  I  have  frequently  ob- 
ferved  funguffes  of  this  ^enus  on  old  rails  and  on  the  ground  to  be-  in¬ 
come  a  iraiilparent  jelly,  aft^r  they  had  been  frozen  in  autumnal  |p 
mornings;  which  is  a  curious  property,  and  diftinguilhes  them  fiom  ^ 
fome  other  vrgetablc  inilciiage;  for  I  have  oblervcd  that  the  parte*  |1 
made  by  boilii*g  wheat-flour  in  water,  ceafes  to  be  adhefive  after  M 
hanng  been  froiicn/  'M 

.  .  "  If  , 
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wearied  many  an  induftrious  botanift,  is  made  interefting  by  a 
lively  imagination-: 

*  On  Dove’s  green  brink  the  fair  Tremclla  flood. 

And  view’d  her  playful  image  in  the  flood ; 

To  each  rude  rock,  lone  dell,  and  echoing  grove,  375 

Sung  the  fweet  forrows  of  her  Jecret  love. 

«  Oh,  flay.!— return !’— along  the  founding  Ihorc 
Cry’d  the  fad  naiads— Ihe  return'd  no  more  !— 

Now  girt  with  clouds-  tl\e  fullcn  evening  frown’d. 

And  withering  l^uruv  fwept  along  the  ground  ;  3^0 

The  mifty  moon  withdrew  her  horny  light, 

'  .  And  funk  with  Hefper  in  the  (kirt  of  night; 

No  dim  cleffric  llrtams  (the  northern  dawn). 

With  meek  eflulgence  quiver’d  o’er  the  lawn; 

'  No  liar  benignant  (hot  one  tranfient  ray  385 

*  To  guide  or  light  the  wanderer  on  her  way. 

”  Round  the  dark  craggs  the  murmuring  whirlwinds  blow. 
Woods  groan  above,  and  waters  roar  below ; 

As  o’er  the  deeps  with  paufing  foot  (he  moves. 

The  pitying  dr^ades  (hriek  amid  their  groves;  35® 

She  flies — ihe  flops — Ihe  pants— (he  looks  behind. 

And  hears  a  demon  howd  in  every  wind. 

As  the  bleak  blaft  unfurls  her  fluttering  veil. 

Cold  beats  the  fnow  upon  her  (huddering  bread; 

Through  her  numb’d  limbs  the  chill  fenfations  dart,  395 
And  the  keen  ice  bolt  trembles  at  her  heart. 

/  ‘  I  fink,  I  fall!  Oh,  help  me,  help!’  fli’e  cries, 

’  '  '  Her  fliffening  tongue  the  unfinilh’d  found  denies ; 

Tear  after  tear  adown  her  cheek  fucceeds. 

Arid  pearls  of  ke  beftrew  the  glillering  meads;  \co 

-  ‘  ‘  Congealing  fndws  her  lingering  feet  furround, 

^  .  Arrell  her  flight,' and  root  her  to  the  ground  ; 

.  With  fuppliant  arms  (he  pours  the  filcnt  prayer. 

Her  fuppliant  arms  hang  cryflai  in  the  air; 

\tu  Pellucid  films  her  Ihivering  neck  o’erfpread,  ^05 

Seal  her  mute  lips,  and  filver  o’er* her  head, 

VeiPher  pale  bofom,  glaze  her  lifted  hands. 

And  Ihrined  In  ice  the  beauteous  ftatue  ftapds^ 

Dove’s  azure  nymphs  on' each  revolving  year  "  .  * 

For  fair  Tremella  (hed  the  tender  tear ; 

With  ru(h*wove  crowns  in  fad  proceflion  move, 

•  '  And  found  the  forrowing  (hell  to  haplefs  lovCi  > 
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<  paufed  the  inufc~acrpfs  the  darken’d  pole 
Sail  the  dim  clouds,  the  echoing  thundery  roll ; 

The  trembling  wood-nymphs,  as  the  tempcll  Jowers,  41  j 
Lead  the  gay  goddefs  to  their  inmoft  bowers ; 

Hang  the  mute  lyre  the  laurel  (hade  beneath. 

And  round  her  temples  bind  the  myrtle  wreath. 

Now  the  light  fwallow,  mth  her  airy  brood, 

Skims  the  green  meadow,  and  the  dimpled  flood;  420 

Loud  (brieks  the  lone  thruih  from  hts  leaflefsHhorn, 

Th*  alarmed  beetle  founds  his  bugle  horn ; 

Each  pendant  fpider  winds  with  fingers  fine 
His  raveird  clue,  and  climbs  along  the  line; 

Gay  gnomes  in  glittering  circles  ftand  aloof  425 

Beneath  a  fpreading  mufliroom’s  fretted  roof ;  , 

Swift  bees  returning  feek  their  waxen  cells. 

And  fylphs  cling  quivering  in  the  lily’s  bells. 

Through  the  ftill  air  defeend  the  genial  (bowers, 

And  pearly  rain-drops  deck  the  laughing  flowers.’  4jo 

,  ft 

This  account  of  Tremella’s  transformation  would  have  done 
honour  to  Ovid’s  Metamorphofes,  and  is  quite  in  his  ftyle  :  the 
canto  clofes  with  the  fame  appofite  allufions  as  we  quoted  from 
the  beginning.  .  The  reader  will  obferve  the  words  particularly 
deferiptive  ot  the  dais  and  order  of  the  plants  are  in, Italics. 
At  the  end  of  each  canto  wc  arc  prefented  with  what  our  au¬ 
thor  terms  an  interlude — a  converifation  bctw’cen  himfelf  and 
his  bookfellcr.  In  thie  firft  interlude  the  fubjed  is  an  inquiry 
concerning  the  true  diftinftions  between  poetry  and  profe^  which 
our  author  conceives  to  be,  in  a  great  meafurc,  confined  to  the 
firft  admitting  no  expreffions  but  what  immediately  relate  to  the 
fenfes ;  and  the  latter  abounding  with  abftradl  ideas  ;  and  that, 
in  proportion  as  either  departs  from  thefe  diftindions,  it  in¬ 
vades  the  province  of  the  other.  This  is  follow(^  by  many  in-?, 
genious,  and,  in  fome  refpedts,  new  obfervations,  or  perfoni- 
fications,  allegories,  and  the  propriety  of  forming,  under  parti¬ 
cular  circumftances.  Ideal  beings,  and  even  a  new  creation, 
when  we  may  fuppofe  the  poflibility  of  rendering  the  judgment 
and  reafon,  for  a  time,  wholly  fubfervient  to  the  fenfes. 

The  fecond  canto  opens  with  a  defeription  of  Carlina,  the 
plumage  of  whofe  feeds  gives  the  author  another  opportunity  ctf 
indulging  his  poetical  talents  by  the  apotheofes  of  Mr.  Mont? 
golfier,  quite  in  the  ftyle  of  the  aiKients  : 

‘  Again, the  goddefs  ftrikes  the. golden  lyre. 

And  tunes  to  wilder  notes  the  warbling  wire; 

With  foft  fufpended  ftep  Attention  moves. 

And  Silence  hovers  o’er  the  lillening  groves; 

Orb  within  orb  the  charmed  audience  throng^ 

4nd  the  green  vault  reverberates  the  fong. 

A  3  f  Breathe 
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'  Breathe  foft,  ye  gales  !*  the  fair  CarUna  cricS|- 
f  Bear  on  broad  wings  yovu*  votrefs  to  the  ikies. 

*  How  fwectly  mutable  yon  orient  hues, 

'As  Morn’s  red  hand  her  opening  rofes  ftrews ; 

*  How  bright^  when  Iris,  blending  many  a  ray, 

'  Binds  in  embroider’d  wreath  the  brow  of  Day ; 

^  Soft,  when  the 'pendant  moon  with  luftres‘pale 

*  O’er  heaven's  blue  arch  unfurls  her  milky  veil;  ' 

'  While  from  the  North  iong  threads  of  filver  light 
'  Dart  on  fwift  (buttles  o’er  the  tiffued  night! 
f  Breathe  foft,  ye  zephyrs!  hear  my  fervent  iighs,. 

'  Bear  on  broad  wings  your  votrefs  to  the  ^es.’— 7— 
Plume  over  plume  in  long  divergent  lines 
On  whalebone  ribs  the  fair  mechanic  joins ; 

Inlavs  with  eider  down  the  filken  firings, ' 

And  weaves  in  wide  expanfe  Dsedalean  wings; 

Round' her  bold.fons  the  waving  pennons  binds^ 

Xnd  walks  with  angel- ftep  upon  the- winds. 

So  on  the  Ihorelefs  air  the  intrepid  Gaul 
Launch’d  the  vafi:  concave  of  his  buoyant  ball.* 
Journeying  on  high,  the- filken  caftle  glides  •  * 

Bright  as  a  meteor  through  the  azure  tides ; 

O’er  towns  and  towers  and  temples -wins  its -way. 

Or  mounts*  fublime,  and^gilds  the  .vault  of  day. 

Silent  with’upturn’d  eyes  unbreathing  crowds 
Purfue  the  floating  ‘wonder  to  the  clouds  ; 

.And,  fluih’d  with  tranfport  or; benumb’d  with  fear, 
Watch,  as  it  rlfes,  the  diminifti’d  fphere. 

Now  lefs  andjefs! - and  now  a  fpeck  is  feen !— • 

And  now  the  fleeting  rack  obtrudes  between  !•— 

With  Bended  knees,  raifed  arms,  and  fuppliant  brow, 
To  every  ihflne  with  mingled  cries  they  vow.—  . 

'  Save  him,*  ye  faints!  who  o'er  the  good  prefidc; 

*  Bear  him,  ye  winds!  ye ‘fiars  benignant  guide !’ 

The  calm  philofppher  in  ether  fails, 

*Views  broader  ftars,  and  breathes  in  purer  gales! 

Sees,  like  a  map,  in  nvany  a  waving  line, 

.Round  earth’s  blue  plains  her  lucid  waters  Ihinc; 


•  CarUna^  I.  7.  Carlinc  thifile.  Of  the  clafs  confederate  males 
The  feeds  of  this,  and  of  many  other  plants  of  the  fame  clafs,  arc 
fumilhed  with  a  plume,  by  which‘ admirable  mechanifm  they  perform 
long  aerial  joiirnies,  crolling  lakes  and  deferts,  and  arc  thus  diife- 
minated  far  from  the  original  plant,  and  have  much  the  appearance 
of  a  fhuttlecock  as  they  fly.  The  wings  a;re  of  different  confirudtion, 
fome  being  like  a  divergent  tuft  of  hair,  others  are  branched  like 
feathers,  fome  are  elevated  from  the  crown  of  the  feed  by  a  (lender 
fpot-ft^lk,  which  gives  them  a  very  elegant  appearance,  others' lit 
immediately  on  the  crown  of  the  feed.* 

Sees 
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Sees  at  his  feet  the  forky  lightnings  glow, 

And  hears  inocuous  thunders  roar  bclovy. 

- Rife,  great  Mongulfier  !  urge  thy  vehtWos  flight 

High  o’er  the  inoon^s  pale  ice-refltdlcd  light;  * 

High  o’er  the  pearly,  flar,  whofe  beamy  horn'  •  * 
Hangs  in  the  Eaft,  gay  Harbinger  of  morn  i  •  ‘  * 

Leave  the  red  eye  of  Mars'on  rapid  wing, 

Jove’s  filver  guards,  'and  Saturn’s  dufky  ring ;  •  ’  * 

Leave  the  fair  beams,,  which,  ifluing  from  afar. 

Play  with  new  luftres  round  the  Georgian  flar ; 

Shun  with  ftrong  oars  the  fun’s  attra^ivc  throne,  - 
The  burning  zodiac,  and  the  milky  zone^ ; 

Where  headlong  comets,  with  increafing  force,  •  , 
Through  other  fyftems  bend  their  blazing  courfcy-  ■  * 
For  thee  Cafliope  her  chair  withdraws. 

For  thee  the  Bear  retrafts  his  ftiaggy  paws  • 

High  o*er  the  North  thy  golden  orb  fhall  roll,  " 

And  blaze  eternal  round  the  vvond’ring  pole..  .  , 

So  Argo,  rifing  from  the  fouthern  main. 

Lights  with  new  ftars  the  blue  etherial  plain;  *  , 

With  fav’ring  beams  the  mariner  protects,  •  *  .  . 

And  the  bold  courfe,  which  flrft  it  fleer’d,  dlrcfls,^ 


Wc  pafs  over  ,  a  number  of  defcriptions  no  lefs  animated  and 
interefting  to  make  room  for  the  following,  in  whicb  our  author 
has  very  agreeably  introduced  a  fonnet : 


‘  Fair  Cifla,  rival  of, the  rofy  dawn, 

Call’d  her  light  choir;  and  trod  the  dewy  lawn  ; 


Hail’d  with  rude  melody  the  new-born. May i 
As  cradled  yet  in  April’s  lap  flie  lay. 


^  .  I  .  .  c, 

*  For  thee  the  Bear^  1.  6o.  Tibi  jam  brachia  contrahit  ardens  Scor^ 
pius.  Virg.  GeorgA,  l.  34.  ,  / 


‘  Ciftus  luhdaniferus^  !•  301.  Many  males,  one  female.  The  pc-r 
tals  of  this  beautiful  andiVagrant  fhrub,  as  well  as  of  the  Oenothera,, 
tree  primrofe,  and  others,  continue  expanding  but  a  few  hours,  falling 
off  about  noon,  or  foon  after,  in  hot  weather.  The  moft  beautifiu 
flower  of  the  cadus  grandiflorus  (fee  Cerea),  are  of  equally  fhort  du¬ 
ration,  but  have  their  cxiflence  in  the  night.  And  the  flowers  of  the 
hibifcus  trioaum  are  faid  to  continue  but  a  Angle  hour*  The  court « 
Ihip  between  the  males  and  females  in  thefe  flowers  might  jbe  eailily 
watched ;  the  males  are  laid  to  approach  and  recede  from  the  females 
alternately.  The  flowers  of  the  hibifcus  finenfis,  mutable  rofe,  livci 
in  the  Weft-Indies,  their  native  climate,,  but  one  day;  but  have  this 
remarkable  property,  they  are  white  at  the  firft  expanfion,  theni^ar^c 
to  deep  red,  and  become  pqrple  as  they  decay. 

*  The  gum  or  refin  of  this  fragrant  vegetable  is  collcftcd  fro|n  cx- 
tenfive  underwoods  of  it  in  the  Eafl,  by  a  Angular  contrivance.  Long 
leathern  thongs  are  tied  to  poles  and  cords,  and  drawn  over  tops 
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f  Born  in  yon  blaze  of  orient  fky,  jc  j 

*  Sweet  May  I  thy  radiant  form  unfold  ^ 

•  Unclqfe  thy  blue  voluptuous  eye, 

'  And  wave  thy  Ibadowy  Iocks  of  gold. 

II.*' 

•  For  thee  the  fragrant  zephyrs  blow, 

^  For  *  thee  defeends  the  funny  Ihower;  jiO 

f  The  rills  in  fpfter  murmurs  flow,*  ’  ' 

:  ’  •  And  brighter  bloffoms  gem  the  bower,  » 

'  111.  .  ‘  - 

^  Light  graces  drefs’d  in  flowery  wreath? 

‘  And  tiptoe  joys  their  hands  combine ; 

•  And  Love  his  fweet  contagion  breathes, 

*  And  laughing  dances  round  thy  (hrinc. 

f  Warm  with  new  life  the  glittering  throngs 

*  On  quivering  fin  and  ruMng  wing, 
f  Delighted  join  their  votive  fongs, 

‘  And  haU  thee  goddefs  of  ^elpring.*  329 

*  t  .  -  ‘  .  .  • 

.  .  ^  O'er  the  green  brinks  of  Severn's  oozy  bed, 

In  changeful. rings,  her  fprightly  troop  (he  led; 

Pan  tripp'd- before,  where  Eudnefs  lhades  the  mead. 

And  blew  \vith  glowing  lip  his  fevenfold  reed; 

^merging  naiads  fweird  the  jocund  ftrain,  .  .  325 

And  aped  with  mimic  ftep  the  dancing  train.  . 

'  I  faint^^I  f^l!’ - at  noon  the  beauty  cried,“ 

•  Weep'o'er  my  tomb,  ye  nymphs!' — and  funk  and  died. 
Thus,  when  white  winter  o'er  the  (hivering  clime’ 

. .  Drives  the' ftill  fnow,  or  (bowers  the  lilver  rime;  '  3 jo 

j  * •  ♦  As '  the  lone  (hepherd  o  cf  the  dazzling  rocks 

Prints  his  fleep  ftep,  and  guides  his  vagrant  flocks ; 

Views  the -green  holly  vcird  in  network  nice,'  ^ 

,  ..‘t  ' ’Her  vermil  cl ufters  twinkling  in  the  ice; 

-  •^’Admires  the  lucid  vales,  and  flumbering  floods,  .  ^  333 

Fantaftic  cataraAs,  and  cryftal  woods,.  ..j  . 

-  .  Tranfparent  towns,  with  leas  of  milk  between,  .  -  j .  , 

4  And  eyes  with  trani^ort  the  refulgent  feene:—  r*  j 
4  t  If  breaks  the  fuhlhine  o'er  the  fpangled  trees,  , 

Or  flits  on  tepid  wing  the  weftern  breeze,  ‘  .  3^0 

^  In  liquid  dews  defeends  the  tranfient  glare, 

*  And  all  the  glittering  pageant  melts  in  air.'- 

[  ^0  be  continued^  ] .  ^  ^  ^ 


.of  thefe  (hrubs  about  noon ;  which  thus  colleft  the  duft  of  the  an- 
‘  thers,  which  adheres  to  “the  leather,  and  is  'occafionally  feraped  off. 
‘  Thus,*  in  fome  degree;  is  the  manner  imitated,  in  which  the  bee  cnl- 
k£ls,  on'‘lii8  thighs  and' le^,  the  fame  material  for  the  conftruftion 
*“of  his  combs.'  *  -*  r  *  -  • 
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Art.  II.  Tl^e  Hi/lory  of  the  Decline  and  Fall  of  the  Roman  Em^ 
pire.  By  Edward  Gtbbon^  l^fl*  ^ olumes  IFj  and  VI* 
i^to.  2^.  3^*  boards.  Cadell.  London^  1788. 

[  Concluded.  ] 
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CHAPTER  TENTH  or  fixtyTeventh.— This  gives  us  a 
general  account  of  Conftantinoplc  at  this  period,  434-437 1 
the  oppofition  in  the  Greek  church  to  the  union  fettled  with  the 
Latin,  437-44O ;  the  reign  of  Amurath  the  Second  emperour  of 
the  Turks,  440-443 ;  the  Poles  and  Hungarians  engaging  in 
war  againft  the  Turks,  443-4455  fucceffes,  445.447; 

their  fwearing  to  a  peace,  breaking  their  oath,  and  renewing  the 
war,  447-448;  their  defeat,  448-451;  the  family,  life,  and 
death  of  him  who  perfuaded  the  perjury,  451-452;  the  family 
of  him  who  commanded  the  army,  his  life  to  his  defeat,  his 
life  afterwards,  and  his  fon"s,  452-454;  the  birth  and  educa¬ 
tion  of  Scanderbeg,  454-456 ;  his  revolt  from  the  Turks,  456- 
457;  his  valour,  457-458;  his  death,  458-459;  the  accelfion 
of  Conftantine,  the  laft  of  the  emperours,  to  the  throne  of  the 
empire,  459-460  ;  tlie  embaffies  of  Phranza  for  him,  460-462; 
and  the  ftate  of  the  Byzantine  court,  462-463.  This  fhort 
chapter  of  not  more  than  thirty  pages,  is  fiill  of  digrelfions. 
Mr.  Gibbon  is  fo  much  in  the  haoit  of  digreffing,  that’he  cannot 
refift  the  temptation.  And  the  naturally  flender  (hape  of  his 
hiftory,  requires  to  be  ftufted  out  with  wadding  and  wool  to  the 
bulk  wanted.  The  account  of  the  oppofition  to,  the  union  in 
the  Greeks,  is  juft  as  digrelSonal ;  as  the  narrative  of  the  union 
before.  It  has  no  relation*  to  the  hiftory.  It  haftened  not-  the 
fall,  before  it  was  accomplifhed.  .It  delayed  not  the  fall,  after¬ 
wards.  It  has  no  influence  upon  the*  civil  hiftory  at  all.  Not 
a  pin  ©r  a  wheel  in  the  political  machine,  is  affedted  by  it.  But 
Mr.  Gibbon  proceeds  to  ftill  worfer  digreffions.  He  gives  us 
the  hiftory  of  the  Poles  and  Hungarian^,  in  their ‘wars  with  the 
Turks.  He  adds  the  hiftory  of  Scanderbeg,  in  his  revolt  from 
the  Turks,' and  in  his  wars  with  them.  He  dwells  upon  both, 
with  all  the  circumftantiality  of  particular  hiftory.  ^'And  he  fu- 
peradds  to  the  former,  an  account  of  the  family,  life,  and  death 
of  him,  who  perfuaded  the  Poles  and  Hungarians  to  renew  the 
war ;  of  the  family  of  him,  who  commanded  their  army  in  the 
prefent  and  die  former  war;  bf  his  life  to  hi^  defeat,  even  of 
his  life  afterwards,  and  even  of  his  fon’s  too.  Yet,  in  both 
thefe  wars,  how  is'the  decline  and  fall  of  the  empiro  concerned? 
^Te  PoliQi  and  Hungarian  wars,  we  are  exprefsly  told  in  445, 
the  emperour  ‘  fcems  to  have  promoted  by  his  wifhes,  and  in- 
f  jured  by  his  fears,’  During  thefe,  he  *  engaged  to  guard  the 

^  Bolphoru^ 
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*  Rofphorus*  (p.  445) ;  but,  ‘  according  to  fome  writers, — had 
‘  been  awed  or  Teduced  to  grant  the  pafFage’  (p.  449).  This 
was  all  his  concern  in  the  bufinefs.  If  this  could  make  it  proper 
to  fliew  the  debility  of  the  empire,  in  its  being  ‘  awed  or  I'e- 

*  duced’  to  break,  its  own  ftipulation  in  the  alliance ;  then  the 
war  fhould  have  been  noticed  flightly,  in  proportion  to  the 
flight  concern  of  the  empire  in  it.  But  indeed  it  fhould  not  have 
been  noticed*  at  all.  It  was  not  one  of  the  ‘  important’  cir- 
cumftances,  in  the  decline  and  fall  of  the  empire.  It  was  ftill 
lefs  one  of  ‘  the  moji  important.’  And  none  but  thefe  were  to 
be  noticed.  Mr.  Gibbon  however  advances  an  argument  for 
mentioning  tlie  wars  of  Scanderbeg,  and  of  the  Poles  and  Hun- 
gaiians  united;  that  ‘  they  are  both  entitled  to. our  notice, 

*  their  occupation  of  the  Ottoman  ^nns  delayed  the  ruin  of  the 

‘  Greek  empire’  (p.  454)*  ‘  Entitled  to  our  notice^  they  may 

be.  But  are  they  to  a  particular  and  circumftantial  defeription? 
^his  he^/wr,  though  he  talki  only  of  that.  Yet  thefe  wars,  it 
is  alleged,  diverted  the  arms  of  the  Turks  and  delayed  the  ruin 
of  the  empire.  On  the  fojjie  principle  however,  he  might  no¬ 
tice,  and  even  deferibe,  every  which  the  Turks  were  en¬ 

gaged,  every  negociation  in  which  they  were  concerned,  every 
commotion  among  their  people,  and  even  every  fever,  or  every 
pleafure,  which  detained  their  fovereign  from  war.  And  acr 
cordingly  Mr.  Gibbon  deferibes  to  us  in  this  very  chapter,  the 
reign  of  Amurath  tlie  Second  emperour  of  the  Turks,  becaufe  he 
did  not  attack  Conftantinople,  during  the  abfence  of  the  empe- 
perour  in  the  Weft;  when  this  very  point  had  been  noticed  in 
p.  402  -before,  when  it  is  merely  negative^  and  when  he  might  as 
juftly  have  given  us  the  hiftory  of  all  the  furrounding  nations. 
But  digreiTions  produce  digrellions.  Refigning  himfelf  up  to 
the  inviting  hiftorics  of  Scander.beg’s  and  the  Hungarian  wars, 
he  feqls,  himfelf  allured  ftill  farther.  The  more  he  defeends 
from  the. natural  road,  at  the  top  of  the  precipice;  he  feels  it 
the  more  difficult  to  reftrain.his  cour/e,  and  goes  on  with  the 
more  headlong  violence.  He  could  not  but  dejeribe  the  birth  and 
charadter  of  Scanderbeg,  previous  to  his  w^ars  with  the  Turks. 
He  could  net  but  deferibe  the  family  and  life  of  him,  who  occafioned 
the  fecond  war  of  the  Hungarians  and. Poles  with  the  1  urkL 
He  could  not  but  dejeribe  the  family  of  him,  \v\\o  conduced  the 
Poles  and  Hungarians  in  both  thefe  wars ;  his  life  before  the  de¬ 
feat;  even  his  life  after  it;  and  even  his  very fonh  too.  And 
he  has  thus  clapped  a  large  and  coloured  badge  upon  the  patched 
mantle  of  his  .hiftory,  that  ferves  to  mark  its  poverty,  and  his 
diftrefs,  to  every  eye.  There  are  therefore  only  four  articles 
out  ot  fixteen  in  this  chapter,  that  have  any  juft  connection  with 
it ;  the  firli,  concerning  Conftantinople ;  and  the  three  lalt, 
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conccrniii?^  the  acceflion  of  Conftantine  to  the  throne,  the  em^ 
baffles  which  he  lent,  and  the  dtate  of  his  court.  7'hree  even 
of  thefe  are  hardly  to  be  reckoned,  among  the  ‘  moil  impor- 
‘  tant  circumftances'  of  the  decline. and  fall  of  the  empire.  But 
the  intermediate  points,. are  entirely  the  very  wantonnefs  and 
vyhimficaliiefs  of  digreffion. 

P.442.  ‘  Voltaire— admires  le  phllofophe  Turc;  would  he 
*  have  beftowed  the  fame  praife  on  a  Chriftian  prince,  for  retir- 
‘  ing  to  a  monaftery  In  his  wav,  Voltaire  was  a  bigot,  an  in- 
‘  tolerant  bigot."  We  have  produced  this  paffage,  in  order  to 
honour  the  fairnefs  of  it.  It  is  indeed  an  allonifliing  proof  of 
fairnefs,  in  Mr.  Gibbon.  It  is  a  vivid  flafli'  of  ingenuoufnefs, 
breaking  through  the  deep  gloom  of  his  anti-chriftian  prejudices. 
And  we  therefore  behold  it  with  wonder,  and  mark  it  with  ap- 
plaufc.  But  it  is  the  more  allonilhing,  when  w:e  confider  the 
character  to  :be  equally  adapted  to  Mr.  Gibbon  himfelf,  as  to 
Voltaire.  The  keen  atmofphe.re  of  feverity,  which  coritiriually 
wraps  Mr.  Gibbon  round  when  he  fpeaks  of  Jiidaifm  and  of 
Chriftianity;  fhews  clearly  the  inclement  rigour  of  his  fpirit  to¬ 
wards  them.  The  faucy  llrain  of  authority  too,  with  which  he 
prefumes  to  didlate  upon  points  of  divinity,  to  penetrate  with  a 
glance  throughjall  the  folds  of  the  moft  complicated  .doctrines, 
and  to  decide  in  an  inftant  upon  myfteries,  that  he  has  never 
I  familiarifed  to  his  mind ;  marks  plainly  that  high  conceit  and 
overweening  confidence  of  opinion,  which  always  forms  the 
ftuff  and  fubftance^f  a  perfecutor.  And  the  imperious  tone  of 
^  infolence  with  which  he  fpeaks  of  divines,  even  in  their  .own 
I  province ;  men  likely  to  have  as  good  talents  from  nature,  as  any 
infidel  in  the  kingdom ;  men,  fure  to  improve  them  in  the  bu- 
finefs  of  their  own  profefiion,  by  the  general  habits  of  a  fcholafticic 


education,  and  by  their  particular  attention  to  their  profcflional 
ftudics ;  and  men,  actually  ftiining  in  every  department  of  fciencc, 
and  peculiarly  eminent  in  their  own,  as  all  the  world  can  wit- 
nefs  ;  is  not  merely  to  infult  the  common-ferife  of  mankind,  but 
[  to  betray  the  violence  of  the  inquifitor"  under  the  moderation 
■  of  the  philofopher ;  beneath  the  gown  and  the  furs  of  religious 
apathy,  to  difclofe  the  flame-coloured  veft  of  perfecution ;  and 
•to  prove  Mr.  Gibbon  in  his  way,"  to  be  equally  with  VcJtairc 
in  his^  ‘  a  bigot,  an  intolerant  bigot." 

Chapter  eleventh  or  fixty-eighth.-r— rrln  this  arc  the  cha¬ 
racter  of  Mahomet  II.  emperour  of  the  Turks,  464-466;  his 
'  reign,  466-468  ;  his  unfriendlinefs  towards  the  Roman  empire, 
468-469;  his  avowal'of  intended  hollilities,  469-470;  the  he - 
litating  conduct  of  the  empire,  470-471;  the  provoking  and 
hoftile  behaviour  of  the  Turks,  471-473;  the  preparations  of 
fhc  Turks  lor  the  fiege  of  Conllaiitinopic,  473-475;  the  great 
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cannon,  4.75-477;  the  preparations  of  the  Greeks  for  the  de¬ 
fence  of  Conftantinople,  477-478 ;  Mahomet  advancing  and 
beginning  the  fiege,  478;  the  forces  of  the  Turks,  478-479; 
thofe  of  the  Greeks,  479  480  ;  the  emperour  having  previoully 
fought  for  aid  from  the  Weft,  by  an  offered  union  of  the 
churches,  480-481;  a  Latin  prieft  that  officiated  at  St.  Sophia’s^, 
having  raifed  a  great  ferment  among  the  Greeks,  481-483;  the 
behaviour  of  the  Greeks  in  the  hrft  part  of  the  fiege,  484; 
that  of  the  Turks,  484-485;  the  effeft  of  thcTurkifh  batte¬ 
ries,  485;  the  advance  of  the  Turks  to  the  ditch,  485-486; 
their  attempt  to  fill  the  ditch  baffled,  486;  the  Turks  attempt¬ 
ing  mines,  but  again  baffled,  486;  other  expedients  tried  by 
them,  486-487;  a  breach  made,  but  the  Turks  beat  off  for  the 
day,  487;  at  night  the  breach  built  up  again,  487;  fome  vcflels 
breaking  through  the  whole  Turkifh  fleet,  and  bringing  fuc- 
cours,  487-490;  Mahomet  inclining  to  difeontinue  the  fiege, 
but  refolving  upon  another  effort,  490 ;  tranfporting  his  navy 
over  land  into  the  harbour,  491 ;  attacking  the  wall  of  the  city 
there,  492;  the  city  reduced  to  diftrefs,  492;  being  in  dif- 
fcnlions,  493 ;  the  T urks  preparing  to  give  the  aflault,  493-495 ; 
the  Greeks  preparing  for  the  expeiled  aflault  of  the  morning, 
495-496;  the  aflault  given,  496-498;  the  Turks  gaining  the 
walls,  498-499;  the  emperour  flain,  499-500;  the  Turks  en-r 
tering  the  city,  500  ;  thexonfufion  of  the  inhabitants,  500-50 1; 
.the  (jreeks  made  captives,  502 ;  their  treatment,  502-503  ;  the 
pillage  of  the  city,  504-505*;  Mahomet  entering  into  it,  505- 
507;  his  behaviour,  507-508 ;  his  repeopling  and  adorning  the 
city,  508-510;  the  future  hiftory’of  the  Imperial  family  to  its 
extinftion,' 511-514 ;  a  refolution  made'in  the  Weft  foracru- 
fide  againft  the  Turks,  but  ending  in  nothine:,  514-516;  even 
though  Mahomet  invades  Italy,  5J^*5^7*  this  interefting 
chapter, ‘  we  meet  with  little  of  that  everlafting  difgrace  of  Mr, 
Gibbon’s  chapters,  the  impertinence  and  abfurdity  of  digrelfions. 
There  is  fo  little,  that  we  fhall  not  notice  it.  And  we  are  happy 
to  clofe  the  aBual  narrative’ of  the  eaftern  empire,  in  a  chapter 
fo  juftly  conne6led  ' with  the  hiftorj",  and  forming  fuch  a  regular 
conclulion  to  it. 

Falfe  language.  P.  469.  ^  I  regret  the  map  or  plan*  [he 
(hould  have  faid,  ‘  I  regret  the  want  of  the  map  or  plan*  J  ‘  which 
f  Tournefort  fent  to  the  French  minifter  of  the  marine.’ 
P.  470.  ^  To  approve^  [he  ftiould  have  faid,  to  make  proof  of'\ 
*  their  patience  and  long-futFering.*  P.  490.  ‘  That  Conftan- 
‘  tinople  would  be  the  term  of  the  Turkifti  conquefts.* — P.  491. 
‘  I  could  wifti — to  prolong  the  term  of  one  night.*  P.  499.  ‘The 
^  Greeks,  now  driven  from  the  vantage  ground^  meaning  the  top 
of  the  wallsJ  ¥.  f  The  term  of  the  hirtoric  labours  of  Jobi 
^  Sagredo/ 
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We  have  noticed  before  the  mean  and  vulgar  fpite  of  Mr.  Gib¬ 
bon,  againft  the  Jews.  It  breaks  out  remarkably  again,  in  this 
chapter.  *  What  ufe  or  merit,’  he  lays  in  p.  465  concerning 
a  Turkilh  emperour,  who  was  learning  Chaldaick  with  Ibmu 
other  languages,  ‘  could  recommend  to  the  ftatefman  or  fcholar, 

‘  the  uncouth  diale£l  of  hU  Hebrew  flaves  ?'  The  fpite  of  Mr. 
Gibbon  here  is  pure  frenzy.  But  let  us  now  alk  at  the  dole. 
What  is  the  caufe  of  this  marked  refeutment  againft  the  Jews, 
that  runs  through  his  whole  hiftory?  We  naturally  attributed 
it  at  firft,  to  that  union  of  charader  and  of  intereft,  which  Ju- 
daifm  has  the  honour  to  (hare  with  Chriftianity.  Yet,  on  re- 
vifing  the  whole,  we  fee  the  rcfeniment  is  too  violent,  to  bo 
.merely  the  refult  of  fuch  a  collateral  connexion.  Something 
more  operative  than  any  principle  of  unbelief,  muft  have  occa- 
fioned  it.  We  therefore  believe  it  to  be  this.  Mr.  Gibbon^ 
we  have,  other  reafons  for  thinking,  has  been  fufficiently  ac¬ 
quainted  with  the  ufurious  part  of  the  modern  Ifraelites,  to  have 
fuffered  fame  of  their  ufual  deeds  of  opprejjion  in  his  ewn.perfon. 
The  feeling  of  this  is  conftantly  floating  upon  his  mind,  we 
fuppofe,  and  is  conftantly  giving  a  pungency  to  his  Ipeculations 
of  dillike.  And  this  has  united  with  his  principles  in  the  pre- 
fent  inftance,  we  believe,  .to  work  him  up  into  a  frenzy  of  illi¬ 
terate  fanaticifm,  againft  the  whole  race. 

Yet  we  fee  in  this  chapter  a  ftroke  of  ingenuoufnefs, -that 
ought  to  be  ranked  with  the  remarkable  one  before.  ‘  'rhefe 
‘  antials,’  he  fays  in  p.  471  concerning  tiie  Turkilh  annals' of 
Cantemir,  ‘  unlefs  we  are  fwayed  by  anticht  ijHan  prejudices,  are 
‘  far  lefs  valuable  than  the  Greek.’  This  is  another  flalh  of 
ingenuoufnefs,  not  fo  ftrong  and  vivid  as  the  former,  but  very 
limilar  to  it.  The  ftroke  of  this  lightning  too,,  we  believe, 
is  equally  with  the  force  of  that  direded  at  the  head  of  Voltajre. 
Mr.  Gibbon  appears  to  have  conceived  a  nioft  un-brotherly  ha¬ 
tred,  for  an  hiftorian  who  is  very  like  himfelf,  lively,  abfurd, 
a  fallifler,  and  an  infidel.  He  is  not  fuch  an  impertinent  di- 
grefl'or  as  Mr.  Gibbon,  we  apprehend ;  and  Mr.  Gibbon,  wc 
prefume,  is  not  fuch  a  fuperficialift  in  hiftory  as  he.  Mr.  Gib¬ 
bon  therefore  had  once,  w’C  know,  a  very  natural  fympathy  for 
the  hiftorical  charader  of  Voltaire.  Yet  he  has  now  a  pointed 

averfion  to  him.  ‘  See  Voltaire - ’,  he  fays  in  this  very  chap- 

ter  p.  476  :  ‘  he  was  ambitious  of  univerfal  monarchy  ;  and  the 
‘  poet  frequently  afpires  to  the  name  and  Jiyle  of  an  ajirononur,  a 
‘  chymift,  &c.’  In  p.^ 495  he  adds,  that  ‘  the  zeal  of  Vol- 
‘  taire  is  and  even  ridiculous.'  But  how  nicely  does 

Mr.  Gibbon  again  dalh  out  the  very,  portrait  of  himlelfj  in  this 
fecond  charader  of  Voltaire !  ‘  He’,  too  is  ‘  ambitious  of  uni- 

‘  verfal  monarchy  i  and//Ae.  frequently  afpires  to  the 
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*  name  and  ftyle  of  an  aftronomer,  a  chymift,  &c. and,  vq 
frequently  too,  ‘  the  pious  zeal  of  Air.  Gibbon  is  cxceflive,  an 
‘  even  ridiculous/  So  juftly  has  Mr.  Gibbon  given,  us  hi 
own  face.  In  his  angry  attempts  to  draw  the  deformed  one  oi 
Voltaire!  This  vain  old  man  of  P^erney,  the  perpetual  praterj 
©f  infidelity  to  his  nunierous  vifitants,  had  (hewn  fome  difrefpcc^ 
to  Mr.  Gibbon  (we  fuppofcj  during  his retreat  into  Swit¬ 
zerland,  had  ftung  his  pride,  and  had  prov^ed  his  choler.  And 
Mr.  Gibbon  himfelf  becomes  half  a  Chriftian  at  times,  we  fee, 
in  mere  oppofition  to  Voltaire.  Such  are  the  principles  and 
practices,  of  thefe  mock-doiiors  in  philofophy!  But  let  it  alfo  b;  | 
obferved^  that  Mr.  Gibbon’s  animofity  is  as  prudent^  as ,  it  is 
ftrong*  He  attacks  not  Voltaire  in  this  bold  manner,  till  he 
comes  near  to  the  conclufion  of  his  work.  And  Voltaire,  as 
well  as  Dr.  Johnfon,  was  dead  \  before  the  hero  prefumed  to 
aflault  him.  Such  is  the  gallantry  of  a  writer,  who  would  croudt 
before  the  living  lion,  and  trample  upon  the  dead  one! 

.  Contradl^iom.  P.  467. '  Text.  Mahomet  ‘  removed  the  caufj 

*  of  fedition,-by  the  deaih^  the  inevitable  ieea^hy  cf  his  infant  bro- 
^  ihersJ*  Note.  ‘  Calapin,  one  oi  thefe  royal  infants^  was  faved  fronh^ 

*  his  cruel  brother.^  What  was  un-a voidable  is  actually  avoided,  and 

what  was  dead  is  raifed  to  life  again.  P.  476.  Mr.  Gibbon  very 
properly  appeals,  in  oppofition  to  the  fcepticifm  and  chemiftryot 
Voltaire,  to  a  lingular  fail  in  Baron  de  Tott’s  Memoirs.  Yet, 
when  he  has  done  this  in  the  note  and  text,  he  adds  finally  to 
the  note  thus :  ‘  but  that  adventurous  traveller  does  not  pojfej]  1 
‘  the  art  oi  gaining  our  confidence.^  And  Mr.  Gibbon  thus  coun¬ 
termines  himfelfi  ‘  His  foh,’  Mr.  Gibbon  tells  us  pi  5O3  con¬ 
cerning  a  youth,  whom  the  T urkilh  emperour  wanted  to  abuk  : 
un-naturally,  ‘  — - preferred  death  to  infamy,  and  w'^as  llabbcd 

*  by  the  royal  lover.’  ^'he  note  at  firjl  confirms  this  peremp¬ 
tory  account.  ‘  See  Phranza,’  it  fays  concerning  the  very  la-  \ 
ther  of  this  youth  ;  ‘  his  expreffions  are  pofiiivei  He  then  quotes 
them;  And,  after  all,  he  fays  thus  :  yet  he  could  only  learn 

*  from  report  . the  bloody  or  impure  feenes,  that  were  acted 

*  the  dark  recell'cs  of  ^thc  feraglio.’  Like  Sampfon,  blind  in  his 
ftrength,  he  is  tugging  at  the  very  pillars  that  protect  himfelf,  and 
going  to  tear  down  the  edifice  upon  his  owui  head; 

We  have  now  purfued  the  hiftbry  of  the  eaftern  empire,  to 
its  final  extinblion  in  the  reduction  of  Conifantinople  by  the 
.Turks.  Yet,  to  our  furprize,  we  find  Air.  Gibbon's  hiltory  of 
it  not  compleated.  His  tragedy  is  ended,  but  he  claps  an  epi¬ 
logue  to  the  tail  of  it;  He  has  no  lefs  than  three  cHajfters  of 
hiltory  more.  But-  what  can  he  find  to  fav  upon  the  fubjecl,  - 
after  fo  many  digreflions  to  the  right  and  left,  and  with  fuch  2 
fweeping  coiKlufion  to  the  whole?  This  Appian  way,  having 
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liiii  many  a  league,  broad  and  lofty,  the  admiration  of  numbers, 
ilid  the  theme  of  all ;  but- more  confpicuous  than  ufeful,  a  mo- 
iillmcnt  more  of  vanity  and  oilentation  in  the  conftrudtor,  than 
of  fervice  and  benefit  to  the  world  }  and  having  turned  afide  re* 
ft^.tedlv  in  its  progrefs,  to  take  in  towns  and  to  traverfe  re¬ 
gions,  'that  were  not  in  its  natural  line,  and  are  now  deferred  by 
Si  who  parfue  that-,  at  laft  lofes  itfelf  near  the  end  of  its  courfe, 
by  plunging  into  the  body  of  a  great  bog.  ‘  The  final  extinc* 
‘  Oon,’  fays  Mr.  Gibbon  in  p.  511,  ‘  of  the  two  lalt  dynafties 
*■  %hich  have  reigned  in  Conftantinople,  Jhould  terminate  the  de- 
«  dine  and  fall  of  the  Roman  empire  in  the  Eaft.’  Yet,  in  the 


veiiy  next  paragraph  he  goes,  to  the  ‘  grief  and  terror  of  Europe,' 
iiSon  the  lofs  of  Conftantinople.  ‘  As  I  am  now,’  he  adds  in 


P*  5*  7>  ‘  taking  an  everlajiing  farewell  of  the  Greek  empire,’  he 
fubjoins  a  fliort  note  concerning  fome  of  his  authors.  And, 
iftc  r  an  ‘  everlafting  farewell’  of  his  fubjeff,  what  can  even  this 
Uhiverfal  gleaner  find  to  colletit  ?  He  finds  matter,  that  miifl: 
futprize  every  reader.  It  thoroughly  aftonifhed  us,  ufed  as  we 
•were  to  the  rambling  genius  of  his  hiftory,  when  we  firft  bc- 
Md  it.  Much  as  we  have  dwelt  upon  his  itrange  excurfions 
btfore,  and  much  as  we  prepared  ourfclves  for  a  continuance  or 
an  enlargement  of  them,  we  did  not  expetSl  fuch  a  wildgoofe  ex- 
curfion  as  this.  Nor  will  the  reader  be  lefs  fiirprized,  when 
Wc  tell  him  what  it  is.  He  cannot  poflibly  conjecture.  And 
he  muft.look,  and  ftare,  and  wonder,  when  he  hears.  ‘  Nor- 
l*:  §iall  I  difmif.  the  prefent  work,’  fays  Mr.  Gibbon  in  p.  519, 
fas  he  firft  difclofes  this  amazing  codicil  to  his  long  w/7/,  ‘  till  I 
*  have  reviexved  the  ftate  and  revolutions  of  the  Roman  city,' 


>  abuk  meaning  Rome,  the  late  capital  of  the  late  .empire'  of  the  Weft,- 
ftabbed  the  hiftory  of  which  was  terminated  in  the  redudlion  of  the  ca- 
'•cremp-  at  the  clofe  of  the  third  volume  ;  ‘  which’  city  of  Rome 

cry  fa-  ^'acquiefeed  under  the  dominion  of  the  popes,  about  the  fame 
quotes  ^  tifne  that  Conftantinople  was  enflaved  by  the  Turkifh  arms/ 

^  lean]  'The  poor,  feeble,  and  petty  pretence,  for  tacking-cti  (\xz\\  a  hiftorv 

ted  ia  to  the  hiftory  preceding,  is  merely,  we  fee  ;  that  the  main  point  of 

in  his  h  is  almoft  coincident  in  time^  with  the  concluding  point  of  the 

;lfj  and  5ther.  Never  perhaps  did  digrefiion  attempt  to  cover  its  wan- 

tonnefs,  with  fuch  thin  and  ragged  fh reds  before.  Yet  with 
ire,  to  Aefe  does  Mr.'  Gibbon  go  on,  through  a  cumbrous  epilogue 

by  the  of  no  lefs  than  one  hundred  and  twenty -eight  pages  in  quarto.  We 

ory  of  (hall  therefore  excufe  ourfclves,  from  reviewing  thefe  chapters  as 

1  cpi-  have  reviewed  the  others.  We  fhall  only  give  our  ufual 

ters  of  ^  abftraii  of  each,  that  our  readers  may  not  take  our  words  for  this 
ibjecl,  ^enormous  and  exorbitant  digreflion,  but  may  fee  it  themfclvcs  ; 
fuch  a  Jr  and  that  they  may  not  comprehend  it  merely  in  general,  but 
laving  ^  mark’ it  in  all  its ‘full  and  affeding  details  '  liht  contradiffionsy 
run  1^ tlic 
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the  r/i.7/rfry,  tlvsA  mijlakes^  we  fliall  pafs  over  entirely.  ,Fof 
who  can  Itop  to  count  the  ftars,  when  a  large  meteor  is  ftreani- 
ing  before  his  eyes  ? 

In  chapter  the  twelfth  or  fixty-ninth,  we  fee  the  French 
and  German  emperours  of  Rome,  519-520 ;  the  turbulence  of 
the  Romans  towards  them,  520-521 ;  the  authority  of  the  Popes 
in  Rome,  521-523;  the  turbulence  of  the  Romans  towards 
them2X(o^  523-526;  particular  inftances  of  this,  5^6-528;  the 
general  character  of  the  Romans  at  chis  period,  528-529  ;  a  re¬ 
volt  at  Rome,  529-532;  the  revolters  reduced,  532-533;  the 
old  republican  government  revived  in  part,  533-535  ;  th^  Ca¬ 
pitol  fortified,  535-536  ;  the  coinage  of  money  given  to  the 
ienate,  536-537  ;  the  prsefeil:  of  the  city  appointed  by  the  fenate 
and  the  people,  537-538  ;  the  number  and  choice  of  the  fenate, 
538-539;  the  office  of  fenator  of  Rome,  539-540 ;  an  account 
of  one,  Brancaleone,  540-541 ;  of  another,  Charles  of  Anjou, 
541-542;  of  another.  Pope  Martin  IVth,  542;  of  another, 
Emperor  Lewis  of  Bavaria,  542  ;  the  addrefs  of  Rome  to  one  of 
the  German  emperours,  542-544;  another  addrefs  to  another 
emperour,  544-545  ;  the  reply  of  the  latter,  545-546 ;  his 
inarch  to  Rome  in  favour  of  the  pope,  546 ;  his  befieging 
Rome,  and  being  baffled,  546-547;  the  wars  of  the  Romans 


W'ith  'the  neighbouring  towns,  547-549 ;  the  eledlion  of  the 
popes  by  the  fenate  and  people,  53C ;  by  the  cardinals  alone, 
550-551 ;  the  inftitution  of  the  conclave,  551-552  ;  the  people 
claiming  a  right  to  cle6l,  552-553  ;  but ‘finaUy  giving  it  up,  553; 
the  abfence  of  the  popes  from  Rome,  553-555  ;  their  tranflation 
of  the  holy  fee  to  Avignon,  555-557 ;  the  inftitution  of  thc 
jubilee,  557-560;  the  nobles  or  barons  of  Rome,  560-561; 
the  family  of  Leo,  &c.  561-562;  of  the  Colonna,  562-565; 
and  of  the  Urfini,  565-566.  I'his  chapter  of  ntdv  forty’-pagesj 
is  obvioufly  upon  the  face  of  the  abftra^t,  almoft  as  abrupt  as 
it  is  digreHional,  and  as  frivolous  as  it  is  devious. 

In  chapter  the  thirteenth  or  feventicth,  we  have  an  ac¬ 
count  of  Petrarch,  567-57O  ;  his  poetic  coronation  at  Rome; 
570-571;  birth,  chara^er,  and  patriotic  defigns  of  one  RienzI 
at  Rome,  572-574;  his  afluming  the  government  of  Rome; 
574.-576;  his  taking  the  title  of  tribune^  5/6;  his  new  regu¬ 
lations,  576-578;  the  freedom  and  profpefity  of  Rome  under 
him,  578-580;  his  being  refpeded  in  Italy,  &c.  580-581;  his 
vices  and  follies,  581-583;  his  being  knighted  and  crowned, 
583-585;  the  rifing  envy  of  the  people  againft  him,  585;  the 
nobles  confpiring  againft  him,  585-586  ;  his  feizing,  ebndemn- 
ing,  pardoning,  and  rewarding  them,  5^6-587 ;  their  rifing  in 
arms  againft  him  out  of  the  city,  587;  attempting  to  enter  it; 
but  beaten  off,  588 ;  Rieiui  alienating  the  people  more,  588-589 ; 
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ihFing  excommunicated* by  the  j>ope,  and  abdicating  the  govern- 
^nent^  *590-,  feuds  again  at  Rome,  59^*591 5  revolt,  591; 

WRienzi’s  return  to  power,  591;  his  adventurers  after  he  had  ab- 
.cheated,  591-593 This^being  made  fenator  of  Rome,  '593;  his 
condua,  593-494;*  his  being  maffacred  in  a  tumult,^  594*59^  > 

1  Petrarch’s  inviting  and  upbraiding  the  em'perour  Charles  IV^ 
-595.596;  his  requetting  the  popes  to  return  to  Rome,  596-597; 
their  return,  597;  their  leaving  Rome  again,  and  finally  return¬ 
ing  to  it,  597-599;  a  poj^e  and  anti-pope,  599-601;  a  fchifm, 
.6c^;  calamities  of  Rome,  601-602;  negotiations  for  union, 
-603-604;  the  fchifm  Inflamed,  604-605;  at  laft  healed,  605- 
606 ;  the  coinage  of  money  refumed  by  the  popes,  606-607  ; 
the  laft  revolt  of  Rome;  607  ;  laft  coronation  of  a  CJerman  em- 
perour  at  Rome,  608  ;  the  government  and  laws  of  Rome  un¬ 
der  the  popes,  608-610;  a  confpiracy  againft  the  popes,  610- 
612;  butcrulhed,  612;  laft  diforders  of  the  nobles  of  Rome, 
.‘612-613’;  the  popes  acquiring  the  abfolute  dominion  of  Rome, 
613-615;  and  the  nature  of  the  ecclefiaftical  government  of 
Rome,  6 1 6-6 1 8.  This  chapter  of  more  than  fftypages^  is 
merely  a  military  cheft  ’of  the  old  Romans,  a  paymalter’s  hoard 
of  brafs  far  things.  The’  only  parts,  that  can  attract  our  atten¬ 
tion  at  all,  are  the  internal  convulfions  of  Rome.  But  Rome 
'is  now  fo  infignificant  in  itfelf,  and  become  fo  from  being  latefy 
.fo  fignificant ;  that,  though  its  diflenfions  are  nearly  on  as  large 
a  'fcale  as  thofe,  which  embroiled  its’  infiint  ftate,  yet  they  are 
nothing  to'  the  mind,'  in  this  its  fecond  Infancy.  And  after  all 
the  grand  events,  that  have  been  brought  into  the  compafs  of 
this  hiftory,  like  the  wild  beads  into  the  pit  of  a  Roman  amphi- 
"tlicatre,  fome  from  the  neighbouring  regions,  moft  from  the 
diftant  and  fequeftered  parts  of  the  globe,  and  all  to  exhibit 
theml’elves  in  their  boldelt  attitudes  before  us;  the  fquabbles  of 
a  town  in  Italy;  that  had  fome  ages  before  been  the  capital 
of  the  world,  had  then  become  the  capital  of  the  Weft,  and  was 
now  merely  the  capital  of  a  diftridf,  are  little  better  to  the  raifed 
^nceptions  of  the  reader,  than  the  difputes  of  the  rnjfs  and  the 
Sieves  among  the  birdSk  .  ' 

.  In  chapter  the  fourteenth  or  feventy-firft,  is  a  view  of 
Rome  from  the  capitol  in  the  fourteenth  century,  620-621 ;  aii 
account  of  the  ruins  two  hundred  years  before,  622-62*3;  one 
.  ot  four  caufes  of  their  deftru6tion,  623-626 ;  another,  626-628  ; 
another,  628-632  ;  another,  632-635  ;  the  Colifeum,  635-637; 
the  games  of  Rome  in  it,  637  639  ;  its  injuries,  639-640  ;  tbc 
^  ignorance  and  barbarifm  of  the  Romans,  640-643 ;  the  refto- 

t  ration  and  ornaments  of  the  city,  643-645';  and  the  final  con-*- 
clufjon  of  the  work,  645-646.  This  chapter  of  forty^fix  pages, 
is  digreffion  rioting  in  its  own  digreflivensfs,  digrelfign  mounfing 
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upon  the  ftioulders  of  digrcllion,  and  expofing  its  general  ab^ 
furdity  the  more  by  its  particular  excefs.  'And  it  ferves  with 
moft  admirable  congruity  of  folly,  to  put  a  finilhing  clofe  t 
this  ftrange  digreflion,  and  to  reduce  it  to  a  point  of  abfurdity, 
which  all  fhall  fee  and  all  (hall  acknowledge. 

In  reviewing  the  whole  work  before,  we  have  frequently  beec 
obliged  to  flop,  and  paufe,  and  rcfleft ;  to  interrogate  ourfelve 
what  we  were  reading,  to  recur  in  our  minds  to  the  title  an 
preface  of  the  whole,  and  to  compare  the  current  pages  wit 
both.  Had  we  not  done  lb,  we  Ihould  have  been  loll,  like  the  j 
author,  in  the  progreflive  labyrintli  of  fa(SIs,  opinions,  and  re¬ 
marks.  So,  we  believe,  have  many  of  Mr.  Gibbon’s  readen 
been  loft.  They  have  glided  down  the  ftream  of  the  hiftory,  " 
turned  in  with  it  to  the  right,  then  turned  out  to  the  left, 
doubled  this  point,  and  rounded  tliat ;  without  refledling  on  the 
promifed  diredlion  of  their  voyage  ;  and  without  confidcring  the 
adlual  tendency  of  their  motions.  They  muft  have  been  ftartlec 
at  length  however,  to  find  themfelves  fo  wide  of  the  line  ex- 
pcflcd  by  themfelves,  and  fo  dlftaiit  from  the  end  to  which  they 
propofed  to  go ;  ftill  turning  round  new  points,  ftill  running 
down  new  reaches,  and  ftill  diverting  from  the  main  channel  ot 
the  river.  But,  though  ftartlcd,  they  have  been  overborne; 
perfuaded  that  their  conduftor  was  rambling  with  them,  yet  not 
prefuming  to  rely  upon  their  own  judgment;  ftifling  their  per- 
luafions  with  their  modefty,  believing  againft  afturance,  and  con¬ 
fiding  againft  conviction.  And,  after  all  their  circumnavio;a- 
tions ;  when  they  were  arrived  at  the  very  ground,  to  which  their 
views  had  been  lb  long  and  fo  mortifyingly  directed ;  and  when 
they  had  even  moored  fall  at  the  very  whaif  to  which  they  were 
going,  and  were  now  to  terminate  all  their  difappointments,  bv 
ftepping  upon  the  land;  to  find  their  captain  throw  off  the  fafi 
tening  in  an  additional  fit  of  wantonnefs,  to  fet  away  with  them 
a8:ain,  and  to  carry  them  round  fome  of  the  very  capes,  which 
they  had  repeatedly  doubled  before,  merely  that  they  might  fee, 
in  what  condition  they  were  iince  they  vifited  them  lajii  is  fuch 
an  enormity  of  wantonnefs,  fuch  a  fuperfoetation  of  impertinence, 
as  mull  make  even  the  moft  drunken  of  his  admirers  to  ftare  with 
aftoniftimcnt. 

All  indeed  arifes  from  Mr.  Gibbon’s  redundancy  of  ideas.  He 
feels  them  continually  overflowing  upon  him.  He  feels  his 
brooks  Iwclling  into  rivers,  his  rivers  widening  into  leas,  and  his 
feas  expanding  into  an  ocean.  And  the  fame  organization  of 
mind,  which,  unchecked  by  judgment,  made  him  a  wild  infidel, 
uncontroulablc  from  indulgence,  renders  iiirn  as  w^ild  a  digrefibr. 
He  cannot  confine  his  thoughts  within  any  circuinfcription  o; 
order ;  or  reduce  them  under  any  difeipline  of  propriety. 
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Bjias  therefore  rambled  through  hiftory,  with  all  the  eccentricity  of 
Pone,  who 

^  Is  of  Imagination  all  compaft. 

J  hiforlans  eye,  in  a  fine  frenzy  Fowling, 

"Sj  Has  glancM  from  heav’n  to  earthy  from  earth  to  hcav*n; 

Such  tricks  hath  flrong  imagination! 

«  * 

‘But  it  concludes  with  one  trick  that  greatly  exceeds  all  the  reft* 
We  have  feen  the  two  empires  of  Eaft  and  Weft,  after  a  tedious 
fllnefs  and  a  lingering  death,  fucceflivcly  buried  under  the  earth; 
^Thc  weftern  we  have  particularly  buried,  feme  nine  or  ten  cen- 
;^iries  ago.  Yet,  to  our  amazement,  we  are  now  fet  by  Mr.* 
feibbon  to  dig  into  the  grave  of  the  latter,  to  hunt  for  the 
^J>oor  and  perilhing  remains  of  it,  and  to  colleft  the  little  hand- 
"ful  of  its  alhes  from  their  old  repofitory.  The  modern  hiftory 
xf  Rome  is  placed  before  us,  becatfe  we  have  had  the  ancient* 
^Ve  are  even  to  take  Mr.  Gibbon  for  our  Ciceroni^  and  make 
^he  antiquary’s  tour  of  Rome;  becau/e  have  been  reading  its 
lincient  hiftory.  Juft  fo,  in  writing  the  annals  of  a  king,  becaufe 

*  a  man  may  fifti  with  the  worm  that  hath  eat  of  the  king,  and 
eat  of  the  fifti  that  hath  fed  of  that  worm;’  a  mad  hamlet 

Would  ‘  fliew  you,  how  the  king,’  after  he  was  dead,  ‘  went  a 

*  progrefs  through  the  guts  of  a  beggar.’  But  no  words  can 
*fully  expofe,  the  aftoniftiing  devioufnefs  of  fuch^a  digreftion  as 
tills.  Never,  we  believe,  has  any  thing  like  it  been  attempted 
before,  in  the  world  of  hiftory.  Jt  is  certainly  a  flight  beyond 

•‘the  moon.  And  it  marks  in  the  ftrongeft  colours,  the  progrefs 
of  imagination  in  the  mind,  and  the  operation  of  digreflion  in  th« 
hiftory,  of  Mr.  Gibbon  ;  of  imagination  kindling  with  the  mo- 
Vion  of  its  own  ideas,  and  of  digreflion  growing  licentious  from 
the  excrcife  of  its  own  liberty;  both  rifing  gradually  from  a 
lefTer  folly  to  a  greater,  adding  impertinence  to  impertinence, 
%nd  accumulating  abfurdity  upon  the  head  of  abfurdity;  till  they 
^ave  clofed  at  laft,  in  a  full  confummation  of  enormity  and 
'tvildnefs. 

We  have  thus  reviewed  the  three  laft  volumes  of  this  hiftory, 
tvnth  a  circumftantiality,  which  has  hardly  ever  been  ufed  upon  a 
work  before,  but  which  the  prefent,  from  its  peculiar  quality, 

I  demanded  of  us ;  and  are  now  to  draw  our  conclufions  from  the 
whole. 

This  is  a  work  of  a  very  extraordinary  nature.  It  is  not 
in  the  common  rank  of  publications,  aiming  at  a  moderate 
(hare  of  reputation,  and  content  to  reft  in  a  mediocrity  of  cha¬ 
racter.  It  muft  cither  be  highly  cenfured  or  ftrongly  praifed, 
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or  praifcd  and  cenfured  with  an  equal  degree  of  energy.  It  i§ 
indeed  a  produdlion,  that  has  a  thoufand  beauties  and  a  thoufand 
blcmifhes.  It  (hews  a  large  and  coniprehenfive  range  of  eru¬ 
dition,  a  range  amazingly  comprehenlive  and  large.  But  the 
author  is  even  more  oilentatious  of  his  learning,  than  Milton 
hiinfclfj  and,  even  oftener  than  Milton,  clouds  and  obfeures 
what  he  writes  by  it.  His  notes  arc  fo  frequent  in  themfelves, 
and  fo  full  of  foreign  matter,  that  the  reader  is  perpetually 
drawn  off  from  the  fubje£t  of  the  text,  and  his  mind  is  diftra6ted 
in  an  endlcfs  variety;  being  tolled  backwards  and  forwards,  be- 
twxeii  hiftorical  narrative  and  critical  obfervations,  the  deeds  of 
the  aftors  on  the flage  above,  and  the  characters  of  the  writers 
in  the  ‘  cellarage’  below.  And  all  forms  fuch  a  complication 
of  incongruous  parts,  that  the  one  counteradls  the  other  in  its 
imprellioii  upon  the  mind,  and  the  clafhing  of  both  deftroys 
half  the  energy  of  either.  The  language  of  Mr.  Gibbon  alfo, 
is  frequently  harlh  from  the  foreign  idioms,  ahd  from  the  af¬ 
fectation  of  vigour,  in  it.  The  harfhnefs  is  that  of  one  of 
Johnfon’s  diflbrtations,  utterly  incompatible  with  the  native  eafe 
and  the  familiar  dignity  of  hiftorical  language.  The  meaning 
too  is  repeatedly  obfeure.  This  arifes  generally  from  the  quick 
and  Ihort  allufivenefs  of  it.  Mr.  Gibbon’s  ftyle  thus  becomes 
like  Tacitus’s,  too  rapid  to  be  clear,  and  too  fantaftically  in¬ 
folded  to  be  readily  intelligible.  Yet  a  much  more  formidable 
failing  than  thefe,  has  evidently  been  detected  before.  The 
felf-cuntradictorinefs  of  Air.  Gibbon  is  very  wonderful.  In  dif- 
tant,  in  adjoining  parts  of  hishiftory,  it  is  too  apparent.  And 
the  oppofition  of  the  notes  to  the  text,  and  of  one  part  of  a 
note  or  of  the  text  to  the  reft,  are  ftriking  proofs  of  his  con- 
fufednefs  of  judgment.  We  have  feen  his  pofitions  fighting, 
like  fo  many  gladiators,  before  us  ;  and  deftroying  one  another. 

But  we  arc  Hill  more  difgufted  in  reading  this  work,  with  the 
length  and  the  frequency  of  its  digreflions.  Tw^o  thirds  'of  the 
whole,  we  may  fairly  fay,  are  quite  foreign  to  it.  The  digref- 
fions  too  continue  to  grow  in  length,  and  to  rife  in  abfurdity, 
to  the  very  end.  Indeed  they  are  fo  abfurd  and  fo  long  at  lalf, 
that  hardly  any  images  in  nature  can  fully  reprefent  them,  to 
the  imagination  of  our  readers.  And  one  of  the  faicUites  of 
Saturn,  relinquiftiing  its  mafter-orb,  and  running  the  round  of 
the  fclar  (yftein  ;  or  the  moon,  deferting  her  duty  of  attendance 
upon  our  earth,  and  lofing  heffelf  in  the  wildernefs  of  fpace ; 
can  alone  image  forth  the  ftrange  cxcurfivenefs  of  Air.  Gibbon 
in  hiltor\ .  But  the  grand  fault  of  the  whole,  we  believe,  is  its 
iinfaithfalnefs.  There  is  no  dependence  to  be  made,  we  ap¬ 
prehend,  upon  any  one  reference,  or  even  any  one  citation,  in 
it.  Tais  v.e  have  Ihcwm  fufiiciciitly  before,  w'e  think,  by  fomc 
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fpcclal  inftanccs.  It  couIJ  not  be  expe^SIed,  that  in  an  exami¬ 
nation  of  this  nature  wc  could  be  more  particular.  Yet  we 
have  done  full  enough,  to  tempt  the  curiofity  or  to  urge  the  ze  .1 
of  others.  And  wc  doubt  not,  but  the  more  Mr.  (jiblu  ii  is 
followed  clofely  through  all  his  quotations  and  references,  he  will 
the  more  be  found  either  negligently  or  difiioncHly  doubling:  in 
them. 

Thefc  are  broad  fpots  upon  this  hiftorical  fun.  They  require 
no  critical  telefcope  to  view  them.  They  come  forward  to  the 
naked  eye.  But  the  laft,  from  its  very  nature,  is  fatal  to  the 
whole.  And,  as  Mademoifelle  dc  Keralio  has  very  juftly  ob- 
ferved,  ‘  on  peut  etre  eloquent^  on  peut  avoir  un  ftyle  fedutfant 
‘  et  nohle^  mais  neji  pas  hifor'icn*  Mr.  Gibbon’s  liiltory,  there¬ 
fore,  is  only  an  elegant  froft-piece,  the  prodiidlion  of  a  night ; 
which  glitters  to  the  eye,  plays  upon  the  fancy,  and  captivates 
the  judgment  for  a  fhort  period;  but  diflblves  in  the  frailty  of 
its  fine  materials,  and  fades  away  into  air,  as  foon  as  the  fun  be¬ 
gins  to  Ihine  upon  it. 

The  friends  of  literature,  then,  may  equally  triumph  and  la¬ 
ment,  at  a  work  like  this.  They  may  triumph,  when,  with 
the  ufual  perfunftorinefs  of  criticifm,  they  confider  the  wide 
range  of  reading  in  it,  the  fplendour  of  the  fentiments,  the  depth 
of  the  refledlions,  and  the  vivacity  of  the  language.  But  they 
muft  lament,  when  they  come  to  ferutinize  it  with  a  ftricler  eye, 
to  mark  the  harfh  and  the  falfe  language,  the  diftra£lion  occa- 
fioned  by  the  parade  of  reading,  the  obfeurity  in  the  meaning, 
the  contradiclofinefs  of  the  parts,  the  endlefs  labyrinth  of  di- 
greflions,  and  the  carelefs  or  wilful  unfaithfulnefs  in  the  narrative. 
The  friends  of  religion  alfo,  muft  grieve  with  a  jufter  forrow, 
over  the  defperate  wdekedirefs  of  the  whole.-  But  let  not  one 
friend  to  religion,  be  weak  enough  to  fear.  There  is  not  a  par¬ 
ticle  .of  formidablenefs,  in  the  thoufand  ftrokes,  that  thisblafted 
arm  of  infidelity  has  been  laying  upon  the  fliield  of  Chrif- 
tianity.  That  fliield  is  the  immortal  aegis  of  wifJom.  Againft  fuch 
a  cover,  if  vve  are  not  feared  with  the  glitter,  wc  need  not  to  dread 
the  edge,  of  Mr.  Gibbon’s  fword.  Mr.  Gibbon  is  only  angry 
at  Chriftianity,  becaufe  Chrlftianity  frowns  upon  him.  He  has 
been  lono:  endeavourine:  to  fhake  ofF  the  terrours,  which  his 
Chrittian  education  has  impreifed  upon  him  ;  but  he  cannot 
do  fo. 

‘  He  fcorns  them,  yet  they  awe  him.* 

He  is  therefore  afting  tov/ards  Chriftianity,  like  a  bull  caught  in 
a  net ;  making  every  defperate  eftort  to  break  the  cords  that  ftill 
Cii;:ompafs  him  ;  and  Itraining  every  nerve  in  an  agony  of  cxer- 
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tion,  to  burft  away  into  the  undifquieted  wilds  of  animal  enjoy¬ 
ment.  And  we  think  we  cannot  better  conclude  our  review 
of  his  hiftory,  than  by  applying  to  him  this  character  in  Milton, 
as,  equally  in  the  praife  and  in  the  cenfure,  truly  deferiptive  of 
him. 


— -  On  th’  other  fide  up  rofc 

Belial,  in  J<r7  more  graceful  and  humane  : 

A  fairer  perfon  loft  not  heav’n ;  he  feem’d 
For  dignity  compos’d  and  high  exploit^ 

But  all  WdS  falfe  and  hollow ;  though  his  tongue 
Dropt  tnanna,  and  could  make  the  njjorfe  appear 
The  better  rcafon,  to  perplex  and  dajh 
Mdturejl  counfeh  i  for  his  thoughts  were  lo*w. 

To  ^ice  induftrious,  but  to  noble  deeds 
Titnorous  and  fothful ;  yet  he  pleased  the  earf 
And  with  perfuaji^c  accent  thus  began. 

. .  '  '  ■  . . .  ■■  ■  . . .  „ 

Art.  III.  The  Edinburgh  Neiu  Difpenfatory  ;  containing^  L  The 
Elements  of  Pharmaceutical  Chemiftry.  //.  The  Materia  Me^ 
dica  \  or^  An  Account  of  the  Natural  Hijiory^  ^alities^  Operar 
iions^  and  Vfes^  of  the  different  Subjlances  employed  in  Medicine. 
III.  The  Pharmaceutical  Preparations  and  Medicinal  Compojitiens 
of  the  New  Editions  of  the  London  ( 1788  )  and  Edinburgh  ( 1783  j 
Pharmacopoeias.  JVith  explanatory^  critical^  and  pra^ical  Ob^ 
fervations  on  each ;  together  ivith  the  Addition  of  thofe  Formula^ 
ft  om  the  bejl  Foreign  Phar/nacopceiaSj  which  are  held  in  highejl 
Ejleem  in  other  Parts  of  Europe.  The  whole  interfperfed  with 
Prablical  Cautions  and  Obfervations^  and  enriched  by  the  latejl 
Difeoveries  in  Natural  Hijiory^  Chemijlry^  and  Medicine ;  with 
new  Tables  of  EleFiive  Atir  allions  of  Antimony^  of  Mercury.^ 
end  Six'  Copper-plates  of  the  moji  convenient  Furnaces  and  prin¬ 
cipal  Pharmaceutical  Injlt  uments.  Being  an  Improvement  upon 
the  New  Difpenfatory  of  Dr.  Lewis.  The  Second  Edition.^  with 
many  Alterations.^  Corrections.^  and  Additions,  8vo.  7s.  boards# 
Elliot,  Edinburgh ;  Elliot  and  Kay,  London.  1789. 


T  EWIS’s  Difpenfatory,  at  the  period  of  its  publication,  was  I 
a  valuable  work ;  but  the  many  difeoveries  in  modern  I 
chemiftry,  and  the  great  additions  to  the  Materia  Medica,  fincc  I 
that  time,  have  contributed  to  render  its  authority,  in  numerous  k 
inftances,  cither  ufclcfs^  erroneous,  or  imperfect.  We  are  there-  f 
fore  glad  tp  find  its  utility  and  reputation  revived  in  this  im-  | 
proved  edition,  in  which  all  the  late  difeoveries  are  faithfully  | 
ingrafted  on  the  ftock  of  the  original  author.  The  work  com-  I 
mcnces  with  an  introduction,  containing  valuable  chemical  and  f 
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pharmaceutical  obfervations,  cxtraflecl  from  Dr.  Webfter’s  Syl¬ 
labus;  and  we  afterwards  meet  with  a  tabic  of  attradlions,  an  ad¬ 
dition  peculiarly  fuitable  to  a  v.  ork  of  this  kind. 

The  number  of  articles,  of  which  an  account  is  given  In  the 
Hiftory  of  the  Materia  Medica,  is  in  this  edition  confiderably 
abridged  ;  the  compilers  having  judicioiifly  rejected  all  fuch  as 
have  not  the  fanction  of  fome  modern  Pharmacopoeia  of  credit. 
But  they  have,  with  no  lefs  propriety,  added  fome  others,  which, 
though  not  adopted  by  any  of  the  late  Pharmacopoeias,  have  been 
recommended  to  the  public  upon  authority  that  entitles  them  to 
attention.  The  important  article  of  opium  affords  a  very  fa» 
vourable  fpecimen  of  this  work ;  it  is  as  follows  : 

*  The  external  and  internal  effefts  of  opium  appear  to  be  various 
in  different  conliitutions,  and  in  the  fame  at  different  times.  By 
fome,  when  applied  to  the  tongue,  the  nofe,  the  eye,  or  any 
part  deprived  of  fkin,  it  has  been  faid  to  ftimulate  and  to  induce  in 
the  eye  in  particular  a  flight  degree  of  rednefs.  But  if  this  effeA ' 
do  take  place,  it  is  at  the  utmoft  extremely  inconfiderable,  parti¬ 
cularly  when  compared  with  the  effe(J!l  of  volatile  alkali,  ardent  fpirit, 
or  a  variety  of  other  articles  applied  to  the  fame  organ.  And  there 
can  be  no  doubt  that,  in  a  very  fhort  time,  the  fenfibility  of  the 
part  to  which  it  is  applied,  even  when  there  has  not  taken  place  the 
llightell  mark  of  preceding  flimulus  or  inflammation,  is  very  con¬ 
fiderably  diminifhed.  Some  allege  that,  when  applied  to  the  fkin,  it 
allays  pain  and  fpafm,  procures  fleep,  and  produces  all  the  other  fa- 
Jutary  or  dangerous  effefts  which  refiilt  from  its  internal  ufe ;  while 
others  allege  that,  thus  applied,  it  has  little  or  no  efteft  whatever. 

^  This  variety  probably  arifes  from  differences  in  the  condition  of 
the  fubcutancous  nerves,  and  of  the  fenfibility  of  the  furface  as  being 
more  or  lefs  defended.  But  there  is  no  doubt  that,  when  mixed 
with  cauftic,  it  diminifhes  the  pain,  which  would  otherwife  enfue, 
probably  by  deadening  the  fenfibility  of  the  part. 

‘  It  fometimes  allays  the  pain  from  a  carious  tooth;  and  a  watery 
folution  of  it  has  been  ufed  in  various  ulcers,  certain  ophthalmias, 
and  virulent  gonorrhoea,  when  pain  and  inflammation  have  before  that 
given  very  great  diftrefs. 

*  Opium,  when  taken  into  the  ftomach  to  fuch  an  extent  as  ta 
have  any  fenfible  effedt,  gives  rife  to  a  pleafant  ferenity  of  mind,  in 
general  proceeding  to  a  certain  degree  of  languor  and  drowfinefs. 
The  adlion  of  the  fanguiferous  fyftem  is  diminifhed,  the  pulfe  be¬ 
coming  for  the  moft  part  fofter,  fuller,  and  flower  than  it  was  be¬ 
fore.  There  often  takes  place  fwelling  of  the  fubcutancous  veins, 
and  fweating ;  both  probably  the.confequences  of  a  diminution  of 
refiftance  at  the  furface,  from  a  diminution  of  mufcular  adlion;  and 
accordingly  opium  diminifhes  thofe  difeharges  which  depend  on  muf¬ 
cular  adion,  as  is  particularly  exemplified  in  its  cffedl  of  binding  the 
belly.  Opium  taken  into  the  flomach  in  a  larger  dofe,  gives  rife  to 
confufion  of  head  and  vertigo.  The  power  of  all  ftimulating  caufes, 
is  making  impreflions  on  the  body  is  diminifhed ;  and  even  at  times 
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and  in  lltuations  when  a  perfon  w'ould,  naturally  be  awake,  fleep  u 
irrefiftibly  induced.  In  ftill  larger  dbftrs,  it  acts  in  the  fame  manner 
ss  the  narcotic  poifon,  giving  rife  not  only  to  vertigo,  headach, 
tremors,  and  delirium,  but  to  convulfions  alfo;  and  thefe  terminat¬ 
ing  in  a  (late  of  llupor,  from  which  the  perfon  cannot  be  roufed. 

1  his  llupor  is  accompanied  with  llownefs  of  the  pulfe,  and  with  (lertor 
in  breathing,  and  the  feene  is  terminated  in  death,  attended  with 
the  fame  appearances  as  take  place  in  apoplexy, 

‘  From  thefe  eftedls  of  opium  in  a  Hate  of  health,  it  is  not  won¬ 
derful  that  recourfe  Ihould  have  been  had  to  it  in  difeafe,  as  miti¬ 
gating  pain,  inducing  fleep,  allaying  inordinate  action,  and  dimi- 
nifhing  moibid  fenfibility.  That  thefe  eft'eds  do  refult  from  it,  is, 
confirmed  by  the  daily  experience  of  every  obferver;  and  as  an- 
fwering  one  or  ether  of  thefe  intentions,  mod,  if  not  all,  of  the 
good  confcquences  derived  from  it  in  adual  pradice  are  to  be  ex¬ 
plained.  If  therefore,  by  a  ledative  medicine,  we  mean  an  article 
capable  of  allaying,  affnaging,  mitigating,  and  coinpofmg,  no  fub- 
llance  can  haye  a  better  title  to  the  appellation  of  fedative  than 
opium. 

*  As  anfwering  the  purpofes  of  mitigating  pain,  inducing  fleep, 
allaying  inordinate  adion,  and  diminiihing  fenfibility,  it  naturally 
follows  that  opium  may  be  employed  with  advantage  in  a  great  va¬ 
riety  of  difi'erent  difeafes.  Indeed  there  is  hardly  any  afledion  in 
which  it  may  not,  from  circumilances,  be  proper;  and,  in  all  def- 
perate  cafes,  it  is  the  mod  powerful  means  of  alleviating  the  miferies 
of  patients. 

*  Some  praditioners  are  av.erfe  to  its  ufe  where  there  takes  place 
an  adive  inflammation;  but  others  have  recourfe  to  it  in  fuch  cafes, 
even  at  an  erirly  period,  efpccially  after  blood-letting;  and  where 
fuch  aftedions  are  attended  not  only  with  pain  and  fpafm,  but  with 
vvatchfulncfs  and  cough,  it  is  often  produdive  of  tlie  greatell  be¬ 
nefit.  Opium,  combined  with  calomel,  has  of  late  been  extenfively 
employed  in  every  form  of  adive  inflammation,  and  with  the  greatcii 

,fuccefs.  It  is  found  alfo  to  be  of  very  great  fervice  in  allaying  the 
pain  and  preventing  the  fymptomatic  fever,  liable  to  be  induced  by 
wounds,  fradurcs,  burns,  or  fimilar  accidents. 

‘  la  intermittents  it  is  faid  to  have  been  ufed  with  good  effed  before 
the  fit,  in  the  cold  flage,  in  the  hot  ftage,  and  during  the  interval. 
Oiven  even  in  the  hot  flage,  it  has  been  obftrved  to  allay  the  heat, 
•  third,  head-ach,  and  delirium,  to  induce  fweat.and  fleep,  to  cure 
the  diflafe  with  the  lefs  bark,  and  without 
lions  or  droply. 

*  It  is  often  of  very  great  fervice  in  fevers  of  the  typhoid  type, 
when  patients  arc  diflrelftd  with  watchfulnefs  or  diarrhoea.  But 
where  tliefe  or  fimilar  circumilances  do  not  indicate  its  ufe,  it  is 
often  dlltrefliug  to  patients  by  augmenting  third  and  conftipation. 

*  In  fmall-pox,  when  the  convulfions  before  eruption  are  frequent 
knd  confidtrable,  opium  is  liberally  ufed.  It  is  likewife  given  from 
the  fifth  day  onwards,  and  is  found  to  allay  the  pain  of  fuppuration, 
to  promote  the  pt)"alifm,  and  to  be  piherwife  ufeful. 
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*  In  dytntcry,  after  the  ufe  of  gentle  laxatives,  or  along  witli 
tbem,  opium,  independcatly  of  any  cfFcd  it  may  have  on  the  fever, 
is  of  confequence  in  allaying  the  tormina  and  tencfmus,  and  in  ob¬ 
viating  that  laxity  of  bowels  which  is  fo  frequently  a  relid  of  that 
ddeaic » 

‘  111  diarrhoea,  the  difeafe  itfelf  generally  carries  off  any  acri¬ 
mony  that  may  be  a  caufe,  and  then  opium  is  ufed  with  great 
effect.  Even  in  the  worlt  lymptomatic  cafes,  it  feldom  fails  to  al¬ 
leviate. 

^  In  cholera  and  pyrofis  it  is  almoft  the  only  thing  traded  to. 

*  In  cholic  it  is  employed  with  laxatives ;  and  no  doubt  often  pre¬ 
vents  ileus  and  inflammation  by  relieving  the  fpafm.  Even  in  ileus 
and  in  incarcerated  hernia,  it  is  often  found  to  allay  the  vomiting, 
the  fpafms,  the  pain,  and  fometimes  to  diminifh  the  inflammation,  and 
prevent  the  gangrene  in  the  llrangulated  gut, 

*  It  is  given  to  allay  the  pain  and  favour  the  defeent  of  calculi, 
and  to  relieve  in  jaundice  and  dyfuria  proceeding  from  fpafm. 

*  It  is  ot  acknowledged  ufe  in  the  different  fpecies  of  tetanus;  af¬ 
fords  relief  to  the  various  fpafmodic  fymptoms  of  dyfpepfia,  hyiteria, 
hypochondrialis,  althma,  rabies,  canlna,  ^cc.  and  has  been  found  ufe- 
ful  in  fome  kinds  of  epilepfy. 

*  Of  Lite,  in  defes  gradually  increafed  to  five  grains,  three,  four, 
or  even  fix  times  a-day,  it  has  been  ufed  in  fyphilis;  and  fome  in- 
llances  are  recorded  in  which  it  would  feem  that,  by  this  remedy 
alone,  a  complete  cure  had  been  obtained.  In  other  inflaiices,  how¬ 
ever,  after  the  fairell  trial  for  a  confiderable  length  of  time,  it  hai 

.  been  found  ineffcdual;  and,  upon  the  whole,  it  feems  rather  to  be 
ufeful  in  combating  fymptoms,  and  in  counterading  the  effedls  re- 
fulting  from  the  improper  ufe  of  mercury,  than  in  overcoming  tlic 
vj^ncrcal  virus. 

*  It  is  found,.  ufefuMn  certain  cafes  of  threatened  abortion  and 
lingering  delivery,  in  convulfions  during  parturition,  in  the  after- 
pains  and  exceffive  Hooding.* 

■  As  another  important  article,  ufefully  treated,  wq  fhall  fubjoln 
the  account  of  the  Peruvian  bark  : 

*  It  was  firii  introduced,  as  has  already  been  faid,  for  the  cure  of 
intermittent  fevers  ;  and  in  thefe,  when  properly  exhibited,  it  rarely 
fails  of  fuccefs.  Praditioners,  however,  have  differed  with  regard 
to  the  bell  mode  of  exhibition  ;  fome  prefer  giving  it  jull  before  the 
iit,  feme  during  the  fit,  others  immeaiately  after  it.  Sogie,  again, 
order  it  in  the  quantity  of  an  ounce  between  the  fits  ;  the  dofe  be¬ 
ing  the  more  frequent  and  larger  according  to  the  frequency  of  the 
fits ;  and  this  mode  of  exhibition,  although  it  may  perhaps  fometimes 
lead  to  the  employment  of  more  bark  than  is  neceffary,  we  confidcr 
as,  upon  the  whole,  preferable,  from  being  bell  fuited  to  moll  llo- 
machs.  The  requifite  quantity  is  very  different  in  different  cafes; 
and  in  many  vernal  intermitients  it  feems  even  hardly  neceffary. 

‘  It  often  pukes  or  purges,  and  fomdimes  opprelFes  the  llomach. 
'{'hefe,  or  even  any  other  effeds  that  may  take  place,  are  to  be 
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counterafted  by  remedies  particularly  appropriated  to  them.  Thus, 
vomiting  is  often  reftrained  by  exhibiting  it  in  wine;  loofcnefs  by 
combining  it  with  opium;  and  opprefllon  at  ftomach,  by  the  addi¬ 
tion  of  an  aromatic.  Kut,  unlefs  for  obviating  particular  occur¬ 
rences,  it  is  more  fuccefsful  when  exhibited  in  it$  hmpic  ftate  than 
with  any  addition ;  and  there  feems  to  be  little  ground  for  believing 
that  its  powers  are  increafed  by  crude  fal  ammoniac,  or  any  other 
additions  which  have  frequently  been  made. 

*  It  is  now  given,  from  the  very  commencement  of  the  difeafe, 
without  previous  evacuations,  which,  with  the  delay  of  the  bark,  or 
under  dofes  of  it,  by  retarding  the  cure,  often  feem  to  induce  ab¬ 
dominal  inflammation,  feirrhus,  jaundice,  he6lic,  dropfy,  &c.  fymp- 
toms  formerly  imputed  to  the  premature  or  intemperate  ufe  of  the 
bark,  but  which  are  bell  obviated  by  its  early  and  large  ufe.  It  is  to 
be  continued  not  only  till  the  paroxyfms  ceafe,  but  till  the  natural 
appetite,  ftrength,  and  complexion  return.  Its  ufe  is  then  to  be  gra¬ 
dually  left  off,  and  repeated  at  proper  interv^als  to  fecure  againll  a 
relapfc  :  to  which,  however  unaccountable,  independently  of  the  re¬ 
covery  of  vigour,  there  often  feems  to  be  a  peculiar  difpofition  ;  and 
cfpecially  when  the  wind  blows  from  the  call.  Although,  however, 
moll  evacuants  conjoined  with  the  Peruvian  bark  in  intermittents  are 
rather  prejudicial  than  otherwife,  yet  it  is  of  advantage,  previous  to 
its  ufe,  to  empty  the  alimentary  canal,  particularly  the  llomach  ;  and 
on  this  account  good  effefts  are  often  obtained  from  premifing  an 
emetic. 

*  it  is  a  medicine  which  feems  not  only  fuited  to  both  formed  and 
latent  intermittents,  but  to  that  Rate  of  fibre  on  which  all  rigidly 
pej  ii^>dical  difeafes  feem  to  depend  ;  as  periodical  pain,  inflammation, 
iemorrhagy,  fpafm,  cough,  lofs  of  external  fenfe,  &c. 

*  Bark  is  now  ufed  by  fome  in  all  continued  fevers ;  at  the  fame 
time  attention  is  paid  to  keep  the  bowels  clean,  and  to  promote, 
when  neceffary,  the  evacuation  of  redundant  bile ;  always,  however, 
lb  as  to  weaken  as  little  as  polfible. 

‘In  confluent  fmall-pox  it  promotes  languid  eruption  and  fup- 
puration,  diminilhes  the  fever  through  the  whole  courfe  of  it,  and 
prevents  or  corrects  putrefcence  and  gangrene. 

‘  In  gangrenous  fore  throats  it  is  much  ufed,  as  it  is  externally  and 
internally  in  every  fpecies  of  gangrene. 

*  In  contagious  dyfentery,  after  due  evacuation,  it  has  been  ufed  by 
the  mouth,  and  by  injet^ion,  with  and  without  opium. 

‘  In  all  thofe  hemorrhagies  called  paflive,  and  which  it  is  allowed 
all  hemorrhagies  are  very  apt  to  become,  and  likewife  in  other  in¬ 
creafed  dlfcharges,  it  is  much  ufed  ;  and  in  certain  undefined  cafes  of 
hxmoptylis,  fome  allege  that  it  is  remarkably  efteftual  when  joined 
with  an  abforbent. 

f  It  is  ufed  for  obviating  the  difpolition  to  nervous  and  convulfive 
difeafes ;  and  fome  have  great  confidence  in  it  joined  with  the  acid 
of  vitriol,  in  cafes  of  phthiiis,  fcrophula,  ill  conditioned  ulcers,  rickets, 
fcurvy,  and  in  ftaies  of  convalcfccnce. 

‘  In  thefe  cafes  in  general,  notwithftanding  the  ufe  of  the  acid,  it 
Is  proper  to  conjoin  it  with  a  milk  diet. 
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*  In  dropfy,  not  depending  on  any  particular  local  afTeftlon,  it  it 
often  alternated  or  conjoined  with  diuretics,  or  other  evacuants  ;  and 
by  its  early  exhibition  after  the  water  is  once  drawn  off,  or  even  be¬ 
gins  to  be  freely  dlfcharged,  a  frelh  accumulation  is  prevented,  and 
a  radical  cure  obtained.  In  obllinate  venereal  cafes,  particularly 
thofe  which  appear  under  the  form  of  pains  in  the  bones,  the  Peru¬ 
vian  bark  is  often  fuccefsfully  fubjoined  to  mercury,  or  even  givo^ 
in  conjunction  with  it.’ 

The  third  and  lafl:  part  of  the  work  confifts  of  the  pharma¬ 
ceutical  preparations  and  medical  compofitions  of  the  new  edi¬ 
tions  of  the  London  and  Edinburgh  Pharmacopoeias,  copioufly 
interfperfed  with  pertinent  and  ufeful  obfervations.  On  the 
whole,  this  New  Difpenfatory  merits  great  commendation,  and 
does  equal  credit  to  the  induftry  and  judgment  of  the  compilers. 


Art.  IV.  A  Colle5iion  of  Engravings^  tending  to  illujlrate  the 
Generation  and  Parturition  of  Animals  and  of  the  Human  Species. 
By  Tloomas  Denman.  M.D.  Folio.  Two  Parts.  13s.  6d. 
boards.  Johnfon.  London,  17^7* 

Dr.  Denman’s  laudable  defign  in  this  colIeCIIon  of  engravings 
is  to  facilitate,  dift'ufe,  and  render  more  permanent,  every 
phyfiological  difeovery  relative  to  the  generation  and  parturi¬ 
tion  of  animals,  and  of  the  human  fpecies ;  the  knowledge  of 
inch  difeoveries  being,  in  his  opinion,  greatly  obftrudled,  through 
the  ufual  communication  of  tliem  in  a  learned  language,  and  the 
want  of  accurate  drawings  fo  neceffary  for  conveying  an  ade¬ 
quate  idea  of  fubjeCts  of  that  kind.  VV e  entirely  coincide  in 
opinion  with  Dr.  Denman,  and  cannot  but  highly  approve  of  the 
liberal  zeal  which  he  difeovers  for  the  advancement  of  natural 
knowledge  by  the  prefent  publication. 

The  firft  plate  repreleats  the  funis  of  a  nut,  the  chryfalis  of 
the  Phalaena  Atlas,  and  the  eggs  of  the  cuttle-fifh ;  which, 
tliough  taken  from  different  parts  of  the  creation,  are  joined  in 
one  plate,  on  account  of  their  refemblance.  Plate  fecond  gives 
a  difplay  of  the  internal  parts  of  a  frog,  with  the  ovaria ;  plate 
third,  a  feClioii  of  a  hen,  Ihewing  the  ovarium,  with  an  egg 
perfected  in  the  infundibulum  ;  place  fourth,  a  part  of  the  uterus 
of  a  cow,  W'ith  one  of  the  cotyledons,  and  a  portion  of  the 
membrane ;  plate  fifth,  three  human  abortions,  one  of  which 
contains  twins ;  plate  fixth,  a  morbid  human  ovum ;  plate  fe- 
yenth,  an  hum^ui  ovum,  about  the  third  month  of  pregnancy; 
plate  eighth,  the  uterus,  containing  the  child  of  a  woman  who 
jflied  in  the  acl  of  parturition ;  plate  ninth,  a  twin  placenta  with 
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the  membranes ;  plate  tenth,  rupture  of  the  uterus  j  and  plate 
eleventh,  inverfion  of  the  uterus. 

The  feveral  plates  are  illuftrated  by  explanations  in  Englifli 
and  French :  they  are  elegantly  engraved  ;  and  the  very  moderate 
price  at  which  they  are  fold,  abfolves  Dr.  Denman  from  all  fuf- 
picion  of  aiming  at  any  profit  from  the  publication. 

Art.  V.  The  Day  of  Pentecoji  j  or^  Man  rejlored.  A  Poem^  in 

Twelve  Books.  By  IV.  Gilbank^  M.  A.  8vo.  5s.  Cadell. 

J^ondon,  1789. 

T)ERSPICUITY  is  a  moft- indifpenfable  quality  in  all  li- 
^  tcrary  compolition.  Whatever  is  addrellbd,  either  to  the 
underftanding  or  the  heart,  muft  be  ufelefs  or  nugatory  in  pro¬ 
portion  as  it  is  unintelligible.  Where  we  have  no  pcrfedl:  con¬ 
ception  of  the  defign,  the  moft  beautiful  paffages,  or  even  the 
beft  illuftrations,  like  pieces  of  exquifite  painting  which  have  no 
vifible  connexion  with  the  principal  figure  on  the  canvas,  can 
give  no  intereft  bccaufe  they  have  no  meaning.  It  is  from  the 
clcarnefs  and  decifion  of  the  plan,  the  fable,  or  the  fcope,  that 
all  the  fubordinate  parts  derive  their  relative  beauty  and  excel¬ 
lence.  We  think  The  Day  of  Pentecoji  fomewhat  defedtive  in 
this  cfTcntial  particular.  The  aim  or  drift  is  at  leaft  no  Itriking 
feature  of  the  work.  It  is  nowhere  impreffive.  What  we  read 
in  one  page  never ‘urges  the  perufal  of  the  next.  There  is  con- 
fequently  no  intereft  to  repay  the  trouble  of  poring  over,  fo 
many  pages.  The  attention  .is  amply  gratified  by  the  art  that 
keeps  it  alive.  And  no  work  will  ever  be  popular  in  which  this  ' 
art  does  not  predominate.  It  is  the  only  attraiftion  by  which 
readers  are  fairly  procured,  and  which  ftamps  a  diftinction  on 
tlie  efforts  of  genius.'  This  want  in  the  poem  before  us  no 
other  requifite  could  fupply.  But  indeed  the  performance  difeo- 
vers  very  little  addrefs  of  any  kind.  The  meafure  is  not  polifhed 
with  the  fmalleft  degree  of  tafte  or  delicacy.  W e  accidentally 
meet  with  fome  tolerable  imitations,  fome  ftrong  lines,  fome  apt 
allufions  ;  but  the  whole  is  fo  ftarch,  unnatural,  and  quaint,  frorn 
an  indifereet  ufe  of  obfolete  words,  the  crude  adoption  of  Shake-, 
fpeare  and  Milton’s  phrafeology,  on  ail  occafions,  and  a  violent 
inverfion  of  language,  that  we  often  find  ourfelves  impelled  to 
fling  down  the  book  with  difguft,  infpite  of  an  inclination  to  be 
pleafed. 

We  do  not  feledl  the  following  paffage  as  an  inftance  to  au¬ 
thenticate  our  opinion,  but  for  its  plainnefs  and  fuperior  beauty 
to  any  in  the  poem.  It  is  addrefied  to  the  jewifh  nation,  and 
preffes  upon  their  attention  the  peculiar  diftin-tions  they  enjoyed 
fur  accoinpliihing  the  purpofcs  of  Divine  Providence.; 


‘  Th,? 
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»  The  dread  vicegerent  of  th’  eternal  God 
Vouchfafed  in  his  own  perfon  to  become 
Your  Abraham’s  lawgiver,  his  God,  his  king ; 

His  children  ralfed  to  fovercignty  and  ftate. 

Our  great  forefather’s  holy  faith  and  truth 
To  crown  with  high  and  everlafting  fame : 

But  of  this  glory  and  ccleftial  pomp 
The  nobler  end  and  aim  was  to  prepare 
A  royal  priefthood  and  a  chofen  race ; 

Who  might  the  lively  oracles  receive. 

And  by  the  holy  figns  from  age  to  age 
Deliver’d  down,  when  times  prophetic  courfe 
Had  run  full  circles,  might  exped  and  know 
The  glorious  Archetype ;  his  rife  adore  ; 

And  to  a  fceptic  though  impatient  world, 

Prefent  the  glories  and  attcll.the  claims 
Of  him,  defcended  from  the  heaven  of  heavens  ; 

Cloth’d  in  our  flefh,  and  in  the  feeptred  pall 
Of  prophet,  prieft,  and  king  ;  to  crufh  the  power 
Of  fatelefs  hell,  to  bruife  the  ferpent’s  head  ; 

To  heal  the  nations  by  the  precious  balm 
Of  blood  once  offer’d  ;  and  the  blcflings  fhower 
Of  knowledge,  virtue,  univerfal  love. 

Of  reconcilement  and  immortal  joys 
On  all  the  families  of  the  peopled  earth  !* 

• 

From  this  fpecimen,  however  well  the  author’s  friends  may 
think  he  has  performed,  it  is  obvious  his  poem  might  have  been 
rendered  lefs  exceptionable.  Indeed  the  choice  of  the  fubjedt 
appears  to  us  not  the  moft  congenial  to  poetical  excellence. 
The  intention  of  the  vrork  is  notwithftanding  highly  meritorious ; 
and  we  heartily  wi(h  fuccefs  to  every  exertion  in  behalf  of  piety 
and  goodnefs.  Happy  were  it  for  religion  if  Ihe  admitted  of  nm 
advocates  but  men  of  real  tafte  and  genius. 


Art; 


■ 


30  Letters  to  Sir  IP^tUlam  Fordyce* 

% 

Art.  VI.  A  Series  of  Letters^  addreffed  to  Sir  William  Por* 
dyce^  M.D.  F.R.S.  containing  a  Voyage  and  Journey  from 
England  to  Smyrna^  from  thence  to  Confantinople^  and  from  that 
Place  over  Land  to  England ;  Ukcwife  an  Account  and  Defcription 
of  the  Counties^  Cities^  lowns^  and  Villages^  through  whid)  the 
Author  pcijfed ;  together  with  the  T reaty  of  Commerce  between  the 
Court  of  (Jr  eat  ^Britain  and  the  Sublime  Porte*  Tranjlated  from 
the  Original  into  Englifo  by  the  Author*  T.o  which  is  prefixed  a 
Jhort  Anfwer  to  Volnef  s  Contradictions  on  Ali-Befs  Hifiory  and 
Revolt  y  and  an  Appendix^y  containing  a  particular  Defcription  of 
the  Holy  Landy  and  a  concife  Narration  of  the  modern  Patriarchs 
who  refided  in  that  Holy  See  from  the  Beginning  of  the  Sixteenth 
Century  to  the  prefent  Time ;  with  fome  Anudotes*  By  S.  L* 
YjiofjsiTcm'mg*  8vo.  2  vols.  14s.  boards.  Payne  and  Son. 
London,  1789. 

\ 

HIS  work  is  the  production  of  Mr.  Lufignan,  author  of  the 
^  Hiftory  of  Ali  Bey.  It  commences  with  an  anfwer  to 
Air.  Volney,  whom  the  former  charges  with  various  miftakes, 
and  even  infinuates  that  he  is  only  the  fuppofititious  author  ot 
travels  clandeftinely  fabricated  in  London.  But  this  opinion 
appears  fo  improbable,  that  we'  mull  aferibe  it  entirely  to  the 
jealoufy  of  #)ne  whofe  own  hiftorical  credit  is  in  fome  mea¬ 
sure  affeCted  by  the  narrative..  Befides,  if  Mr.  Volney’s  nar¬ 
rative  be  really  erroneous,  its  errors,  fo  far  as  we  can  find  from 
the  remarks  of  the  author  before  us,  arc  of  fo  frivolous  a  nature, 
that  they  hardly  deferve  to  be  mentioned. 

The  firft  of  the  letters  is  dated  from  Falmouth,  the  30th  of 
Auguft,  1785,  and  the  correfpondence  is  continued,  at  intervals, 
to  within  one  day  of  a  complete  twelvemonth  from  that  time,  j 
The  author  proceeded  by  fea  to  Smyrna,  and  thence  to  Con-  j 
llantinople,  from  which  capital  he  returned  over  land,  by  the 
way  of  Adrianople,  Vienna,  and  BrulTels.  In  the  wdiole  of  this 
route  we  meet  with  nothing  that  is  interefting.  7'he  general 
face  of  the  country,  the  good  or  bad  walls  of  towns,  and  the 
probable  number  of  inliabitants,  are  the  common  fubjecls  of  ob- 
iervation  ;  and  where  the  author  deviates  from  this  beaten  track, 
it  is  only  to  give  an  equally  uninterefting  detail  of  the  fituatioii 
of  the  travellers  ;  or  to  prefent  us  with  a  copy  of  the  commer¬ 
cial  treaty  between  Great-Britain  and  the  Porte,  which  occupies 
almoft  a  hundred  pages  of  the  firll  volume. 

In  an  appendix  the  author  has  given  a  defcription  of  the  Holy 
Lilnd.  Aluch  of  this  is  to  be  found  in  other  travellers ;  but 
we  fhall  lay  before  our  readers  his  account  of  Mount  Sion  and 
David’s  palace : 
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•  The  length  of  this  mountain  extends,  from  eaft  to  well,  about 
three  quarters  of  a  mile ;  the  former  part  of  it  is  rather  lleep,  ex¬ 
cept  near  the  walls  of  the  city,  which  is  accefliblc ;  the  afeent  of 
the  latter  part  is  rather  gentle ;  and  in  this  part  is  the  burying- 
place  of  the  native  Chriftians,  and  the  bilhops  who  are  fuffragans  to 
the  fee  of  Jerufalem*  In  the  middle  of  this  mountain,  on  the  welt, 
is  a  convent  which  belongs  to  the  Armenian  nations.  On  the  north 
of  it  is  a  mofque,  which  formerly  was  a  convent  dedicated  to  the 
Holy  Trinity,  which  place  was,  according  to  tradition,  the  houfe  of 
Zebedee,  where  the  appdles  were  gathered  on  the  day  of  pentecoll, 
and  received  the  gift  of  the  Holy  Ghoft }  the  patriarchs  of  Jerufalem 
granted  it  to  the  Romiih  friars  for  their  refidence ;  but,  on  a  refufal 
of  charity  to  a  Turk,  he  rulhed  in  with  a  loud  voice,  *  The  Salavat, 
or  Mahometan  confelTion.*  The  Turks  hearing  him,  took  poflbflion 
of  it  imirediately,  turned  the  friars  ou^  and  changed  it  into  a  mofque. 
In  this  place  they  fliew  a  room  where  St.  Peter  and  the  re  11  of  the 
apoftlcs  ufed  to  preach  the  gofpel. 

‘  On  leaving  this  place,  to  the  north-weft,  is  the  gate  of  tlic 
city;  at  the  entrance,  which  is  guarded  by  Janiflaries,  there  are  two 
llreets,  one  towards  the  ealt ;  along  the  fouthern  walls,  on  tlie  left 
hand,  leads  into  another  ftreet,  which  brings  you  to  the  Jewilh  quar¬ 
ters  ;  and  farther  on  towards  the  ealt  is  another  ftreet,  which  leads  to 
the  Turkilh  quarters. 

The  fecond  is  towards  the  north,  which  is  the  beft,  as  it  is 
wide  and  paved.  Proceeding  on  the  right-hand  is  the  Armenian 
convent,  which  is  a  very  extenftve,  commodious,  and  magnificent 
building,  as  likewife  the  church,  which  belongs  to  it,  and  which  is 
dedicated  to  the  apoille  St.  James  of  Zebedee,  in  w'hich  place  he  was 
beheaded  by  order  of  Herod.  It  is  of  the  Corinthian  order,  has  a 
dome,  and  is  paved  with  fine  white  marble ;  the  length  of  it  is 
about  fixty  yards,  and  about  twenty  in  breadth.  This  convent,  be- 
fidcs'  the  Armenian  patriarch,  clergy,  and  monks,  which  are  above 
feventy  in  number,  can  accommodate  fifteen  hundred  perfons  at  a 
time,  as  it  is  three  ftories  high,  built  all  of  ftone;  the  roofs  of  them 
are  arched  with  the  fame  fubllances ;  and  the  tops  arc  cupolas  and 
flat,  as  are  all  the  houfes  in  this  city ;  but  few  of  them  exceed  two 
ftories. 

‘  Leaving  this  place,  on  the  fame  fide,  arc  fome  Armenian  houfes, 
and  a  place  in  which,  they  fay,  ftcod  the  houfe  of  Caiphas ;  on  the 
left-hand  is  a  ditch,  which  divides  David’s  palace  from  the  city;  be¬ 
fore  the  gate  of  it  is  a  drawbridge  ;  on  each  fide  of  the  gate  arc 
two  pieces  of  twelve  pounders,  difmounted.  This  palace,  or  citadel, 
extends,  from  north  to  fouth,  about  five  hundred  yards  long,  and 
fixty  broad,  namely,  from  the  w'eftern  gate  of  the  city  to  that  of  Sion ; 
half  of  this  fpace,  which  is  the  fouth  part  of  it,  is  the  gardens  of 
the  palace,  whofe  front  is  towards  the  eaft,  in  which  part  is  a  kind 
of  fquare,  about  twenty  yards  in  length,  and  twelve  in  breadth;  the 
pavement  is  almoft  one  entire  rock.  On  pafling  the  drawbridge,  to 
enter  in  through  an  arched  gate,  which  is  guarded  by  Janiflaries,  on 
the  left-hand  are  fpacious  and  lofty  arched  rooms,  and  a  pafTage  to 
the  gardens^  which  are  moftly  in  ruins ;  to  the  right,  clofe  to  the 
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caftern  wall,  is  a  very  commodious  done  flaircafe.  On  the  firft 
Jloor,  which  is  fupporred  by  Itone  arches,  as  alfo  are  the  other  two 
llorics,  are  the  quarters  of  ttie  JauifTirics,  which  are  divided  into  fe- 
Vcral  rooms.  In  the  fecond  are  tlie  apartments  of  the  Janizaraga, 
or  general  of  the  Janifl'aries.  On  the  third  are  thofe  of  the  women, 
except  thofe  rooms  to  the  eail,  which  are  three  in  number,  in  which 
are  kept  the  antique  dcfenfive  weapons  and  armour  of  all  kinds,  as 
fpears,  lances  ol  different  fizes,  bows  and  arrows,  fhields,  helmets, 
horfe  armours,  daggers,  andfwords;  all  thefe  were  taken  from  the 
Chriftians,  when  the  Turks  conquered  Jerufalem.  The  middle  one 
of  thefe  rooms  is  called  by  the  Turks  David’s  room,  to  which  they 
pay  great  devotion,  and  have  a  lamp  hanging  over  the  wiridow, 
which  burns  day  and  night ;  nor  dares  any  one  abide  in  it ;  as  the 
Turks  fay  that  if  any  one  fleep  in  it,  he  will  be  found  dead  ntXt 
morning,  except  the  man  who  is  appointed  by  the  Aga  to  Ihew  thefe 
curiofities  to  ftrangers,  on  making  him  a  trifling  compliment  of  a 
few  paras.  The  top  of  this  palace  is  flat,  and  has  half-a-dozen  brafs 
iix  pounders,  badly  mounted,  three  of  them  towards  the  welt,  two 
to  the  north,  and  one  to  the  eaft  :  the  walli>,of  the  w  hole  llrudture  are 
built  of  a  hard  kind  of  Hone,  every  one  of  which  meafurcs  from 
eight  to  ten  feet  long,  and  from  fix  to  eight  broad.  The  height  df 
•thefe  walls,  from  the  bottom  of  the  ditch  to  the  top,  is  about  one 
hundred  and  eighty  feet;  and,  if  the  infide  of  it  was  kept  in  good 
repair,  it  would  be  an  everlalHng  Hrudure.’ 

,  In  the  hifjory,  which  the  author  afterwards  gives,  of  the  pa¬ 
triarchs  of  the  holy  fee  of  Jerufalem,  he  throws  much  light  upon 
the  origin  of  thofe  deceits  which  have  been  fo  long  praClifed  in 
that  country  by  the  interefted  miffionaries,  for  the  fake  of  emo¬ 
lument.  It  is  for  this  purpofe  only  that  they  have  pretended  to 
afcertain  the  precife  fpot  of  every  tranfacHion  of  our  Saviour’s 
life  ;  and  have  fhewed  buildings  which,  had  they  re;iliy  cxifted  at 
that  time,  muft  long  fince  have  mouldered  into  ruins.  In  the 
'  conclufion  of  the  work  is  given  a  defcriptlon  of  the  pilgrim’s 
journey  to  the  Holy  Land. 

Mr.  Lufignan’s  travels,  we  are  obliged  to  acknowledge,  are 
£ir  from  being  rciidcrcd  interefting  by  his  own  obfervations.  A 
perfon  who  feels  not  plealure  cannot  communicate  It ;  and  this 
author  feems  to  have  been  under  the  impulfe  of  fome  fecret  dif- 
fatisfailion.  An  attempt  to  enliven  his  letters,  however,  is  fre¬ 
quently  perceptible,  and  has,  we  believe,  fometiines  ied  him  to 
magnify  the  dignity  of  the  voyagers.  For,  we  have  rcaf  ui  to 
fufpect,  that  he  has  converted  a  nominal  major  into  a  general,  and 
raifed  fome  other  charavSlers  in  the  fame  propcrtlbn.  W c  meaii 
not  to  blame  him  for  thefe  trivial  compliinents ;  but  we  mull’ 
bl^ine  him  for  the  frequent  obfcurlty  of  his  narrative,  and  the 
errors  which  occur  in  all  his.  Creek  quotations,  chough  tiiey 
fcUotn  exceed  a  few;  words* 


Art. 


/ 


Phih/ophlcal  Tranfa^ions  of  the  Royal  Society  of  London.  33 

Art..  VII.  Philo fophi cal  TrarfaSiiom  of  the  Royal  Society  of 
London^  VoL  LXXIV.  For  the  Tear  1783.  Part  IL  410. 
}js.  6di  fcwed.  Davis.  London,  1783. 

I 

Art.  XIX.  the  remarkable  Appearances  at  the  Polar.  Re- 
gions  of  the  Planet  Mars,  the  Inclination  of  its 
Axis,  the  Pofition  of  its  Poles,  and  its  fpheroidical  Figure;  .with 
a  few  Hints  relating  to  its  Diameter  and  Atmofphere.  By  Wil¬ 
liam  Herfchel,  Efq.  F*  R.  S.  The  fpots  on  the  furface  of  Mars 
being  too  inconfiderable  to  determine  the  fituation  and  inclina¬ 
tion  of  its  axis,  Mr.  Herfchel  fixed  on  two  bright  fpofs,  near 
the  poles ;  the  northern  in  lat.  70®,  and  the  fouthern  in  lat.  81®  52^, 
or  more  nearly  polar.  The  north  pole  of  Mars  is  directed  to 
ly®  47'  of  Pifees,  and  the  inclination  of  the  axis  to  the  ecliptic 
amounts  to  59®  42^  The  polar  fpots,  though  without  any  verycon- 
fiderable  variation,  arc  not  conftant;  and  as  Mars  refembles  the 
earth  in  many  important  particulars,  the  ingenious  author  thinks 
it  probable  that  thefc  fpots  may  be  mountains  of  ice  and  fnow. 
They  feem  to  decreafe  after  the  martial  fummer,  in  each  hc- 
mifphere,  and  to  be  enlarged  when  they  again  turn  to  the  fun* 
As  the  planet  Mars,  like  the  earth  and  Jupiter,  is  known  to  be 
flattened  at  the  poles,  this  appearance  was  carefully  examined 
and  meafured;  and  it  was  found  that  the  corrected  proportion  of 
the  equatorial  to  the  polar  diameter  was  as  i35S  .to  1272;  tliat 
is,  nearly  as  16  to  15.  ' 

Art.  XX.  A  Defeription  of  the  Teeth  of  the  Anarchichas 
Lupus  Linnsei,  and  of  thofe  of  the  Chsetodon  Nigricans  of  the 
fame  Author  ';  to'  whichls  added,  an  Attempt  to  prove  that  the 
7'eeth  of  cartilaginous  Fifl\es  are  perpetually  renewed.  By 
Mr*  William  Andree,  Surgeon.  7'he  anarchichas  lupus  is  fur- 
nifhed  with  two  or  three  rows  of  teeth,  befides  an  external  row 
calculated  to  feize  its  prey.  The  teeth  are  not  covered  with 
enamel,  nor  fixed  in  fockets,  but  are  faftened  to  the  jaws  in  the 
fame  manner  as  the  epiphyfes  are  united  to  the  bodies  of  the 
bones  in  young  animals ;  and  the  fubftance  is  very  hard  and 
uniform.  I'he  teeth  of  the  chaetodon  feem  to  be  tranfparent ; 
but  they  cannot,  be  properly  examined  without  a  microfeope. 
When  thus  viewed,  they  appear  marked  with  black  lines,  and 
confift  of  a  cylindrical  body  fixed  to  the  jaws ;  above  which  they 
diverge  into  a  broad  and  rather  flat  furface.  The  edges  of  the 
teeth  are  fe*  rated,  and  divided  into  twelve  or  thirteen  denticuli. 

Art.  XXL  Abftraft  of  a  Regifter  of  the  Barometer,  Ther¬ 
mometer,  and  Rain,  at  Lyndon,  in  Rutland,  1783.  By  Tho¬ 
mas  Barker,  Efq. 
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Art.  XXIL  On  the  Period  of  the  Changes  of  Light  in  the 
Star  Algol.  By  John  Goodricke,  Efq.  The  chief  defign  of 
this  paper  is  to  afeertain  the  periods  of*  the  changes  with  greater 
accuracy,  and  to  confirm  the  late  obfervations  on  the  fubjecl 
by  fome  corfefponding  remarks  formeily  made  by  Mr.  Flam- 
ftead. 

Art.  XXIII.  Experiments  and  Obfervations  on  the  Terra 
Ponderofa,  &c.  By  William  Withering,  M.  D.  This  native 
foflil  was  difeovered  in  the  lead-mine  at  Allon-Moor,  in  Cum¬ 
berland.  Its  general  appearance  is  not  much  unlike  that  of  a 
lump  of  alum  ;  and  it  may  be  cut  with  a  knife.  It  is  remark¬ 
able  of  this  fpar,  in  its  native  ftate,  that  it  will  not  burn  to  lime. 
In  the  lower  degrees  of  heat  it  fufFers  no  change,  except  the 
lofs  of  its  tranfparency ;  though,  when  urged  with  a  ftronger 
fire,  it  melts  and  unites  to  the  crucible,  but  does  not  become 
cauftic.  The  terra  ponderofa  found  in  Afton-Moor  is  the 
marmor  metallicum  of  Cronftedt,  and  an  hundred  parts  of  it  con¬ 
tain  32.8  of  pure  acid,  and  67.2  of  pure  earth.  Mr.  Wither¬ 
ing’s  experiments  aftbrd  reafon  to  think  that  this  fubftance  may 
prove  an  ufefu!  flux.  The  author  deferibes  likewife  a  variety  of 
the  fame  fpar,  found  in  the  Derbyfliire  mines,  and  known  by  the 
name  of  the  Derbyfhire  cauk. 

Art.  XXI V.  Obfervations  du  Paflage  de  Mercure  fur  la 
Difque  du  Soleil  le  12  Novembre  1782,  faites  a  I’Obfervatoire 
Royal  de  Paris,  avec  des  Reflexions  fur  un  eflet  qui  fe  fait  fentir 
dans  ces  memes  Obfervations  femblable  acelui  d’une  Refraction 
dans  I’Atmofphere  de  Mercure.  Par  Johann  Wilhelm  Wallot, 
Membre  de  PAcademie  EleClorale  de  Sciences  et  Belles  Lettres 
de*Manheim,  &c.  Communicated  by  Jofeph  Planta,  Efq.  Sec. 
R,  S.  Obfervations  on  the  paflage  of  Mercury  over  the  fun’s 
Difk,  the  1 2th  of  November  1782,  made  at  the  Obfervatory  at 
Paris;  with  Reflections  on  an  EfteCt,  perceived  in  thefe  Ob¬ 
fervations,  fimilar  to  what  would  be  produced  by  a  RefraCtion  in 
the  Atmofphere  of  Mercury.  By  Johann  Wilhelm  Wallot. 
Mercury  firft  touched  the  fun’s  limb  at  2h.  56',  and  the  centre 
of  the  planet  was  on  it  in  two  minutes  more.  The  centre  was 
on  the  fun’s  limb,  in  its  exit,  at  4h.'  20',  and  the  planet  dif- 
appeared  in  little  more  than  2".  For  the  aftronomical  calcula¬ 
tions  on  this  fubjeCI  v/e  muft  refer  to  the  work. 

Art.  XXV.  Thoughts  on  the  conftituent  Parts  of  Water 
and  of  Dephlogifticated  Air.  By  Mr.^  J  amesWatt. 

Art.  XXVI.  Sequel  to  the  Thoughts  on  the  conftituent 
Parts  of  Water  and  Dephlogifticated  Air.  By  Mr.  James  Watt. 
Mr.  Watt  is  of  opinion  that  fixed  air  difiers  from  dephlogifticated 
air  in  containing'  a  greater  fhare  of  phlogifton ;  and  that  de¬ 
phlogifticated  air  is  produced  from  water  by  any  fubftance  which 
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has  a  ftronger  attraftion  for  phlogifton  than  the  principle  of 
water.  7'his  opinion,  which  is  nearly  the  fame  with  that  of 
Mr.  Cavendifh,  our  author  hds  elucidated  by  a  variety  of  ex¬ 
periments,  which  feem  to  eftablifh  the  fa£t. 

Art.  XXVII.  An'  Attempt  to  compare  and  conneft  the 
Thermometer  for  ftrong  Fire,  deferibed  in  Vol;  LXXII.  of  the 
Philoibphical  Tranfadlions,  with  the  common  mercurial  ones; 
By  Joliah  Wedgwood,  F.  R.S.  The  fcale  of  Mr;  Wedg¬ 
wood’s  thermometer  is  connected  with  that  in  common  ufej  in 
a  dexterous  and  accurate  manner,  by  the  intervention  of  ano¬ 
ther.  It  appears,  from  the  comparifon,  that  one  of  Wedg¬ 
wood’s  degrees  is  equal  to  130®  of  Fahrenheit's  fcale.  In  the 
nicer  chemical  manufaftures,  particularly  in  enamelling,  this 
method  of  afeertaining  the  different  degrees  of  heat  muff  be 
highly  ufefuL  In  an  appendix  to  this  article  Mr.  Wedgwood 
prefents  us  with  fome  curious  experiments  on  thawing  ice. 

Art.  XXVIII.  On  the  Summation  of  Series  whofe  general 
Term  is  a  determinate  Fraction  of  z,  the  Diftance  from  the 
firlt  Term  of  the  Scries.  By  Edward  Waring,  M*D.  &c. 
In  this  paper  the  author  extends  and  elucidates  fome  parts  of 
the  meditationes  analyticae  ;  the  principles,  therefore,  of  many  of 
the  rules  are  to  be  found  in  that  work,  to  fome  algebraical  in¬ 
ventions  in  which  Dr.  Waring  eftabliflies  his  claim;  It  affords 
us  pleafure  to  know  that,  amidft  his  various  improvements^  he 
has  difeovered  many  new  properties  of  conic  fedions.  We  ar-^ 
dently  wilh  to  fee  them  laid  before  the  public. 

Art.  XXIX*  Account  of*a  remarkable  Froft  on  the  23d  of 
June,  1783.  ”  By  the  Rew.  Sir  John  Gulliim)  Bart.  F.R;S.o;A. 
The  feverity  of  this  froft  was  remarkable.  Even  the  hardy 
Scotch  fir  w^as  affebled  by  it ;  and,  what  is  particularly  worthy 
of  obfervation,  the  dry  haze,  fo  general  in  that  year,  difappeared 
on  the  22d  of  June,  when  immediately  the  thermometer  funk  to 
50®.  On  the  23d  it  muft  have  been  far  below  32.  On  the 
24th  the  haze  returned  j  and  we  are  told  that,  the  neift  day, 
the  leaves  of  many  vegetables  were  covered  with  a  clammy 
fweetnefs. 

•  Art.  XXX;  On  a  new  Method  of  preparing  a  Teft  Liquor, 
to  (hew  the  Prefence  of  Acids  and  Alkalies  in  chemical  Mix¬ 
tures.  By  Mr.  James  Watt,  Engineer.  Mr.  Watt  has  found 
that  the  red  cabbage,  in  its  frefti  ftate,  has  more  fenfibllity,  both 
to  acids  and  alkalies,  than  litmus ;  and  affords  a  more  decifive 
teft,  from  its  being  naturally  blue  ;  turning  green  with  alkalies; 
and  Ted  with  acids.  It  has  likewife  the  advantage  of  not  being 
affefted  by  phlogifticated  nitrous  acid,  any  farther  than  it  acts  as 
a  real  acid.  ‘ 
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Art.  XXXI.  An  Account  of  a  new  Plant  of  the  Order  of| 
Fungi.  By  "Fhomas  Woodward^  Kfq.  This  plant  is  nearly 
fillicd  to  the  lycoperdon.  The  rapidity  of  its  growth,  and  its ! 
volva  being  generally  buried  froni  f:x  to  eight  inches  in  the 
earth,  have  prevented  it  hitherto  from  being  noticed. 

*  Art.  XXXII.  Fxpeiiments  to  inveftigate  the  Variation  of 
local  Heat.  By  James  Six,  Kfq.  Mr^  Six,  having  placed  then- 
mometers  at  three  ftations,  of  different  altitudes  from  the  earth, 
found  that  the  heat  diminifhed,  according  to  the  elevation  of 
the  inllrL’inents,  In  the  day  time  ;  but,  during  the  night,  the 
obfervation  was  frequently  reveifed.  .  The  ftate  of  the  atmo. 
fphere  feemed  to  influence  this  change  in  the  night,  but  not  in 
the  day.  The*  appearances  obferved  by  Mr.  Six  may,  in  ge¬ 
neral,  be  accounted  for  by  the  effecls  of  evaporation,  combined 
with  thofe  of  the  heat  reflected  from  the  earth.  But  the  thcr- 
motneters  ufed  by  our  author  are  not  fo  eafily  affeited  as  the 
fmallcr  inllrumcnts ;  and,  at  all  event?,  air  is  a  bad  conductor 
of  heat. 

Art.  XXXIII.  Account  of  fome  Obfervations  tending  to 
inveftigate  the  Conllruclion  of  the  Heavens.  By  Wiliiam 
Herfchel,  Efq.  F.R.S.  In  this  paper  Mr.  Herfchel  informs 
.the  Royal  Society  of  his  having  completed  a  telefcope  of  con- 
iiderable  powers,  though  far  inferior  in  llze  to  the  one  which 
he  had  intended  to  conllrudl.  With  this  inftrument,  however, 
he  has  been  able  to  I'eparate  many  of  the  cluflers  of  ttars  in  the 
milky-way  into  their  component  ftars:  From  an  aftual  enu¬ 
meration  of  fome  fields  of  view,  examined  by  Mr.  Herfchel,  he 
computes  that  a  belt  of  15®  Ipng  and  2®  broad,  cannot  contain 
lefs  than  fifty  thoufand  liars,  which  niay  be  diftindly  counted. 
Exclufive  of  this  allonilhing  number,  he  has  difeovered  four 
hundred  and  fix  new  nebuhe,  which,  we  believe,  have  not  hi¬ 
therto  been  obferved  by  any  other  perfon.  I'his  great  aftro- 
nomer  feems  to  alTume  it  as  a  principle  that  the  liars  are  ranged 
in  ftrataj  and  he  endeavours  to  coiifirm  his  opinion  by  fhewing 
Its  conformity  to. appearances.  We  cannot  refrain  from  grati¬ 
fying  our  readers  with'a  few’of  the  author’s  obfervations: 

'  *  A  very  remarkable  circumllance  attending  the  nebulae  and  clufters 
of  flars  is,  that  they  arc  aridnged  into  flrata,  which  feem  to  run  ca 
to  a  great  length  ;  and  fome  . of  them  I  have  already  been  able  to 
parfue,  fo  as  to  guefs  pretty  well  at  their  form  and  direftion.  Jt  is 
probable  enough  that  they  may  furroand  the  whole  apparent  fphere 
of  the  heavens,  not  unlike  ilie  milky  w'ay,  which  ut^doubtedly  is 
nothing  but  a  ftratum  of  fixed  flars.  And  as  tliis  latter  immenfe 
flarry  bed  is  not  of  equal  breadth  or  lull  re  in  every  part,  nor  runs 
on  in  one  ftraight  diredlion,  but  is  curved  and  even*  divided  into  two 
ftreams  along  a  very  confiderable  portion  of  it;  we  may  likewMfe 
txpeft  the  greateft  variety  in  the*  ftwta  of  the  cluilcrs  of  ftars  and 
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iicbu’je.  One  of  thcfe  nebulous  beds  is  fo  rich,  th^it,  in  palling 
through  a  fedion  of  it,  in  the  time  of  only  thirty-fix  minutes,  I 
^  dcteded  no  lefs  than  thirty- one  nebulx,  all  diilindly  vifiblc  upon  a 
fine  blue  Iky.  Their  fituation  and  lhape,  as  well  as  condition,  feem 
to  denote  the  greatcll  variety  imaginable.  In  another  llratum,  or 
perhaps  a  difierent  branch  of  the  former,  I  have  feen  doublc/and 
treble  nebulae,  variouriy  arranged ;  large  ones  with  fmall,  feem- 
ing  attendants ;  narrow  but  much  extended,  lucid  nebulae  or  bright 
daihes;  fome  of  the  lhape  of  a  fan,  refembling  an  elcdric  brulh, 
jiTuirtg  from  a  lucid  point ;  others  of  the  cometic  lhape,  with  a  feem- 
ing  nucleus  in  the  centre;  or,  like  cloudy  liars,  furrounded  with  a 
nebulous  atm^fphere ;  a  different  fort  again  contains  a  nebulofity  of 
the  milky  kind,  like  that  wonderful,  inexplicable  phenomenon  about 
6  Orionis ;  while  others  Ihiue  with  a  fainter,  mottled  kind  of  light, 
which  denotes  their  being  refolvable  into  liars. 

.  ^  It  is  very  probable  that  the  great  llratum,  called  the  milky  way, 
is  that  in  which  the  fun  is  placed,  tl^ough  perhaps  not  in  the  very 
centre  of  its  thicknefs.  VVe  gather  this  from  the  appearance  of  the 
galaxy,  which  feems  to  encoinpafs  the  whole  heavens,  as  it  certainly 
n;uft  do  if  the  fun  is  within  the  fame.  For,  fuppofe  a  number  of 
liars  arranged  between  two  parallel  planes,  indefinitely  extended  every 
way,  but  at  a  given  confiderable  diftance  from  each  other;  and, 
calling  this  a  fidereal  ftratum,  an  eye  placed  fomewhere  within  it  will 
fee  all  the  ftars  in  the  diredion  of  the  planes  of  the  ftratum  preje^ed 
into  a  great  circle,  which  will  appear  lucid  on  account  of  the  accu¬ 
mulation  of  the  liars  ;  while  the  reft  of  the  heavens,  at  the  fides,  will 
only  feem  to  be  fcattered  over  with  conllcllations,  more  or  lefs  crowded, 
according  to  the  diilance  of  the  planes  or  number  of  ftars  contained 
14  the  thicknefs  or  fides  of  the  ftratum.*  '  , 

*  Art.  XXXIV.  An  Account  of  a  new  Species  o(  the  Bark-* 
Tree,  found  in  the  Illand  of  St.  Lucia.  By  Mr,  George  Da- 
vldlbn.  This  tree  is  a  variety  of  the  Cincona  Carribbaea  of 
Linnaeus,  in  the  laft  edition  of  the  Species  Plantarum. 

Art.  XXXV.  *  An  Account  of  an  Obfervation  of  the  Meteor 
of  Auguft  18,  1783,  made  on  Hewit  Common,  near  York.  By 
Nathaniel  Pigott,  Efq.  F.  R.  S.  .  This  is  the  fame  meteor  de- 
feribed  by  Dr.  Blagden  and  others,  of  which  we  gave  an  account 
in  our  laft  Review. 

Art.  XXXVI.  Obfervations  of  the  Comet  of  1783.  By 
Edward  Pigott,  Efq,  This  comet  was  obferved  on  the  19th  of 
November,  1783  ;  and  ,it  was  difeovered  at  Paris,  by  Mr.  Ma- 
chain,  on  the  ?6th  of  the  fame  month. 

Aft,  XXXVII,  Experiments  on  mixing  Gold  with  Tin. 
By  Mr.  Stahefby  Alchbrne,  of  his  Majefty’s  Mint.  Dr.  Lewis 
had  obferved  that  the  fmalleft  proportion  of  tin  and  lead,  or 
even  their  vapours,  though  they  did  not  add  weight  enough,  ta 
Ae  gold  to  be  fenfible  in  the  tendered  balance,  rendered  it  fo 
brittle  that  it  flies  in  pieces  under  the  hammer.  Mr.  Alchorne 
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has  examined  this  fubject  by  experiment,  and  found  that  even 
one  twenty^fourth  part  of  tin  did  no  very  elFential  injury  to  the 
malleability  of  gold}  and  the  fumes  had  no  oblervcable  effedt. 
The  mixture?  became  more  hard  and  hanii  in  proportion  to  the 
quantity  of  alloy  *,  but  none  of  them  had  the  appearance  of  what 
workmen  call  britde  gold.  Mr.  Alchorne  therefore  conjevSlures, 
with  great  probability,  that  the  brittlenefs  arofe  from  the  im¬ 
purity  of  the  tin ;  and  he  found  that  twelve  grains  of  the  re- 
gulus  of  arfeaic  will  deftroy  the  malleability  of  as  many  ounces 
of  gold. 

.*  Art.  XXXVIII.  Sur  un  moyen  de  donner  le  Direction  aux 
Machines  Aeroftatiques.  Par  M.  le  Comte  de  Galyez.  On 
the  Means  of  diredling  Aeroftatic  Machines.'  By  the  Count  of 
OalvLZr  A  frivolous  expedient,  very  inaccurately  treated;  and 
in  the  experiment  relative  to  which  the  aeroftatic  machine  was 
a  hat! 

Art.  XXXIX.  An  extraordinary  Cafe  of  a  Dropfy  of  the 
Ovarium ;  with  feme  Remarks.  By  Mr.  Philip  Meadows  Mar- 
tineau,  Surgeon.  The  quantity  of  water  difeharged  from  this 
womin  amounted  to  fix  thoufand  fix  hundred  and  thirty-one 
pints,  or  upwards  of  thirteen  hogftieads,  which  is  more  than  is 
faid  to  have  been  taken  from  Ladj  Page.  She  lived  in  a  drop- 
lical  ftate  twenty-five  years,  and  was  tapped  eighty  times. 

Art.  XL.  .  Methodus  inveniendi  Lineas  Curves  ex  proprie- 
tatibus  Variationis  Curvaturae.  .  Pars  Secunda.  Auftore  Ni- 
cplao  Landerbeck,  Mathcf.  ProfefT.  in  Acad.  Upfalienfi  Adjun£to. 
The  Second 'Part  of  the  Method  of  finding  Curves,  from  the 
Properties  of  the  Variation  of  Curvature.  By  Nicholas  Lan¬ 
derbeck,  Profeflbr  of  Mathematics  in  the  Univerfity  of  Upfal. 

.  The  volume  concludesi  as  ufual,.wdth  the  lift  of  prefents,  and 
the  names  of  donors. 


Art. ‘VIII.  Difeourfes  on  the  Four  Gofpels^  chiejiy  with  Regard 
'  to  the  peculiar  Dejipi  of  each^  and  the  Order  and  Places  in  which 
they  were  written'*  To  which  is  added  an  Inquiry  concerning  the 
Hours  of  St.  John^  of  the  Romans^  and  of  fome  other  Nations  cf 
''Antiquity.  By  Thomas  TownfoUy  D.D.  Archdeacon  of  Rich- 
fnondy  one  of  the  Relfors  of  MalpaSy  Chejhirey  and  fome  Time 
Felloiv  of  St,  Mary  Magdalen  Collegey  Oxford.  The  Second 
'Edition^  correHed.  To  which  is  fuljoined  a  Sermon  on  the  Man- 
her  of  our  Saviour  s  teaching.  8vo.  boards.  Prince, 

Oxford;  Payne  and  Son,  London.  1788* 
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rPHIS  valuable  addition  to  our  ftock  of  evangelical  know- 
lodge,  we  are  told  in  an  adveitifcment  prefixed,  the  author 
ventuies  to  lay  betore  the  public,  in  deference  to  two  or  three 
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learned  friends.  We  cannot  help  acknowledging  our  gratitude 
to  thefe  gentlemen,  who  have  undertaken  the  publication  of  the 
ork,  W'hile  we  pay  our  tribute  of  relpcct  to  the  ingenious 
author. 

The  firfl:  difeourfe  is  a  fermon  on  John  xx.  30,  31.  The 
principal  objefts  of  which  are,  firft,  to  ftiew  the  peculiar  defign 
of  each  gofpcl,  and  to  w^hat  ftate  of  the  church  it  was  adapted  ; 
fccondly,  to  give  a  brief  view  of  the  cha rafters  of  the  evange-i 
lift's,  and  their  qualifications  for  writing  their  feveral  gofpels# 
"I'his  fermon  contains  a  general  view  of  the  whole  work;  and, 
being  uninterrupted  by  references  and  allufions  neceflary  to  il- 
luftrate  fome  parts,  is  admirably  calculated  to  keep  the  attention 
alive  through  the  fubfequent  more  elaborate  inquiries.  But  we 
cannot  eafily  perceive  the  necellity  of  introducing  the  preface  to 
St.  John^s  golpel,  as  our  author  no  where  protelTes  to  engage 
in  this  controverfy.  On  which  account  we  think  the  repetition 
of  the  fubjeft,  page  222,  equally  exceptionable;  for  how  true 
foever  the  pofition  may  be,  aflertions  introduced  in  this  way  are 
not  what  we  expeft  from  fo  learned  and  candid  a  WTiter.  This 
difeourfe  concludes  with  a  general  view  of  the  arguments  in  fa¬ 
vour  of  the  infpiration  of  the  evangelifts,  which  are  fummed 
up  with  equal  concifenefs,  ftrength,  and  perfpicuity :  . 

*  We  aferibe,  and  I  truft  with  equal  piety  and  juftice,  the  gift  of 
infpiration  to  all  the  evangelifts.  But  this  muft  be  fupported  againft 
cavils  and  objeftions  by  a  reafonable  account  of  their  confent  with 
each  other.  Now,  if  we  attend  properly  to  the  nature  and  delign 
of  each  gofpel,  and  the  charader  and  fituation  of  its  author,  they' 
will  commonly  point  out  the  reafon  why  he  is  general  or  more  di- 
ftindl  in  his  narration,’  brief  in  one  article  and  copious  in  another; 
why  he  expreifes  himfelf  in  fuch  or  fuch  a  manner,  or  dwells  on  this 
or  that  particular,  and  pafles  by  others,  w'hich  of  themfelves  may  ap¬ 
pear  of  equal  or  greater  importance.  Not  only  the  propriety  and 
fpirit  of  many  paftages  will  be  more  confpicuous  in  this  light,  than  if 
they  are  viewed  in  disjointed  pieces,  or  in  a  blended  text ;  but  little 
variations  of  one  gofpel  from  another  will  be  feen  to  refult  from  the 

1  genius  of  the  work,  in  an  equal  confiftence  with  truth ;  and  feeming 
repugnances  between  the  facred  hiftorians  will  find  an  eafy  folution. 

*  Again  :  the  genuinenefs  and  integrity  of  the  gofpel  arc  matters 
of  the  greateft  importance  to  our  Chriftian  faith ;  and  though,  God 
be  praifed,  we  have  abundant  proof  of  both  from  the  confentient 
teftimony,  the  numerous  citations,  the  comments  of  antiquity,  arid 
the  well-known  care  of  the  primitive  and  fucceeding  ages  of  the* 
church  to  preferve  thefe  facred  depofits  inviolate;  yet  a  religious  mind 
miift  obferve,  with  comfort  and  delight/  to  how  great  a  degree  the 
gofpels  authenticate  themfelves. 

‘  If  we  take  a  few  plain  hiltorical  fails  from  ancient  and  credible 
authors,  that  four  gotpels  were  compofed  by  fuch  men,  on  fach  oc- 
cafions,  and  in  fuch  a  manner,  and  then  carefully  examine  the  diilinft' 

-  C  4  '  cluraiVii 


I  ♦ 


Townfon'i  Difcourfes  on  the  Four  Gofpels. 


charaflers  of ’the  gofpels  as  we  now  have  them  ;  we*(hall  find  them 
anfwer,  with  great  exadlnefs,  to  the  idea  given  of  their  ftatc  in  the 
ages < of  thefc  authors. 

‘  But,  with  a  very  few  notices  from  other  writers,  an  examination 
of  the  gofpels  themfelves  will  open  to  us  a  further  view,  and  Ihew 
clearly  that  we  pofiVfs  them  not  only  as  the  fathers  tranfmitted  them, 
but  as  tlie  evangeiills  wrote  them.  For,  if  we  confider  them  atten¬ 
tively,  we  (hall  lind  in  each  fuch  a  plain  and  unlludied  agreement 
Vvith  :he  circumfiances  of  its  author,  and  of  perlbns  and  things  then 
fubfifting,  as  could  only  proceed  from  the  evangelifl  himfelf. 

*  '  We  find  in  St.  iVlatihew  the  marks  of  his  relation  to  Galilee, 
where  he  had  been'  bred  and  employed  ;  the  ftyk  of  one  who  had  im¬ 
bibed  and  retained  the  veneration  cf  his  people  for  their  city  and 
temjde  ;  who  had  a  familiar  acquaintance  with  the  laws  and  maxims 
and  manners  of  the  Jews;  and  addrefTed  himfelf  to  them  in  his 

.  gofpel.  His  language,'  in  treating  of  the  moll  fignificant  and  exalted 
charader  which  hath  appeared  among  men,  is  fo  Ample  and  un¬ 
adorned,  as  to  be  a  clear  indication  that  the  noble  and  majeftic, 
which  are  fometimes  intermixed  with  this  fimplicity,  were  the  plain 
and  faithful  reprefentation  of  what  he  had  feen  and  heard. 

*  There  arc  in  his  gofpel  and  in  St.John’s  very  evident  tokens 
that  they  were  compefed  by  apoftles  of  Chrift ;  nor  is  it  lefs  con- 
fpicuous  that  St.  Mark’s  was  didlated  by  a  perfon  of  the  fame 
order. 

‘  Another  charafter  is  diftingui (liable  in  St.  Luke;  the  charadler 
of  one  who  wrote  with  a  comprehenfive  knowledge  cf  his  fubjed, 
but  not  as  an  apoftle,  or  eye-wknefs.  Ihofe  little  circumllances, 
which  the  del'cription  of  a  beholder  is  apt  to  afTociatc  with  the  chief 
aflion,  may  be  obferved  in  feveral  places  of  St.  Mark,  and  f^^metimes 
in  the  latter  part  of  the  Acts  of  the  ApoiUes  :  but  we  hardly  meet 
with  them  in  St.  Lukels  gofpel. 

*  He  treats  the  failings  of  the  apoftles  with  much  greater  tender- 
nefs  than  they  tliemfelves  do ;  and  calls  them  by  this  name  of  pre¬ 
eminence,  which  they  do  not  alTume. 

*  When  he  makes  mention  of  Chrift,  as  from  himfelf,  he  fubfti- 
tutes  the  title  of  Lord  for  the  name  of  Jefus  oftener  than  all  the  other 
evangelifts  together.  St.  Matthew,  in  his  own  pcrlbn,  never  ufes  it; 
St.  John  fcldom ;  and  St.  Mark  only  at  the  end  of  his  gofpel,  where 
he  fpeaks  of  ChrilVs  felfion  at  the  right-hand  of  God.  Perhaps 
St.  Luke  had  feldom  or  never  feen  Him  as  ‘  made  a  little  lower  than 
the  angels,’  whom  he  continually  faw,  in  his  figns  and  wonders,  in 
his  gifts  and  graces  and  Ipiritual  bleflings  to  his  church,  as  crowned 
with  glory  and  honour,  and  Lord  of  all ;  .and  what  was  afeendant  iii 
his. thoughts  had  an  influence  on  his  didllon. 

*  Thus,  wJiile  the  great  objefts  propofed  to  us  in  the  gofpels  help 
to  aflure  to  our  minds  that  our  religion  is  from  God;  an  inferior 
train  of  circumllances  is  interwoven  with  the  hiilory  of  this  reli¬ 
gion,  which,  if  we  duly  attend  to  them,  will  help  to  fatisfy  us  that 
the  hiilory  is  authentic.'  The  ufe  of  certain  words  or  phrafes 
by  one  evangelift,  the'change  or  omilTion  of  them  by  another,  little 
divQpfides,  enlargements,  or  contraftions,  in  relating  the  fame  thing; 
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thcfef  and  other  incidental  peculiarities,  which  are  found  in  each  of  tho  * 
cofp^Sf  have  a  congruity  with  the  characters  or  defigns  of  the  fcveral 
evangelifts,  that  is  lo  juit  and  natural,  and  often  conliib  in  fomething 
fo  minute  and  infignificant  in  itfelf,  as  to  exclude  all  fiifplcion  of 
after-device.  Kence  therefore  we  have  a  powerful  confirmation  of 
the  external  evidence  that  each  ^ofpel  is  the  work  of  the  author 
whole  name  it  bears,  and  has  all  along  fubfifted  juft  as  he  pub- 
lilhcd  it.* 

The  fecond  difeourfe  contains  the  teftimonles  of  the  ancient 
writers  concerning  the  four  evangclifts.  Thefe  are  ihort,  as 
we  might  expeft  after  what  has  been  done  by  the  late  Dr.  Lard- 
ner.  The  chief  thing  obfervable  in  our  author  is  thededuc-' 
tions  he  draws  from  them  relative  to  the  order  and  dates  of  the 
four  gofpels ;  which  we  fhall  take  notice  of  prefently. 

The  third  difeourfe  conlifts  of  preparations  for  determining 
the  order  of  the  evan2;elifts  by  internal  evidence.  *  In  this  our 
It  author  confirms  Dr.  Lardner*s  opinion,  that  each  fijbfequent 
U  evangelift  was  acquainted  with  the  golpel  of  his  predecfCllbr.  By 
%  marking  parallel  paflages  in  the  different  writers,  he  proves,  in 
ibme  ftriking  inftances,  that  St.  Mark  frequently  took  pains  to 
^  illuftrate  pafiages  of  St.  Matthew,  who,  writing  entirely  for  the 
Jews  in  Judea,  was  lefs  particular  in  many  of  his  delcriptions. 

I  St.  Luke  is  fliewn  to  be  attentive  to  explaining  not  only  fomc 
I  paflages  in  Matthew,  but  in  St,  Mark  alfo,  who  appears  to  have 
I  written  for  a  mixed  aflembly  of  Jewifh  and  Gentile  converts. 

I  Having  taken  this  general  view  of  the  fubje£I,  our  author 
I  particularifes  each  evangelift  in  a  difcoijrfe  by  itfelf.  In  the 
I  fourth  we  have  a  view  of  the  internal  evidence  that  St.  Matthew 
I  wrote  before  St.  Mark  or  St.  Luke;  that  he  wrote  very  early, 

I  and  for  the  Jews  in  Judea.  Thefe  fa£ts  are  as  well  proved  as 
1  the  nature  of  the  evidence  will  admit.  Fortunately  the  exadt 
date  of  this  gofpel  is  not  of  very  great  confequence;  for  while 
i  we  admit  tffat  our  author  has  done  jufticc  to  every  part  of  the* 

^  queftion,  we  muft  confefs  ourfelves  in  doubt  as  to  the  very  early 
period  he  fixes  on* 

In  the  next  difeourfe  our  author  undertakes  to  prove,  by  a 
fimilar  chain  of  evidence,  that  St.  Mark  publifhed  his  gofpel  be¬ 
fore  St.  Luke ;  that  he  wrote  it  under  the  direftion  of  St.  Peter; 
compofed  it  for  a  mixed  fociety  of  Jewifh. and  Chriftian  con¬ 
vert?,  and  publifhed  it  in  Italy  about  the  year  6o.  As  thefe 
opinions,  except  a  few  years  in  the  date,  are  pretty  generally 
held  by  the  moft  efteemed  .writers,  w'e  need  only  lay  we  find 
them,  urengthened  by  fome  new  arguments  ;  efpecially  the  pro¬ 
bability  that  St.  Peter  was  concerned  in  writing  this  hiftory. 

The  fixth  difeourfe  is  dircdled  to  prove,  by  the  fame  kind  of 
fividence,  that  St.'Luke  wrote  his  gofpel  for  the  Gentile  converts; 

and 
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and,  on  account  of  the  ignorance  of  his  readers  of  Jewifli  cuf- 
toms,  &c.  is  more  explicit,  on  many  fubjecSts,  than  either  Mat¬ 
thew  or  Mark.  Our  author  confirms,  by  many  new  and  inge¬ 
nious  arguments,  Dr.  Lardner’s  opinion  that  this  gofpel  was 
publifhed  in  Achaia;  and  concludes  this  part  of  his  work  with 
a  review  of  the  order  of  the  evangelifts,  and  fome  ufeful  obfer- 
vations  on  St.  Luke’s  preface. 

The  next  difeourfe  is  confined  to  St.John’s  gofpel,  which  is 
confidered  as  fupplementary  to  the  other  three,  and  as  intended 
for  a  very  advanced  ftate  of  the  church.  The  doctor  is  of  opi¬ 
nion,  with  Mr.  Jones  and  many  other  able  writers,  tliat  St.John 
WTOte  his  hiftory  after  the  deftruction  of  Jerufalem.  But,  fa- 
tisfied  as  we  are  with  his  proofs  tliat  the  evangelift  furvived  that 
important  event,  yet  we  think  Dr.  Lardner’s  principal  argument 
relative  to  the  date  of  this  gofpel,  remains  unanfwered.  If 
St.  Johri  wrote  to  explain  and  confirm  what  had  been  delivered 
by  the  former  evangelifts,  it  is  unlikely  he  ftiould  have  deferred 
fo  important  a  bufinefs  for  thirty  years.  The  flow  circulation 
of  copies  in  thofe  days  is,  we  think,  an  infuflicient  caufe,  when 
we  confider  the  magnitude  of  the  bufinefs,  and  the  charader  of 
the  writer.  'I'he  difeourfe  concludes  with  the  following  concife 
iummary  of  this  part  of  the  work ; 


*  The  evangelifts  in  fucceflion  purfiied  a  wife  and  fure  method  of 
warranting  the  truth  and  genuinenefs  of  each  former  gofpel twith 
all  the  authority  of  the  latter.  Let  us,  for  inllance,  fuppofe  St.  Peter 
to  have  been  requefted,  or  to  liave  defired,  to  leave  his  teftimony 
with  the  church,  in  St.  Mark’s  gofpel,  of  the  authenticity  of  St.  Mat¬ 
thew’s.  How  was  this  to  be  effeded  ?  He  might  have  mentioned 
it,  as  he  does  St.  Paul’s  cpiftles,  in  terms  of  refpedl,  and  called  it 
the  gofpel  of  our  beloved  brother  Matthevo\  -hy  which,  or  the  like 
words,  he  would  doubtlefs.  have  borne  witnefs  to  the  truth  of  it. 
But  if  a  queftion  ihould  arife,  not  whether  Sc.  Matthew  had  compofid 
a  true  gofpel,  but ‘whJch  vuas  the  true  gofpel  of  St.  Matthew;  fuch 
a  teftimony  cimld  uo  more  decide  it,  than  the  ranking  of  St.  Paul’s 
cpiftles  with  the  other  feriptures  can  determine  whether  thecpiftle  to 
the  Hebrews  be  St.  Paul’s.  If  then  a  gofpel  was  afterwards  to  appear 
under  the  title  of  Fhe  Go/pfl  according  to  the  Hebrevosy  which  might  be 
jniftaken,  and  actually  was  miftaken  by  fome,  for  the  authentic  gofpel 
of  St.  Matthew;  how  could  St.  Peter  depofit  with  the  church  a  better 
tpuchftone  by  which  to  deleft  the  adulteratCy  than  by  incorporating  io 
much  of  genuine  into  his  own  gofpel  ? 

*  Again;  if  Sr.  I  uke^tranfcribcd  leveral  paffages  from  St,  Mark, 
wc  have  the  attcftaiion  not  only  of  St.  Luke;  but  of  his  friend  and 
principal,  St.  Paul,  to  the  verity  of  this  gofpel. 

Laftly,  St.  John  authenticated  the  three  foregoing  gofpels  by. 
an  oppofiic  method,  that  is,  by  omitting,  not  repeating,  what  they 
had  rcLuiL’*  . 
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Townfon’i  Dtfiourfts  on  the  Four  Gojpefs**  ifj 

The  dghth  <lifcourfe  Is  an  inquiry  into  the  method  In  which 
St.  John  reckons  the  hours.  This  is  alone  enough  to  rank  our 
author  among  thofe  fuccefsful  inquirers  to  whom  pofterity  muft 
look  up  with  gratitude.  It  is  impoflible  for  us  to  give  a  fair 
account  of  this  part  of  the  work,  either  by  abridgment  or  ex-% 
tract;  we  therefore  recommend  the  perufal  of  the  whole  to 
every  reader  who  wifhcs  to  be  direfted  in  a  refcarch  on  which 
fo  many  circumilances  depend.  We  (hall,  however,  offer. the 
following  pallage  to  (hew  In  how  ftriking  a  manner  a  relation 
may  be  rendered  interefting,  though  only  introduced  to  illuftratc 
an  inquiry,  and  unembellilhed  by  a  fingle  ornament  of  com* 
pofition : 

‘  At  three  then  in  the  morning  our  Lord  ‘  was  led  into  their 
council,’  and  foon  after  pronounced  guilty  of  death.  I'hen  followed 
what  is  thus  related ;  •  And  llraightway  in  the  Froi  [early  in  the 
morning]  the  chief  priefts,  having  held  a  confultation  with  the 
ciders  and  fcrlbes  and  the  whole  council,  and  having  bound  Jefus,  led 
him  away,  and  delivered  him  to  Pilate.’  Thefe  words  of  St.  Mark 
imply  fpeed  in  refolving  and  ading :  and  fo  do  St.  Luke’s :  •  And 
they  faid,  Wh:  t  need  we  any  farther  witnefs  ?  for  we  ourfelves  have 
heard  of  his  own  mouth.  And  the  whole  multitude  of  them  arofc, 
and  led  him  unto  Pilaie.’  Probably,  therefore,  they  were  at  the 
piaetorium  before  four  in  the  morning;  when,  *jt  the  dawn  was  not 
begun,  there  was,  however,  the  light  of  a  fail  moon. 

‘  Here  our  Lord  was  accufed  of  affuming  the  dignity  of  a  king,  in 
prejudice  of  Cefar’s  authority.  To  which  accufation  he  did  not 
vouchfafe  to  reply ;  except  when  Pilate  afked  him  in  the  prsetorium. 
Whether  he  were  the  king  of  the  Jews  f  He  then  declared  that  he 
was  a  king,  but  that  his  kingdom  waThot  of  this  world.  Upon  which 
Pilate  went  out  and  profefled  that  *  he  found  no  fault  in  him.’  Pre- 
(ently  after,  having  learnt  ‘  that  the  man  was  a  Galilean,’  he  re¬ 
mitted  the  hearing  of  his  caufe  to  the  tetrarch  of  Galilee.  But  by 
Herod  he  was  quickly  fent  back  with  a  contemptuous  telHmony  of 
his  innocence.  His  prolecutors  returned  with  him  ;  to  whom  Pilate 
pbferved,  that  even  Herod  had  exprefied  no  fear  or  jealoufy  of  him  ; 
and  that  he  himfelf  found  no  fault  in  him.  And  now  knowing,  per¬ 
haps  from  feme  inquiries  made  while  they  were  abfent  with  Herod, 
that  the  chief  prieiis  and  elders  ‘  had  delivered  him  for  envy/  he 
applied  himfeif  to  the  populace,  who  were  expefting  the  annual  in¬ 
dulgence  of  having  a  prifoner  releafed  to  them  whom  they  defired. 
To  them  he  offered  the  relealement  of  jefus ;  but  the  offer  not  meet¬ 
ing  with  acceptance,  he  then  confined  them  to  the  choice  of  Jefus 
,  or  Birabbas,  that  their  fufi'rages  might  ilill  fall  as  he  wifhed.  At 
the  mitigation  of  their  fuperiors  they  chofe  Barabbas,  notorious  for 
I  (cdiiion,  of  which  they  were  accufing  our  Lord,  Yet  he  (eems  ftill 
!  to  have  left  them  the  liberty  of  faving  jefus,  by  afeing,  ‘  What  will 
ye  then  that  I  Ihould  do  unto  him  whom  ye  call  the  king  of  the 
jews  ?*  But,  inflead  of  rcquelling  his  life,  they  called  out  for  his 
crucifixion  with  fuch  vehement  and  loud  voifes,  that  Pilate,  to 
I  ■  appeafe 
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appeafe  their  fury,  ordered  him  to  be  fcourged  by  his  foldicrs  in  the 
practorium,  and  then  to  be  brought  forth  and  exhibited  to  them ; 
prefacing  his  appearance  with  another  atteftation  of  his  innocence, 
and  expecting  that  fuch  a  fpedlacle  as  was  fet  before  them  mull  ex¬ 
cite  commiferation  in  their  breads :  *  Behold  the  man  !*  But  this 
tade  of  blood  ferved  only  to  diarpcn  their  appetites  for  it.  The  cry 
of,  ^  Crucify  him,  crucify  him,*  was  reiterated,  and  a  new  charge 
brought  againd  him,  ‘  That  he  made  himfelf  the  Son  of  God.* 
Pilate,  darlled  at  this,  went  again  into  the  praetorium,  and  afked 
him.  ‘  Whence  he  was  ?’  Our  Lord,  not  choofing  to  influence  a 
judge,  who  was  concerned  only  with  his  innocence,  by  revealing  his 
dignity,  gave  no  anfwt  r  to  this  quedion,  but  fpoke  a  few  words  to 
another  po*nt  with  fuch  divine  compofure,  that  Pilate  fought  the 
more  to  releafe  him.  Enraged  at  fuch  condud  of  the  governor,  the 
Jewifli  rulers  threw  out  hints  of  accufing  him  to  a  jealous  and  fuf- 
picious  madcr,  as  no  friend  of  Cefar,  if  he  let  this  man  go.  lie 
therefore  fat  down  on  the  tribunal  to  pafs  the  fentence  they  defired ; 
yet  dill  hefitated  tp  pronounce .  it.  *  And  it  was  about  die  fixth 
hour.*  i 


Our  author  gives  a  hint,  in  one  part  of  this  inquiry,  that  ; 
the  difference  among  the  early  Chriftians  in  computing  Eafter 
might  have  arifen  from  St.  John’s  mode  of  reckoning  the  hours.  * 
If  by  this  he  means  only  to  leave  the  fubjeci  to  be  improved  by 
others,  he  (hould  have  mentioned  it  in  that  way;  if  to  draw 
any  conclufions,  beyond  that  of  St,  John’s  being  attentive  to 
regulations  of  time,  he  is  not  fufficiently  explicit. 

Annexed  to  the  whole  of  this  valuable  work  is  a  fermon, 
preached  at  the  primary  vifitation  of  the  Biftiop  of  Chefter, 
T*his  contains  a  (hort  view  of  our  Saviour’s  manner  of  teach¬ 
ing;  dwelling  chiefly  on  the  familiarity  of  his  allufions ;  the 
ffmplicity  of  his  images ;  the  purity  of  his  difeourfes,  which 
are  for  the  moft  part  praflical ;  and  the  divine  authority  with 
which  they  were  fupported  by  the  miraculous  power.  All  thefc  i 
our  author  touches  upon  with  brevity  and  perfpicuity,  and  draws 
from  them  fome  remarks  well  worthy  the  attention  of  his  re¬ 
verend  hearers. 
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Art.  IX.  A  Narrative  of  the  Expedition  to  Botany  Bay^  lAc. 
By  Captain  Walter  Tench^  of  Marines.  8vo.  3s.  6d.  Dcbrett. 
London,  1789. 


I 


N  the  Narrative  before  us  we  have  a  faithful  account,  'drawn 
up  with  confiderable  intelligence  and  judgment,  of  the  ex¬ 
pedition  to  New  South  Wales ;  of  the  progrefs  made  in  the  fet- 
tlemcnt  there  at  the  time  the  narrative  was  written ;  and  of  the 
country,' inhabitants,  &c.  Capt.  'rench  appears. to  be  an  acute 
and  penetrating  obferver,  and  has  neglcfted  nothing  to  render  his 
work  interefting.  The  language  is,  in  general,  clear  and.eafy, 
excepting  that  our  author  now  and  then  falls  into  the  errors  of 
a  young  writer,  by  torturing  the  conftru£lion  and  arrangement 
of  his  fentences.  Upon  the  whole,  the  work  is  fpirlted  and  lively, 
and  abounds  with  much  ufeful  information. 

During  the  voyage  nothing  very  particular  occurs ;  how¬ 
ever,  amongft  other  ufeful' nautical  remarks,  the  negleft  of  the 
not  laying  down,  in  the  modern  charts  of  the  Atlantic,  the 
Salvages,  a  clufter  of  rocks  betwixt  the  Madeiras  and  Canary 
Iflands,  is  very  properly  noticed,  fince  it.  may  be  attended  by  the 
worft  confequences  to  navigators. 

Good  inftruftions  are  given  to  thofe  who  may  profccute  the 
voyage  in  future,  relative  to  the  provifion  of  articles  to  be  made 
at  home,  and  what  they  will  find  at  the  different  ports  at  which 
it  will  be  neceflkry  to  touch.  In  refpeef  to  their  own  fituation, 
our  author  complains  ‘  that  fome  of  the  ncceflaiy  articles  al- 
^  lowed  to  fhips  on  a  common  voyage  to  the  Weft- Indies  were 
‘  withheld';  that  portable  foup,-  wheat,  and  pickled  vegetables, 
‘  were  not  allowed ;  and  that  an  inadequate  quantity  of  eflence 
‘  of  malt  was  the  only  antifcorbutic  fupplied.*  This  negledl  we 
can  fcarcely  pardon,  fince  government,  during  the  late  war, 
drew  fuch  fatal  experience  of  the  neceftity  of  a  fupply,  in  long 
voyages,  of  all  kinds  of  antifcorbutics,  and  fince  this  voyage 
claimed  fo  very  particular  an  attention.  On  the  paffage,  not- 
wlthftanding,  only  one  marine,  of  two  hundred  and  twdve,  was' 
loft ;  and  of  feven  hundred  and  feventy-five  convidls,  oiily 
twenty-four.  It  is  fomewhat  extraordinary  that  Captain  Tench 
does  not  notice  the  lofs  of  feamen,  if  any  fuch  lofs  did  really 
occur. 

The  defeription  of  the  marines  and  conviefts,  on  their  being 
firft  landed  at  Port  Jackfon,  is  very  pleailng :  ‘  Bufinefs,*  favs 
our  author,  ‘  now  fat  on  every  brow ;  and  the  feene,  to  an  in- 
‘  different  fpedlator,  would  have  been  highly  pidlurefque  and 
*  amufmg.  In  one  place,  a  party  cutting  down  the  woods ;  a 
^  fecond  [party]  fetting  up  a  blackfmith’s  forge ;  a  third  drag- 
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*  ing  along  a  load  of  ftones  or  provifions ;  and  here  an  ofEccr 
‘  pitching  his  marquee,  with  a  detachment  of  troops  parading 
‘  on  one  fide  of  him,  and  a  cook’s  fire  blazine  on  the  other.’ 

In  the  courfe  of  his  narrative  Captain  Tench  arraigns  with 
juftice,  on  feveral  occafions,  the  remifihefs  of  government.  He 
regreb  the  neglect  of  not  inferting,  irt  the  marine  mutiny  aft, 
a  claufe  by  which  a  fm;Jler  number  of  officers  than  thirteen  fliall 
compofe  a  general  court-martial ;  fince,  in  their  prefent  ftatc, 
fhould  detachments  be  made  from  head-quarters,  or  ficknefs 
prevail,  a  military  court  may  not  always  be  practicable.  He 
conjectures,  from  particular  circumftances,  that  there  are  mines 
in  the  country,  which  might  be  found  ufePal ;  but  there  is  no 
one  on  the  fpot  capable  of  determining  with  any  precifion.  The 
birds  are  in  great  variety,  and  of  the  molt  exquifite  beauty  of 
plumage  ;  but  a  zoologift  is  wanted  ;  and  they  have  no  botanift 
to  colleft  and  deferibe  the  rare  and  beautiful  plants  with  which 
the  country  abounds.  Indeed,  we  flattered  ourfelves,’  fays  our 
author,  ‘  when  at  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope,  that  Mafon,  the 
^  king’s  botanical  gardener,  who  was  employed  there  in  col- 

*  lefting  for  the  royal  nurfery  at  Kew,  would  have  joined  us ; 
^  but  it  feems  his  orders  and  engagements  prevenbd  him  from 
^  quitting  that  beaten  track  to  enter  on  this  feene  of  novelty  and 
^  variety.’  There  is  alfo  a  want  of  overfeers  to  direft  the  con- 
vifts  in  their  nccefiary  labours  and  employments  ;  and  no  prac¬ 
tical  farmer  has  been  lent  out.  We  hope  to  hear  foon  that  thefe 
defefts  have  been  remedied. 

Speaking  of  the  natives,  Captain  Tench  remarks  the  Angular 
cultom  cf  cutting  off  from  the  left-hand  of  the  women  the  two 
lower  joints  of  the  little  finger :  for  this  he  can  affign  no  parti¬ 
cular  reafon. 

The  natives,  it  feems,  are  particularly  expert  in  throwing 
their  fpears ;  and  feveral  convifts  have  been  w^ounded  by  them. 
They  are  no  lefs  dexterous  in  repairing  them :  ‘  A  broken  one 
^  being  given  by  a  gentleman  to  an  Indian,  he  inftantly  fnatched 
‘  up  an.oyfter-lhell,  and  converted  it  with  his  teeth  into  a  tool, 

*  with  which  he  prefently  falhiohed  the  fpear,  and  rendered  it  fit 
‘  for'ufe;  in  performing  this*  operation,  the  foie  of  his  foot 
‘  fervedhim  as  a  work  board.’ 

It  is  a  ftrange  fact  that  an  old  Indian  parted  with  his  beard 
with  fo  little  reluftance,  that  he  came  albngfide  one  of  the  fhips 
fooh  after  to  have  the  (having  repeated.  On  all  other  occafions 
thefe  Indians  are  particularly  tenacious  of  their  cuftoms. 

Except  the  kangaroo,  there  are  few  quadrupeds  at  New  South 
Wales.  The  defeription  of  this  animal  given  by  Captain  Cook 
our  author  corrects ;  and  gives  the  dimenfions  of  a  male,  the 
extreme  len^^th  of  which  was  fo  much  as  feven  feet  three 
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jiiches;  notwithftanding  which  he  afferts,  from  obferv'ation,  that 
animal,  when  brought  forth,  is  not  larger  than  an  Englilli 
^iioufe.  Its  fpeed  is  almoft  equal  to  that  of  a  greyhound,  and 
Its  bound,  when  not  hard  prefl'ed,  exceeds  twenty  feet. 

This  animal,  fetting  afide  a  very  few  fifli,  has  afForded  the 
C)nly  frelh  food  to  the  new  fettlers ;  and  Captain  Tench  remarks 
how  very  fortunate  it  is  for  them  that  there  are  no  beafts  of 
prey  in  the  country  to  deprive  them  of  the  flefh  of  the  kan- 


aroo. 


The  climate  is  good;  and  in  fummer  the  heats  are  moderated, 
ready  by  the  Yea  breeze  :  ‘  I'he  thermometer  has  never  rifen 
beyond  84,  nor  fallen  lower  than  35.'  * 

An  obfervatory  is  eredled  at  a  fmall  diftance  from  the  camp,  for 
the  purpofe  of  obferving  a  comet  expected  Ihortly  to  appear  in 
the  fouthern  hemifphere. 

Captain  Tench  complains,  that,  at  the  date  of  his  narrative, 
there  was  no  fortified  poft,  or  place-  of  fecurity ;  and  points  put 
in  unfeafonable  vifit  from  the  Indians,  to  prove  the  neceffity  of 
fuch  a  guard  againft  them. 

Upon  the  whole  we  have  been  very  much  inftrudled  and  en¬ 
tertained  by  this  Ihrewd  and  fenfible  pamphlet,  the  author  of 
which  difplays  great  penetration  and  difeernment.  In  two  re- 
fpecls,  however,  we  beg  to  differ  from  him. 

He  remarks  that,  whatever  may  have  been  promifed,  no  other 
(advantage  can  be  derived  from  the  fettlement  but  that  of  a  con-’ 
venient  receptacle  for  the  convicts ;  obferving,  that  although 
Norfolk  Ifland  is  well  ftored  with  wood  for  Inip-building,  the 
furf  will  render  its  exportation  impradlicable. 

In  the  Eaft-Indies,  particularly  at  Madrafs  and  Vizagapatnam, 
no  boats  can  come  within  feveral  hundred  yards  of  the  fhore ; 
yet  the  former  is  a  place  of  extenfive  trade,  the  rendezvous'  of 
the  men  of  war,  and  the  arfenal  at  w’’hich  large  fleets  have  been 
fupplied  with  every  neceffary  article.  At  the  latter  there  is  a  ftill 
greater  furf,  with  a  very  fmall  river  and  a  weak  tide ;  here  they 
build  veffels,  and  launch  them,  through  the  furf,  at  fpring  tides. 
The  communication  with  the  fhore  is  managed  by  furf-boats, 
exprefsly  calculated  for  the  purpofe. 

Captain  Tench  affirms  that  the  diftance  of  Ne\y  South  Wales 
will  prevent  its  becoming  a  place  of  trade. 

If  .  this  implies  a  trade  to  Great-Britain  Amply,  he  is  pro¬ 
bably  right.  But  we  believ^e  it  very  poflible  for  the  feulers  to 
trade  to  China,  Baiavia,  and  other  parts  in  the  Eaft.  Even 
now  the  China  fhips,.  which,  from  the  failure  of  the  particular 
winds  that  ufed  to  prevail  in  the  China  feas,  are  obliged  to  feek 
the  caftern  pafTage, .generally  make  Van  Diemen’s  land.  May 
not  Port  Jackfon,  under  many  circumftanccs,  be  a  very  eligible 
place  to  touch  at  ? 


Art. 
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Art.  X.  A  Comparative  Statement  of  the  Two  Bills  for  the  better 
Government  of  the  Briti/h  Poffejjions  in  India^  brought  into^  Par, 
liament  by  Mr.  Fox  and  Mn  Pitt.  With  explanatory  Oh ferva* 
'  tiom^  By  R.  B.  Sheridan^  Efq*  The  Fourth  Edition.  410.  is. 
Debrett.  London, 

•  •  T  ' 

*  I 

A  S  It  is  our  obje£l  to  make  a  fair  cftlnrate  of  Mr.  Sheridan’s 
^  produftion,  and  at  the  fame  time  to  do  jufticc  to  Major 
Scotty  whofe  anfwer  we  fhall  confider  next,  perhaps  it  may  be 
neceflary  to  thefe  ends  to  place  before  the  reader  the  fubftance 
of  the  former  gentleman’s  ftatement,  which  takes  up  but  a 
fmall  proportion  of  the  pamphlet.  We  fhall  therefore  exhibit 
at  length  the  portraits  of  the  two  bills,  as  drawn  by  Mr.  She¬ 
ridan  : 


^  Mr.  Fox’s  bill  *  di/confinued’* 
the  powers  and  authorities  of  the 
Company  for  the  term  of  four 
years,  and  transferred  thofe 
powers,  and  no  more,  or  others, 
for  the  faid  term,  to  feven  di- 
reflors,  named  by  Parliament,  to 
be  by  them  exercifed  *  in  trujl 
for,  and  for  the  beneft  of  tlk  faid 
Company.* 


*  Mr.  Fox’s  bill  did  not  afi*e£l 
to  feparate  the  right  of  nominat¬ 
ing  and  appointing  the  perfons  to 
be  cntrullcd  and  employed  in  exe¬ 
cuting  the  meafures  of  govern  • 
ment  in  India,  from  the  right  of 
originating  anddire^ing  the  mea- 
fur^  themfelves* 


«  Mr. 


*  Mr.  Pitt’s  bill  continues  the 
form  of  the  Company’s  govern¬ 
ment,  and  profcfles  to  leave  the 
patronage  under  certain  condi¬ 
tions,  and  the  commerce  without 
condition,  in  the  hands  of  the 
Company ;  but  places  all  matters 
relating  to  the  civil  and  military 
government  and  revenues^  in  the 
hands  of  fix  commifiioners,  to  be 
nominated  and  appointed  by  his 
Majedy,  under  the  title  of  *  Com- 
inilfioners  for  the  Affairs  of  India 
which  board  of  commiflioners  is 
in  veiled  with  the  fuperintendance 
and  control  over  all  the  Britifli 
territorial  poffeflions  in  the  Eait- 
Indies,  and  over  the  affairs  of  the 
United  Company  of  Merchants 
trading  thereto.’ 

‘  Mr.  Pitt’s  bill  denies  to  his 
commiffioners  any  right  of  nomi¬ 
nating  or  appointing  to  any  office, 
civil  or  military;  but  it  referves 
to  them  the  power  of  annulling 
every  appointment  of  the  Com¬ 
pany  in  a  right  of  recalling  every 
perfon,  civil  or  military,  in  the 
Company’s  fcrvice ;  as  well  as  an 
cxclufive  right  to  cenfure  or  ap 
prove,  fufpendi  or  .reward,  ac¬ 
cording  to  their  judgment  or  dif- 
cretion. 

•  Mr. 
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<  Mr.  Fox's  bill  did  not  pre¬ 
tend  at  once  to  ’divide  the  com¬ 
mercial  from  the  political  interefts, 
or  the  trade  from  the  revenues  of 
the  Company;  and  did. therefore 
provide  that  nine  ‘  afliftant  di¬ 
rectors/  nominated  by  parliament 
‘  from  among  the  proprietors  of 
Eart-India  ftock/  fhould  form  ‘  a 
I  board  for  the  foie  purpofe  of  or¬ 
dering  and  managing  the  com¬ 
merce  bf‘  the  fald  united  Com¬ 
pany,’  under,  and  fubjeCl  to  the 
orders  and  directions  of  the  faid 
fuperior  board* 


‘  Mr.  Fox’s  bill  did  not*pre- 
lend  to  be  founded,  in  any  refpect, 
iipon  the  confent  of  the  Company, 
lor  to  produce  a  fyitem  of  reform 
igreeable  to,  or  concerted  with, 
(hofe  whofe  abufe  of  power  it  pro- 
eflefl  to  remedy. 


r 
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*  Mr.  Pitt’s  bill  profefles  to  di¬ 
vide  the  political  and  commercial 
interehs  of  the  Company  between 
the  board  of  control  and  the  di- 
re^tors>  but  denies  to  the  directors 
the  right  to  manage,  order,  or 
direct  their  commercial  concerns 
.  in  India,  unlefs  their  difpatches 
fhall  have  received  the  fanCtion  of 
the  fignaturcs  of  the  members  of 
the  board  of  control ;  and,  in  cafe 
the  faid  board  Ihould  direCtly  in- 
'.terfere  in  the  commerce  of  the 
Company,  the  remedy  provided 
for  the  directors  is,  *  an  appeal  to 
the  king  in  council^  again  it  the  de^ 
cijion  of  his  majej  fs  minifien  i  and 
*  his  niajelty’s  decliion,  in  council, 
is  final  and  conclufiye.’  It  alfo 
gives  to  the.  board  of  control, 
while  it  profefles  to  leave  the 
trade  of  the  Compdny  indepen¬ 
dent,  an  abfolute  power  over  the 
territorial  revenues  of  the  Com¬ 
pany  in  India,  ‘  the  clear  profits 
arifing  from  which,  after  defray¬ 
ing  the  charges  and  expences  at¬ 
tending  the  fame,’  form  the 
principal,  if  not  the  foie,  fund 
upon  which  their  trade  with  India 
is  now  carried  on. 

‘  Mr.  Pitt’s  bill  was  avowedly 
communicated  to  the  directors  of 
the  Company,  and  to  the  pro¬ 
prietors  ;  its  feveral  prdvilions 
difeufled  by  them,  and  many  ma¬ 
terial  alterations  were  made  in  the 
plan  after  it  had  been  brought 
into  parliament,  declaredly  for 
the  purpofe  of  according  to  the 
fuggeftions,  and  granting  the  ex¬ 
planations  required  by  the  Com- 
,pahy..  Upon  this  ground  the  bill 
pafled ;  and  fince  that  time  there 
is  fcarce  any  one  right  or  power 
which  the  Company  conceived  to 
have  been  fee u red  to  them,  which, 
in  the  opinion  of  the  court  of  di- 
reClors,  has  not  been  broken  in 
upon, by  the  board  of  control— 

^9*  D  the 
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vith  any  tv:i 
more  commijjtonersy  may  tianfad 
matters  of  any  fort  with  the  coun¬ 
try  powers ;  may  treat  with,  or 
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Mr.  Fox’s  bill*  placed  the 
.wlio^e  of  the  powers  taken  from 
;e  Company  in  the  new  govern¬ 
ment  eftablilhul  at  home^  in  or¬ 
der  that  they  might  be  executed 
ender  the  infpection  and  control 
of  ihe  legiflature  and  of  the 
public. 


Mr.  Fox’s  bill  eftabllflied  no 
m  of  tnyficry  and  conccahncnt 
the  management  of  affairs  of 
•y  fort;  but,  on  the  contrary, 
i  exprcfsly  provide  that  ttie 
of  the  board,  eflablifiied 
;  that  bill,  fnould  be  clear  and 

open ; 


cf  the  T\vo  Itfe*  5  ^ 

without  ading  in  his  name,  or 
under  his  authority ;  and  thefe 
things  he  may  do  again  il  the  will 
of  tne  diredors,  and  without  the 
knowledge  of  parliament;  fo  that 
in  truth,  the  prefent  beard  of  con- 
trol  have,  under  Mr,  Pitt's  hill^' 
Jeparated  and  ufurped  thofe  very 
IMPERIAL  PR  E  ROCtATIVES 
FROM  THE  CROWN  fwhich  HMCre 
FALSELY  /aid  to  have  been  given 
to  the  nevj  hoard  oj  direelors  under . 
Mr,  Fo:Ps  bill, 

‘  Mr.  Pitt’s  bill,  aflifled  by  the 
explanatory  adl  of  1786,  bcfide 
the  new  and  extraordinary  powers 
given  to  the  board  of  control  at 
home,  has  given  to  the  governors 
and  prefidents  abroad  the  moft  de-* 
fpotic  and  extravagant  authori¬ 
ties  :-^unlike  any  thing  that  could 
have  been  fuppofed  to  originate 
in  a  free  ftate,  and  utterly  irre- 
concileable  to  the  fpirit  of  the 
Brltifh  Conftitution ;  by  virtue  of 
W'hich  defpotic  authority,  among 
other  enormities  whicli,  under  the 
name  of  government,  may  be 
committed,  the  governor  or  pre- 
fidem  of  the  council  may,  upon 
his  fingle  pleafure*,  feize  and  fc- 
cure  any  Britilh  fubjeft  in  India, 
of  whatever  rank  or  fituation,  and 
upon  the  accusation  only  of  anv 
one  perfon,  caufe  him  to  be 
thrown  on  (hip-board,  or  impri- 
foned,  until  there  (hall  be  ‘  a  con¬ 
venient  opportunity  of  fending 
him  to  England,*  where,  by  the 
fame  bill,  a  new  tribunrd  and 
proceeding,  equally  unheard  of 
in  the  conlHtution,  are  provided 
for  his  trial. 

^  Mr.  Pitt*s  bill  ha's  provided  a 
feret  co?nmiitee,  in  the  court  of 
diredlors,  who  are  bound  by  a 
folemn  oath,  from  which  tiie 
board  of  control  alone  can  relcafe 
them :  and  through  this  fecret 
committee,  who  are  bound  to 
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open  ;  that  their  opinions  (hould 
*  be  ^iveii  in  no  covert  manner/ 
and  tjiat  their  motives  of  condud, 
as  well  as  their  meafures,  (hould 
ftand  ‘  recorded  on  their  journals, 
fjgned  with  the  name  of  each  di¬ 
rector;’  thereby  inaking  them  re- 
fponliblc  to  parliament  and  to 
their  country,  by  the  bell  pledge 
and  lecurity  for  refponfibility — 
an  explicit  avowal  of  their  pur- 
pofes  at  the  time  they  refolved  on 
their  meafures. 

‘  Mr.  Fox’s  bill  avowed  its  ob¬ 
ject  clearly  and  dillindly ;  and 
was  worded  with  fuch  plainncG 
and  prccifion,  as  to  leave  no  room 
for  mifeonttrudion,  nor  need  of 
explanation,  in  the  minds  of  any 
but  of  ihofc  who  would  not  take 
the  trouble  to  examine  it,  or  who 
che  fe  to  mifunderlland  it,  or  who 
were  incapable  of  undcritanding 
miy  things 


♦  Mr.  Fox’s  bill  w^as  a  meafure 
of  experiment ;  the  term  of  its 
duration  limited  to  four  years  ; 
and  during  that  period  the  affairs 
of  the  Company  were  placed  fo 
immediately  and  intelligibly  un¬ 
der  the  eye  of  Parliament,  that  a 
permanent  and  wcll-digcftcd  fyl- 
tem  for  the  future  government  of 
thofc  valuable  pofltflions  might 
reafonably  have  been  expecied 
from  the  wifdom  of  the  legifia- 
ture,  before  that  term  fhoiild  have 
been  expired.  A  fyitem  that 
might  have  reftored  to  the  Com¬ 
pany  all  rights  and  privileges 
which,  confidently  with  the  ends 
of  good  government,  they  could 
pofTcfs,  and  have  provided  real 
and  cffeflual  fecurities  to  the  con- 
ilitution,  wherever  the  judgment 

of 


obey  all  orders  of  that  board,  as 
the  lervanis  in  India  are  bound  to  i 
obey  ail  orders  of  the  fecret  com¬ 
mittee,  a//  the  enormous  pOTven  and 
prerogatives  before  mentioned, 
may  be  cxercifed,  without  a  peffi-  ' 
biiity,  (hould  the  commifTioners  fo  ^ 
pleafe,  either  that  the  King,  the  [; 
Company y  or  Parliament,  (hall  ever 
hear  even  of  fuch  orders,  until  [ 
they  (hall  have  been  carried  into  ‘ 
full  efredl. 

*  Mr.  Pitt’s  bill,  in  the  pre¬ 
amble  to  all  its  claufes,  profelTes 
objedls  diredlly  contrary'  to  its 
cnadments;  and  is  worded  either 
with  fuch  crafty  ambiguity,  cr 
Inch  contemptuous  negligence, 
that  neither  ttiofe  whofe  interefis 
were  to  be  molt  affeded  by  it,  nor 
thofe  who  have  argued  mod  in 
fupport  of  it,  have  ever  been  able 
^  to  agree  upon  its  meaning;  and 
the  prefert  declaratory  law  is  the 
fourih  fubfidiary  flatutc  w'hich,  in 
the  fpace  of  four  years,  has  in 
vain  endeavoured  to  explain  the 
original  ad. 

‘  Mr.  Pitt’s  bill,  and  all  its  ex¬ 
planatory  and  fupplementai  acts, 
arc  perpetual  la^rs,  and  profels  to  j 
be  "a  f^nal  arrangement  for  the  go-  j 
vernment  of  India ;  by  which 
means  the  Company  is  wholly  at 
the  mercy  of  the  board  of  con¬ 
trol,  not  only  with  refped  to  the 
renewal  of  their  charter  of  exclii- 
Ji've  trade,  but  with  refped  to 
their  claim  of  property  in  the 
territorial  revenues  in  India,  as 
well  as  in  their  corporate  capacity 
as  merchants,  entitled  to  *  a  free 
trade  in  common  with  the  rell  cf 
the  king’s  fubjeds,’  although 
their  monopoly  ^ould  not  be  re¬ 
newed  ;  and  in  this  fituation  they 
are  placed,  in  dired  violation  of 
the  faith  of  the  legiflature  cr- 
gaged  to  them  for  a  valuable 
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of  Parliament  Ihould  have  found  conlideration  upon  a  folemn  coin- 
it  neceflary  to  add  to  the  power  pad :  while  neither  againll  the 
and  influence  of  the  crown.*  board  of  contrcl  udiug  on  pur- 

polcs  of  exclufive  p>owcj  and  am¬ 
bition^  nor  againll  the  crown  ad- 
ing  in  coliuiion  with  tite  lx)ard  of 
control,  and  covertly  direding  its 
nieafures  and  its  influence,-  is 
there  any  provilion  made  for  the 
,  danger  which  may  arife  to  the 

conititutioa.’ 

In  a  general  view  of  this  comparifon,  we  by  no  means  con- 
fent  to  its  being  a  candid  llatement  devoid  of  all  that  colouring 
which  Mr.  Sheridan  very  gravely  difclaims,  but  which  his  genius 
is  too  wanton  to  abandon  in  earneft.  T  he  portrait,  inftead  of 
conveying  in  a  fimple  outline  the  true  proportions  and  linea¬ 
ments  of  each  particular  feature,  has  all  the  advantages  of  an 
artful  dlfpofition  of  drapery,  and  that  partial  diftribution  of  light 
and  lhade,  which  govern  the  effedl  without  deftroying  the  re- 
femblance.  'Fhis,  we  repeat,  in«  the  inftance  before  us,  is  a 
wanton  exercife  of  talents;  for  furely  the  more  difcrect  me¬ 
thod  would  have  been  to  have  ftolen  in  the  outfet  a  prejudice 
from  us  in  behalf  of  his  candour,  and  have  created  in  our  minds 
a  refpect  for  the  intrinfic  merits  of  his  caule  by  fo  naked  an 
exhibition  of  fads,  that  wc  might  have  been  carried  fairly 
through  the  ftatement  without  being  able  to  accufe  him  of  any 
illegal  aflumptioiis,-  or  denying,  him  the  advantage  of  a  folid 
ground  for  his  fubfequent  reafonings.  Such  a  condud  would 
have  been  more  mafterly  and  perfuafive,  inafmuch  as  it  is  more 
eafy  for  our  vulgar  underftandings  to  rejed  unfound  propoli- 
tions,  than  to  trace  out  remote  fallacies  througn  tlie  maze  of 
complicated  arguments,  or  refill  the  accumulated  force  of  con¬ 
fident  conclufionSt  , 

We  will  now  proceed  to  particulars.  Mr.  Sheridan  refleds 
upon  the  ludicrous  manner  in  which  Mr.  Pitt’s  bill  is  pieced 
and  patched  by  fubfequent  alterations.  We  cannot  fay  that  this 
circumllance  appears  to  us  to  merit  either  ridicule  or  reproach. 
Works  of  imagination  and  fancy  will  often  mount  inllanta- 
neoufly  to  perfedion ;  but  a  (lower  and  Headier  march  is  pre- 
feribed  to  the  produdions  of  reafon;  they  are  not  only  obliged 
to  clear  as  they  go  the  impediments  that  (land  in  their  way,  to 
arrive  at  a  fixed  and  permanent  ftation  they  mull  even  antici¬ 
pate  obltrudions  and  difficulties^  that  their  vidory  may  be  made 
more  complete  by  removing  them,  and  that  they  may  pollefs  in 
full  fecurity  the  excellence  to  which  they  afpire.  Gentlemen  of 
high  and  eager  fpirits  naturally  wifti  to  difpenfe  with  tnefe  cau¬ 
tious  proceedings,  and,  difdaining  to  accommodate  their  plans  to 
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the  ordinary  courfc  of  things,  and  to  common  contingencies, 
require  that  nature  and  neceflity  Ihould  yield  compliance  to  their 
ingenious  fyftems.  We  muft  alfo  recolletSf,  when  we  hear  the 
iimplicity,  integrity,  and  fudden  maturity,  of  Mr.  F<  x’s  fcheme 
commended,  that  there  is  no  caufe  to  wonder  if  a  plan  be 
brought  to  a ‘quicker  perfection,  and  framed  with  greater  cafe 
and  difpatch,  which  regards  only  the  interefts  and  aggrandife- 
ment  of  a  feledl  few,  than  that  hich  is  meant  to  comprehend 
the  interefts  of  a  nation,  and  to  confult  and  reconcile  the  oppo- 
lite  demands  and  contending  rights  of  different  individuals  and 
different  deferiptions.  Mr,  Sheridan  is  doubtlefs  a  man  of  a 
very  plcafant  vein,  and  compofes  excellent  comedies  ^  he  may 
love,  therefore,  to  contemplate  that  perfeCt  whole  fo  commend¬ 
able  in  works  of  tafte  and  fancy;  he  may  covet  that  fimplicity 
fo  conducive  to  grandeur  and  beauty  in  the  works  of  elegant 
clefign  ;  but  the  coarfer  judgments  of  the  majority  wili,  in  this 
inftance  at  leaft,  approve  more  of  the  various  and  fpreading 
fabric  created  by  Mr,  Pitt,  than  the  towering  and  treriiendous 
ftruCfuic  defigned  by  the  loftier  conceptions  of  Mr.  Fox’s 
genius. 

After  having  made  what  he  wifhes  to  be  upderftood  as  a  fair 
ftatement  of  the  two  bills,  Mr.  Sheridan  proceeds  to  comment 
upon  the  feveral  articles  (  f  each.  In  which  tafk,  though  doubt- 
Icfs  he  difplays  much  ingenuity  and  addrefs,  yet  we  cannot  help 
remarking  that  all  thofe  arguments,  on  which  he  appears  to 
build  fo  much  refpedling  the  imperious  afcendency  cf  tiie  board 
of  control,  fall  with  much  greater  force  upon  Mr.  Fox’s  fyftciii, 
which  meditated  the  entire  abolition  of  all  the  patronage  a.nd 
power  of  the  Eaft-India  Company*.  It  appears  to  us  that  the 
comparative  merit  of  the  two  bills  would  be  beft  determined  by 
adopting  a  criterion  which  Mr.  Sheridan  has  cither  overlooked, 
or  defignedly  neglccSled,  as  not  favouring  the  conclufions  he  \vas 
anxious  to  deduce.  1  he  f  rft  thing  to  be  ccnfidered  is  furely 
the  particular  evil  or  corhplaint  that  called  an  alteration  of 
the  old  fyftem  ;  the  next  point  in  queftion  is  the  ground  or 
origin  of  that  evil,  which,  when  we  have  difeovered,  we  fecin 
to  have  found  the  teft  by  which  the  yirtue  of  the  two  bills  are 
to  be  tried.  Its  competency  to  remove  this  is  the  grand  rc- 
quifite  in  the  new  fyftem ;  the  Icfs  the  violence  it  ufes,  and 
the  fmaller  the  facrifee  it  makes  to  obtain  this  end,  the  mere 
perfedt  and  incorrupt  is  its  form  ^nd  teinlency.  By  fuch  a  pro- 
cefs  we  bring  thehi  to  a  much  f;iifcr  trial  than  we  can  do  by 
any  partial  comparifon  of  particular  parts  or  particular  good  or 
ill  confequences,  without  keeping  in  fight  the  particular  evil 
propofed  to  be*  remedied.  Now,  the  primary  objedl  of  the  new 
regulations  was,  if  we  are  not  miftaken,  to  redrefs  the  abufe  of 
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power  in  Eaft-Indies  ;•  and  this  purpofe  feems  only  capable 
of*  being  effected  by  placing  the  patronage  of  the  Company 
under  feme  control  which  might  prevent  its  being  totally  fub- 
fervient  to  the  intcrelfs  of  commerce.  W  hen  men  are  guided 
onlv  by  lucrative  motives  in  their  choice  of  deputies,  the  con¬ 
duct  expedted  from  thefe  deputies  will  be  that  which  is  molt 
for  the  advantage  of  their  conftituents,  in  a  commercial  view ; 
and  expediency  may  come  at  lall  to  be  deemed  an  apology  for 
the  moll  opprellive  meafures.  And  yet,  on  the  other  hand, 
ought  this  patronage  to  be,  in  feme  ineafure,  fubfervient  to  the 
interells  of  commerce,  inafmuch  as  commercial  advantage  was 
the  original  delign  of  the  inlHtution  itfclf,  and  is  a  confidefatioix 
only  fecond*to  the  duties  of  jullice  and  humanity.  What  re¬ 
gulation  then  could  be  devifed  fo  accommodated  to  thefe  oppo- 
lite  ends  as  that  which  leaves  it  in  the  power  ot  thofe  who  mull 
needs  be  bed  acquainted  with  their  own  interells,  to  appoint 
to  nations  to  which  the  care  of  them  is  committed,  and  at  the 
fame  time  provides  another  power  that  is  fuppofed  to  adl  upon 
other  confiderations,  and  which  is  therefore  armed  with  a  ne¬ 
gative  authority,  of  force  to  refclnd  the  orders  of  the  inferior 
court,  as  the  claims  of  humanity  and  jalVice  ought  to  be  endued 
with  an  authority  fuperior  to  the  dicEites  of  interell  and 
expediency.  This  ought,  and  feems  actually  to  have  been, 
the  principle  of  Mr.  Pitt’s  bill.  If  thofe  appointed  to  the 
commiilion  have  an  interell  drawing  the  fame  way  with  that  of 
the  proprietors,  this  principle  is  violated.  In  conformity  with 
thefe  ideas,  the  commilhoners  of  the  board  of  control  are  not  au- 
thorifed  to  originate  or  dire£l  the  rrieafures  of  the  Company, 
which  power  is  lodged  in  the  hand>  of  the  direcdors  chofeii  out 
of  the  body  of  the  proprietors  ;  and  if  this  right  be  at  any  time 
intrenched  upon,  the  remedy  provided  for  the  dire(!Sors  is  an  ap¬ 
peal  to  the  kiivg  in  council. 

This  fituation  of  the  king  deciding  between  thefe  oppofite 
claims  of  two  defcrlptions  of  his  fubjedls,  Mr.  Sheridan  endea¬ 
vours  to  throw  into  a  ludicrous  and  debafmg  light, 'by  alleging 
‘  that  his  majelly  fits  the  unprincely  umpire  between  his  coii- 
\  tending  fubjects,  deciding  upon  the  extent  of  imperial  prero- 
‘  gatives,  in  the  exercife  of  w'hich  he  has  neither  will  nor  voice. ^ 
If  this  be  a  degrading  light,  his  majefty  or  his  reprefentative 
is  in  a  ftate  of  conftant  and  uniform  debafement  in  the  exercife 
of  hls' judicial  authority,^  which  extends  no  further  than  to  de¬ 
clare  the  will  and  meaning  of  the  laws.  Thefe  are  evils,  how¬ 
ever,  interwoven  in  the  faired  fydem ;  and  doubtlefs  many 
inconvenlcncies  in  Mr.  Pitt’s  plan  bear  a  forrowful  tedimon^ 
to  the  imperfection  and  debility  of  all  human  projects  ;•  but  let  it 
be  jjemembereJ,  tlxat  thefe  evils  are  not  to.  be  confidered  inde- 
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pendently  and  abftra(3edly,  but  are  to  be  weighed  againft 
concomitant  advantages ;  and  then,  perhaps,  fome  of  them  will 
be  found  to  be  even  neceflary  to  the  exiftence  of  thefe  advan¬ 
tages,  and  the  reft  to  be  greatly  overbalanced  by  them.  Let  us 
rcfle£l  alfo  that  fome  fecurity  is  derived  to  us  from  the  circum- 
fiance  of  there  being  two  bodies  of  men  whofe  concurrence  is 
neceflary  to  every  promotion  in  our  Eaft-India  fettlements,  and 
other  meafures  of  general  and  national  confequence ;  which  fort 
of  provifion  againlt  abufes  of  power,  is  the  ultimate  fupport  of 
all  laws,  and  the  lirmeft  and  moft  faithful  pillar  in  the  fabric  of 
political  fociety. 

We  will  next  examine  the  title  Mr.  Fox’s  bill  polTefles  to  the 
encomiums  of  Mr,  Sheridan.  The  general  praiie  of  fimplicity 
in  its  conftruclion  wc  have  already  confidered ;  happily  its  objed: 
was  equally  Ample  and  manifeft.  It  w’ent  to  ilrip  the  Eaft- 
India  Company  of  all  its  powers  and  authorities,  and  transfer 
them  to  the  dire£lors,  named  by  parliament,  to  be  by  them 
exercifed  in  truft  for  the  benefit  of  the  faid  Company, 
Much,  doubtlefs,  was  loft;  -a  charter  w^as  wholly  cancelled; 
thofe  who  \vere  moft  interefted  in  the  promotion  of  the  trade 
were  to  be  robbed  of  the  privilege  of  conducting  it ;  the  faith 
of  government  w'as  to  be  completely  broken ;  and  a  fourth  eftate, 

•  fupported  by  a  vaft  excefs  of  patronage  and  powxr,  was  to  be 
introduced.  Here  then  much,  doubtlefs,  was  gained  ;  but, 
unlefs  we  are  grofsly  deceived,  the  advantages  that  might  have 
been  expeCted  from  it,  w^ould  have  been  totally  circumferibed 
to  the  individuals  that  were  to  have  been  raifed  to  this  imperial 
ftation,  and  the  miniftry  and  the  party,  who  probably  made 
themfelves  fure  of  ereCling  upon  this  broad  bafis  their  own  gran¬ 
deur  and  their  own  permanency. 

Mr.  Sheridan  lays  confiderable  ftrefs  upon  the  intended  limi¬ 
tation  of  the  continuance  of  Mr.  F.ox’s  bill  to  the  term  of  four 
years.  A  flattering  and  falfc  fecurity  !  calculated  only  to  amufe  the 
moft  uiwary  and  i'uperficial  reafoners.  Thefe  who  gave  birth 
to  this  mighty  mcafure,  would  furely  too  fenfibly  fc.!  their  obli¬ 
gations  to  it  not  to  render  it  perpetual,  while,  the  meafure  itfelf 
would  difeover  a  difpofitlon  to  fupport,  wdth  a  kind  of  Alial 
gratitude,  the  venerable  authors  of  its  exiftence  and  immortality. 
Mr.  Sheridan  aflerts  that  Mr.  Fox’s  board  of  direClors,  havijig 
no  emoluments  of  oflice  to  induce  them  to  keep  their  fituation, 
would  naturally  refign  upon  a  change  of  miniftry;  fo  that 
therefore  no  danger  could  be  reafonably  apprehended  from  their 
oppofition  to  the  meafures  of  the  new  miniftry.  The  only  ob¬ 
jection  that  can  be  made  to  this  argument  is,  that  it  does  not 
appear  to  be  founded  in  truth ;  which  it  mull  be  owned  is  no 
incotifiderable  defeat,  Ance  Mr,  Fox  and  Mr.  Burke  gave  it  as 
•  their 
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their  decided  opinion  in  the  Houfe,  that  a  falary  ought  to  be 
granted  to  thofc  who  were  to  luftain  the  fatigues  of  the 

oifice.  ■  ’  . 

Mr.  Sheridan,  with  feme  art,  has  ufed  a  method  of  contro¬ 
verting  the  argument  of  Lord  Camden,  and  the  major  part  of 
reafoners  upon  the  tendency  of  Mr.  Fox^s  bill,  which  frequently 
proves  decilive  with  thofe  who  are  hafty  and  fanguine  in  nix¬ 
ing  up  their  minds  upon  a  fubjedl:.  The  expreilion  of  Lord 
Camden,  quoted  by  Mr.  Sheridan,  is  the  following  one :  ^  Had 
‘  his  majelly  thought  proper,  by  virtue  of  his  undoubted  prero- 
‘  gative,  to  have  difmiired  Mr.  Fox  and  his  party  from  his  fer- 
^  vice,  we  might  have  feen  the  King  of  Great-Britain  and  the 
^  King  of  Bengal  contending  in  parliament  for  fuperiority.* 
Mr.  Sheridan  in  order  to  difprove  this  opinion,  aflerts  that  we 
ought  to  feel  alarms  direilly  oppofite  to  thofe  alluded  to  from 
the  real  tendency  of  the  bill,  namely,  thofe  arifing  from  an  ap- 
prchenlion  that  too  great  an  acceffion  of  power  might  probably 
refult  from  it  to  the  crown,  when  it  is  confidered  that  his  ma- 
jefty  was  to  have  appointed  to  vacancies  in  the  board.  This 
argument,  however,  in  our  judgments,  inftead  of  redeeming 
the  meafure,  ferves  to  involve  it  in  deeper  ignominy,  and  to 
furround  it  with  frefti  terrors ;  it  reprefents  it  as  a  huge  and  mo¬ 
mentous  machine,  obedient  to  the  firft  power  that  impels  it,  ir- 
reliftible  when  put  into  motion,  and  bearing  down  all  oppolition, 
whichever  way  it  happen  to  be  turned  or  directed. 

We  {hall  now  take  leave  of  Mr,  Sheridan’s  pamphlet  with 
obferving  that"  the  "circurtiftance  which,  in  bur  minds,  makes 
moll  flrongly  againft  Mr.  Fox’s  plan  is,  the  fcarcity  of  good 
arguments  fo  fertile  and  commanding  a  genius  as  Mr.  Sheridan 
poffeires  has  been  able  to  fuggeft  to  him  in  its  defence.  We 
are  now,  thank  Heaven,  fairly  removed  out  of  its  reach,  and 
have  only  to  rejoice  in  our  prefent  fecurity ;  this  devoted  mea¬ 
fure  has  long  ago  expired,  and  occalional  requiems  are  fung  to 
its  departed  Ipirit  by  pious  fenators,  who  wilh  it  an  everlalting 
repofe,  while  only  Mr.  Sheridan  endeavours  to  raife  its  fhade 
and  dillurb  its  man^s  in  the  peaceful  manfion  of  the  grave. 
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Art.  XI.  Obfervations  upon  Air.  Sheridan* s  Pamphlet^  entitled^ 
*  Comparative  Statement  of  the  Two  Bills,  fur  the,  better  G^- 
vernmcnt  of  the  Britifh  Pojfejftons  in  India.*  In  a  Letter  from 
Major  Scott  to  Sir  Richard  Hi.f  Bart,  one  of  the  Knights  of  the 
Shire  for  the  County  of  Salop.  Third  Edition^  with  an  addi^ 
iional  Preface.  4to.  3s.  Dcbrett.  London,  1789. 

I 

A  LT  HOUGH  the  manner  we  have  treated  Mr.  Sheridan’s 
pamphlet  may  poflibly  have  awakened  a  dillrufl:  in  our 
readers  in  regard  to  our  political  impartiality,  we  have  never- 
thelefs  little  Icruple  to  pronounce  the  pamphlet  before  us  a  very 
honourable  fpecimen  of  Major  Scott’s  abilities,  knowledge,  and 
candour.  It  is  certainly  written  in  a  manly,  energetic,  and 
dignitieJ  manner ;  and  thofe  who  expe6l  only  what  is  promifed 
in  the  title  page,  namely,  an  anfwer  to  Mr.  Sheridan’s  pamphlet, 
will  experience  an  agreeable  difappointment  in  the  liberal  va¬ 
riety  of  ufcfal  and  connc6lcd  information  by  which  his  prin¬ 
cipal  fubjedt  is  relieved  and  illuftrated. 

The  facls  which  the  author  relates  refpefting  the  contra- 
diftory  behaviour  of  the  profecutors  of  Mr.  Hairings  towards 
Sir  John  Maepherfon,  are  ftriking-and  forcible,  and  appear  to 
be  built  upon  good  authority.  This  gentleman,  who,  it  feemr, 
is  at  this  moment  honoured  by  the  decided  and  public  approba¬ 
tion  of  Mr.  Burke,  Mr.  Fox,  and  Mr.  Sheridan,  followed  pre- 
cifely  the  fteps  of  Mr.  Haftingrr  in  his  difeharge  of  the  lame 
high  office  in  India,  and  w^as  formerly  declared,  in  the  report 
prefented  to  the  Houfe  of  Commons  during  the  Rockingham 
adminiftration,  an  im.proper  perfon  to  be  appointed  a  member 
of  the  council  of  Bengal,  w'hich  fituation  he  had  obtained 
through  the  influence  of  Lord  North. 

‘  In  defence  of  that  part  of  Mr.  Pitt’s  Bill  which  confers  cx- 
tenfive  powers  upon  the  governor-general.  Major  Scott,  with 
great  fuccefs,  quotes  the  arguments  lately  fo  much  in  fafhion, 
among  the  leaders  of  the  oppofition,  in  favour  of  a  ftrong  exe¬ 
cutive-  government.  And  indeed  it  feems  almoft  a  pity  that 
thofe  two  events,  the  India  Bill  and  the  Regency,  Ihould  io  ina- 
licioufly  confpire  to  compel  thefe  gentlemen  to  held  out  fach 
irreconcileable  opinions  within  fo  fliort  a  fpace  of  time. 

The  perfon  who  fucceeded  Sir  John  Maepherfon,  and  who 
firll  exercifed  this  increafed  authority,  w^as  Earl  Cornwallis. 
This  nobleman  received  the  government,  according  to  Sir 
John’s  account,  in  a  condition  creditable  to  the  Company,  and 
found  the  native  inhabitants  of  Bengal  the  happiell  and  belt  pro- 
tefled  fubjects  in  India  ;  our  allies  and  tributaries  confiding  in 
our  proteftion  5  and  the  country  powers  cmuloufly  afpiring  to 
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che  friendfhip  of  the  Englifh.  ‘We  now  hear,’  fays  Major 
^'cott,  ‘  of  no  factious  oppofition  in  council,  no  minutes  of 
‘  controverfy :  and  what  is  the  ftate  of  the  country  ?  Oude  is 
«  governed  upon  the  fyftem  laid  down  by  the  farmer  governor- 
^  general,  Mr.  Haftings  ;  or,  where  an  alteration  has  been  made, 
t  it  was  with  a  view  of  reiideiing  that  fyftem  more  per- 
*  niancnt.’ 

If  this  be  the  true  ftate  of  things,  fuch  concurring  and  in- 
i^untary  teftimonies  in  favour  of  Mr.  Haftings’s  government 
ought  furely  to  weigh  againft  a  mighty  accumulation  of  tine 
and  pathetic  fpeeches.  It  fliould  feem,  indeed,  that  there  is 
fomc  malevolence  in  the  fortune  which  has  ruled  the  courfe  of 
events  fubfequent  to  the  predictions  and  aftertions  of  the  oppo¬ 
fition  leaders.  Prudence  and  experience  obllinately  confpire  to 
draw  fucceeding  governors,  with  a  fort  of  infenfible  attraction, 
tow'ards  the  ancient  and  beaten  tracks  of  their  obnoxious  pre- 
deceflbr.  A  fimilar  perverfenefs  in  the  nature  of  thofe  faCts 
fet  forth  by  Mr.  Dundas,  has  falfified  the  melatKholy  prefages  of 
Mr.  Sheridan  refpeCting  the  ftate  of  the  Indies  under  the  de- 
ftruCtive  influence  of  Mr.  Pitt’s  regulations;  and,  while  Mr. 
Fox  was  contending  that  the  power  of  Mr.  Haftings  was  fo 
deeply  fixed,  both  at  home  and  abroad,  that  the  ftrong  hand  of 
parliament  w'as  neceflary  to  procure  his  removal,  the  fame  ma¬ 
lignancy  appeared  in  the  ruling  deftinies,  and  the  governor- 
general  notified  his  owm  determination  to  refign  this  dreaded 
authority.  _ 

Having  already  extended  our  remarks  upon  thefe  hoftile 
pamphlets  to  a  much. greater  length  than  w^e  generally  allow  for 
thefe  little  temporary  publications,  w^e  will  content  ourfelves 
with  one  extract  from  the  performance  under  review,  which  ap- 

1  pears  to  us  to  refleCt  credit  upon  the  talents  and  fpirit  of  the 
author : 

‘  During  the  recefs  in  1782  Lord  Lanfdown  happily  negociated 
tjiat  peace  which  preferved  Great-Britain,  and  fent  his  lordlhip  to 
an  honourable  retirement.  Is  there  a  man.  Sir  Richard,  who  will 
tell  me  he  can  trace  any  thing  that  has  the  appearance  of  principle 
in  that  combination  which  drove  Lord  Lanfdown  from  office  ?  What 
^as  it  but  a  bold,  fliamelefs,  though  a  fuccefsful  attempt  to  eflablifh 
power  at  the  expence  of  ail  principle?  and  who  can  hereafter  irnll 
to  the  profeffions  of  a  public  man  ? 

*  While  the  minifters  of  this  country  were  divided  amongfl  tliem- 
felves,  and  the  country  itfelf  experienced  the  greateft  diltrefs,-  the 
condu(ft  of  Lord  North  gained  him  the  efteem  of  all  men.  His  ad- 
njiniftration  had  been  unfortunate.  It,  was  his  unhappy  lot  to  fee; 
what  I  truft  will  not  happen  under  any  future  miniller.  In -Lord 
North’s  adminiftration  one  hundred  millions  were  added  to  the  na¬ 
tional 
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tional  debt ;  two  confiderable  armies  were  captured  ;  a  Hritilh  admiral 
was  thanked  fora  victory  in  which  not  even  a  bombkctch  was  taken  ; 
and  an  empire  was  diflevered  from  Great- Britain  for  ever.  If  1  ain 
to  believe  Mr,  Fox,  thefc  unexampled  calamities  are  to  be  imputed 
to  the  imbecility  of  Lord  North;  it  I  am  to  believe  Mr.  liurke,  fuch 
calamities  could  only  be  expiated  upon  a  public  fcaffold ;  if  1  am  to 
believe  Lord  North  and  his  friends,  we  can  trace  our  misfortunes  to 
the  unremitting  violence  of  oppofition,  and  to  their  encouragement 
and  fupport  of  rebellion.  1  am  not  competent  to  pronounce  an  opi¬ 
nion  ;  but  as  our  IcfTes  were  undoul  iedly  owing  either  to  the  one 
party  or  the  otlier,  it  was  not  very  natural  to  believe  that  an  en¬ 
lightened  nation  would  tamely  behold  two  men,  who  had  proceeded 
to  fuch  extremities,  cordially  uniting  for  the  purpofe  of  dividing  th^ 
government  amonglt  their  adherents.  Until  this  event  happened, 
the  patience  and  patrlotifm  of  Lord  North  had  fecured  him  the 
eileem  of  the  whole  nation.  Tliough  llrong  in  the  Fioufe  of  Com¬ 
mons,  he  headed  no  feiLtious  oppofition.  He  bore,  with  more  than 
Roman  firmnefs,  the  daily  farcalms  of  his  political  adverfaries.  He 
was  told  by  Mr.  Fox  that  the  lad  three  days  of  his  political  exillencc 
were  the  mod  aftive  of  his  w'hole  adminiltration-^his  lordihip  made 
no  reply.  When  iVlr.  Fox  atlirmed  that,  bad  as  he  had  conceived  the 
hate  of  the  country  to  be  before  his  entrance  into  office,  he  found  it 
infinitely  worfe  upon  examination — Lord  North  was  filciu.  He  was 
accufed  by  Mr.  Fox,  at  various  times,  of  negled,  inattention,  extra¬ 
vagance,  and  a  Jong  et  cetera  of  omiffions  and  commiffions;  but  he 
bore  the  torrent  of  eloquence  with  a  temper  that  united  all  moderate 
men  in  his  favour.  Many  men  differed  as  to  his  merits  and  demerits 
as  a  miiulter ;  but  his  patriotic  condud  in  the  fummer  of  17S2  was 
univerfally  applauded.  Even  Mr.  Burke’s  violence  paffed  unheeded. 
That  gentleman  athrmed,  on  the  lalt  day  but  one  of  the  fellion,  that 
fuch  was  his  bad  opinion  of  Lord  Shelburne,  he  ffiould  not  be  fur- 
prifed  if  he  were  to  attempt  to  call  the  late  miniffer  (Lord  Nort!i) 
pack  to  power ;  hut  that  the  nation  ^culd  not  bear  it.  W  ho  the  tempter 
was.  Sir  Richard,  who  vifited  his  lordihip  and  Mr.  Fox  a  few  months 
after  thefe  violences,  I  know  not;  but,  by  bringing  them  for  a  Ihoit 
time  into  the  garden  of  Eden,  he  totally  ruined  them  in  the  public 
opinion,  as  men  ading  upon  *  general  principles ;’  and  they,  in 
common  with  common  men,  mull  be  judged  hereafter  by  their  adions, 
not  by  their  profelfions. 

*  Do  not  fuppofc  that  I  believe  it  impoffiblc  for  men  who  have  oc- 
cafionally  differed  in  parliament  to  ad  together  for  the  public  fer- 
vice.  If  it  were  fo,  the  public  bufinefs  could  not  be  carried  on ;  fince, 
in  the  general  courfe  of  things,  all  public  men  muff  at  times  change 
from  the  trealury  to  the  oppofition  bench  ;  but  the  dift'erence  between 
Lord  North  and  Mr.  Fox  was  fo  much  a  difference  upon  principle, 
that  they  could  not  unite  without  giving  up  every  pretenlion  to  prin¬ 
ciple.  Mr.  Fox  was  a  whig;  Lord  North  was  a  tory.  Mr.  Fox 
was  the  man  of  the  people ;  Lord  North  w^as  the  miniffer  of  the 
crown/ 
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By  way  of  apology  for  dwelling  longer  upon  Mr.  Sheridan’s 
treatife  than  that  of  his  antagoiiift,  we  mult  fay,  with  Milton 
in  his  defence  of  art  and  lludy,  ‘  In  re  mediocriter  iaudanda  maxime 
‘  elucere  vim  chquentia.^ 


FOREIGN  LITERATURE. 

Art.  XII.  Memoir c  pour  le  Peup!e  Francois. 

Art.  XII.  Memorial  in  Favour  of  the  Commonalty  of  France* 
Second  Edition^  revifed  and  corrected.  8vo.  76  Pages.  1788. 

SINCE  the  French  government  has  tolerated  the  publication 
of  writings  on  political  fubjects,  the  prefs  conftantly  teems 
with  pamphlets,  twenty  fometimes  appearing  in  a  day.  Some  of 
them  breathe  a  fpirit  of  freedom  that  would  do  honour  to  a 
I  land  of  liberty;  and  the  tendency  of  all  is  to  point  out  the  ne- 
cellity  of  a  reform  in  the  government.  Of  all  that  have  yet 
engaged  the  attention  of  the  public,  none  has  been  more  de- 
I  fervedly  noticed  than  the  work  before  us.  It  is  the'produiiion 
of  M.  Corutti,  who  was  formerly  of  the  order  of  Jefuits,  and 
who  was  charged  by  that  fociety  to  make  their  apology  at  the 
time  of  their  fappreHion.  He  now  defends  a  better  caufe,  the 
rights  of  the  commoners  of  France  againft  the  pretenfions  of  the' 
nobility  and  clergy.  Bpld  without  licentioufnefs,  and  vigorous 
without  violence,  his  ftyle  neither  rifes  to  the  flighty  vehemence 
of  declamation,  nor  finks  to  the  level  of  common-place.  He 
fhews  that  many  of  the  privileges  of  the  nobility  and  clergy 
are  derogatory  from  the  purpofes  of  their  inftitution.  Though 
the  chain  of  reafoning  in  which  he  proves  the  rights  of  the  na¬ 
tion  at  large,  is  highly  forcible,  perhaps  there  is  no  other  of  his 
arguments  that  will  have  fo  much  weight  with  the  two  firft 
orders  of  the  ftate,  as  the  neceflity  of  their  yielding  to  the  cir- 
cumftances  of  the  times.  The  words  of  Ot  way,, 

‘  The  public  Rate’s  a  beggar. 

One  Venetian  trufts  not  another,’ 

may  at  this  moment  be  fairly  applied  to  the  French  nation. 

While  M.  Corutti  points  out  to  the  commoners  that  their 
claims  are  not  only  founded  on  the  principles  of  general  equity, 
but  alfo,  in  many  refpedts,  on  the  ancient  ufages  of  the  mo¬ 
narchy,  be  advifes  them  to  continue  to  urge  them  in  a  firm  but 
peaceable  manner;  obferving,  that  the  people  have  generally  loft 
more  than  they  have  gained  by  having  recourfe  to  arms  in  civil 
diflenfions. 

His  dedication  to  the  memory  of  the  late  dauphin,  father  of 
the  prefent  king,  is  a  model  of  eloquence. 
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Art.  XIII.  FOREIGN  INTELLIGENCE 


METEOROLOGY 


treating  of  the  fcicncc  of  meteorology,  we 
cannot  omit  an  account  of  a  remarkable  eledJ’ricJ  me¬ 
teor  obferved  by  the  Abbe  Hervieu,  profelibr  of  philofophy  at 
Fahife. 

On  the  25th  of  February  lafl,  the  weather  being  very  rainy, 
the  barometer  being  conliantly  at  26  inches  7  lines,  and  the 
wind  due  fouth,  violent  hurricanes  arofe  at  fhort  intervals,  at¬ 
tended  by  very  heavy  fhovvers.  About  half  after  eight  at  night 
the  wind  abated  fuddenl3%  and  what  little  there  was  was  north- 
weft.  The  abbe  was  in  his  chamber,  pretty  near  a  taper,  when 
fo  vivid  a  light  came  in  at  the  window,  that  it  extinguilhej 
that  of  the  taper.  Inquifitive  to  know  whence  it  came,  he 
went  into  the  court-yard,  w’hither-the  curiofity  of  feveral  ftu- 
dents  had  drawn  them,  on  obferving  this  extraordinary  light. 
The  fky,  towards  the  fouth,  was  clear;  at  the  north-weft  it 
was  clouded  ;  the  air  was  extremely  moift,  and  there  fell  a  gentle 
mift.  .Doubting  whence  this  light  came,  the  fpedtators  foon 
(aw  the  fame  phenomenon  repeated,  and  obferved,  in  the  north- 
weft,  flafties  of  lightning  far  more  vivid  than  any  they  had  ever 
feen  before ;  thefe  were  followed,  at  confiderable  intervals,  by 
very  violent  thunderclaps.  In  the  fpacc  of  time  between  two 
flalncs,  they  perceived,  towards  the  lower  part  of  the  church 
St.  Gervais,  to  which  they  were  very  near,  a  pretty  vivid  lights 
On  a  fudden  a  lambent  flame  rofe  and  covered  the  whole  roof  of 
the  chapels  placed  againft  the  tower,  whence  it  inftantly  af- 
cended  to  the  top  of  the  fteeple.  This  phenomenon  might 
have  lafted  two  or  three  feconds ;  and  gave  us  fufficient  time 
to  obferve  it ;  it  firft  difappeared  on  the  upper  part  of  the  fteeple. 
A  light  was  ft  ill  perceived,  although  more  feeble,  on  the  cha* 
pels,  when  behold  a  flafti  of  lightning,  fimilar  to  the  preced¬ 
ing  ones,  and  all  difappeared.  There  was  a  confiderable  interval 
betwixt  this  flafti  and  the  clap  of  thunder  which  followed. 

This  truly  furprifing  phenomenon  was  undoubtedly  caufed  by 
eleftricity;  and  the  direflion  we  faw  it  take  leaves  no  doubt 
but  it  rofe  from  the  earth  towards  the  clouds.  But  why  dif- 
play  itfclf  in  fo  large  a  volume,  and  how  did  it  difeharge  itlclf 

without 
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Art.  XIV.  SUMMARY  of  FOREIGN  SCIENTIFIC 

PUBLICATIONS 

For  the  Month  of  MAY. 


Paris.'  Uefeription  des  Giies  de  Alinerai  des  Forges  et  des  Salines 
des  Pyrenees^  fuivie  d'Ohfervations  fur  le  fer  Maze  et  fur  Its 
Mines  de  Sards  en  Poitou,  Par  Monf  le  Baron  de  Dietrick^ 
Secretaire  General  des  Suiffes  et  Grifons^  See.  Defeription  of  the 
Layers  of  forge  and  faline  Mineral  Earths  in  the  Pyrenees-, 
followed  by.Obfervations  on  poliftied  Iron,  and  the  Mines  of 
Sards  in  Poitou.  By  the  Baron  de  Dietrick,  Secretary- 
General  to  the  Swifs  Nation  and  the  Grifons,  &c*  410* 

2  vol. 

\ 

HIS  work  has  received  the  privilege  and  approbation  of  the 
^  commiflioners  of  the  Academy  of  Sciences  appointed  to 
examine  it. 

Paris.  O^ava  Differtatio  botanica  Erythrcxilon  et  Malpighiam 
compleSienSy  i^-Tabulis  ornata,  Au^ore  Antoni-fofepho  Ca-- 
vanilks.  Eighth  botanical  DilTcrtation,  comprehending  the 
Evythroxilon  and  Malpighia;  ornamented  with  18  Plated.  By 
Antonio- Jofepho  Cavanilles. 

The  Chevalier  de  la  Marck  carried  the  kinds  of  Erythrcxilon 
as  far  as  eight.  This  author  has  added  three  new  fpecies,  one 
of  which,  however3  appeared  to  M.  Marck  to  be  diftinft  from 
this  genus.  Linneus  deferibed  only  nine  fpecies,  Malpighi  and 
Cavanilles  make  them  amount  to  fifteen,  two  of  which  are  taken 
from  the  works  of  d’Aublet  and  Jacquin.  This  diflertation  too 
has  received  the  approbation  and  privilege  of  the’ academy. 

Paris.  ColleSlicn  des  Pa^llons  d* Europe^  iffc,  nouvelle  livraifen* 
Colledion  of  European  Butterflies,  &c.  Publiflied  in  Numbers. 

The  prefent  number,  which  is  very  carefully  executed,  con¬ 
tains  twelve  plates,  and  ends  wdth  the  two  hundred  and  thirtieth. 

Paris.  Annales  de  Chymie,^  ou  Recueil  de  Memoires  concernant  h 
Chymie  et  les  Arts  qui  en  dependent.  Par  M.  M.  de  MorveaUy 
Lavcifier^  Monge^  Bertbclct^  De  Fourcroy^  le  Baron  de  Dietricky 
HaJfenfratZy  et  Adet.  Tome  Premier.  Annals  of  Chemiftry; 
or,  A  Colleilion  of  Treatifes  concerning  that  Science  and  the 
Arts  which  depend  on  it.  The  Authors  as  above.  8vo.  1  voL 

The  refpe£bblc  names  affixed  to  this  work  are  fufficient  to 
teftify  its  value. 

Mayence# 
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Mayence.  Bey tr age  zur  Naturgs  Hifliche  des  Mainzer  landes^  CfTr. 
Memoirs  relative  to  the  Natural  Hiftory  of  Mayence.  By 
M.  Nau,  Profeflbr  of  Finances.  Two  8vo.  Numbers. 

The  author  defcribc^s  with  exa6biefs,  from  his  own  obferva- 
tions,  the  objefts  of  natural  hiftory  he  has  accurately  examined  ; 
explaining,  in  a  fatisfadto^  way,  why  he  differs,  in  fome  re- 
fpeils,  from  his' predecellors.  The  firft  number,  and  thebe- 
ginning  of  the  fecond,  treat  bf  twenty-fix  fifties  \  the  latter  part 
of  the  fecond  comprehends  ampHibii  and  birds.  ' . 

Tubinge.  Beytrage  zur  naturge  Hiftiche  des  Herzog  Thumps 
'  iVirtemberg^  isfc.  A  Traft  on  the  Natural  Hiftory  of  the 
Duchy  of  Wirtemberg,  following  the  Order  of  the  Rivers, 
and  the  Countries  they  water.  8vo.  240  Pages. 

Of  all  Germany,  the  duchy  of  Wirtemberg  is  the.fpot'mofl: 
favoured  by  nature.  In  this  tracl  the  dcfcription  is  accurate  and 
well  detailed. 

Leipfick,  Chemifche  Aneckdoten^  r.  Chemical  Anecdotes, 

8vo.  253  Pages. 

In  thefe  anecdotes  the  author,  M.  Becker,  fupports  the  an¬ 
cient  doftrine  of  chemiftry,  in  oppofition  to  the  attacks  of  the 
new  fchool*. 

•  •  * 

Strafbourg.  Amphibiorum  Virtutis  medicata  Defenjio^  ^De- 
fence  of 'the  medical  Virtue  of  Amphibii  continued;  con¬ 
taining  the  Hiftory  of  the  Seine.  By'  M.  Hermann,  public 
Profeflbr  in  Ordinary  of  Medicine,  &c.  4to.  33  Pages^ 

j  This  continuation  is  ceJmpofed  of  two  fedlions,  in  the  firft  of 
which  M.  Hermann  relates  fuccinftly  the  effect  of  aliments  on 
the  animal .  organifation.  The  fecond  fedlion  treats  bf  aphrb- 
difiacs,  and  contains  the  hiftory  of  tlie  fea  fcinc.  The  author, 
as  a  confummate  naturalift,  deferibes  this  animal,  perfectly ;  and, 
as  an  able,  profeflbr,  leaves  nothing  undetermined  as  to  its  me¬ 
dicinal  properties. 

Hankenhaufen.  Handhuch  fur  Gartenfsgunde  und  angetr-ende 

Botanikery  Manual  or  Catalogue,  arranged  fyftemati- 

cally,  of  2261  Species  of  Seeds  and  Plants,  for  Fruit,  . Flower, 
and  Nurfery  Gaidens.  ,  By  M.  Nuenhahn,  jun.  8vo.  lOO 
Pages.  "  : 

The  names  anil  afrtngernent  are  according  to  the  fyftem  of 
Linneus,  with  a  German  nomenclature.  This  catalogue  has  in 
particuW  tbc  advantage  of  pointing  out  the  means  of  procuring 
^  great  number  of  articles,  at  once  ncceiiary  and  uncommon. 
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'  MISCELL  A  NEOUS* 


Art.  15.’  7*he  Ken,v  Robin/on  Crufoe :  an  tnJlruSllve  and  entertaining 
HtJior)\  for  the  Uje  of  Children  of  both  Sexes  >  Franfated^  from  thi 
French  Embellijhed  <with  Thirty’tnxo^  beautiful  Cuts*  l2mo.  4  vols, 
6s:  Stockdale.  London,  1788. 


The  idea  of  this  book,  the  French  tranflator  obferves,  is 
taken  from  BouiTeau,  who,  in  his  Emilius,  fays,  *  iVlighr 
there  not  be  found  means  xo  bring  together  fo  many  leflbns  of  inllruc. 
lion  that  lie  fcattered  in  fo  many  books;  to  apply  them  through  a 
finglc  object  of  a  familiar  and  not  uncommon  nature,  capable  of  en- 
'  gaging  the  imitation,  as  well  as  roufing  and  fixing  the  attention,  even 
at  fo  tender  an  age  ?  If  one  could  imagine  a  fituation,  in  which  all 
'the  natural  wants  of  man  appear  in  the  clearell  light  to  the  under- 
'flanding*  of  a  child,  and  in  which  the  means  of  fatisfying  thefe  wanti 
unfold  themfelves  fiicceflively  in  the  fame  clear,  eafy  manner,  the 
‘lively  and  natural  defeription  of  fuch  a  Hate  fhould  be  the  firll  means 
'  that  !  would  ufe  to  fet  his  imagination  at  work/ 

Purfuing  this  idea,  the  author,  Mr.Campe,  taking  the  chief  pal- 
fages  of  Kobinfon  Crufoe,  omitting  others,  and  adding  fome  of  his 
otvn,  has  produced  a  book  which  may  be  of  confiderablc  ufe  to  chil- 
dren.  Several  of  the  hero’s  adventures,  previous  to  his  ihipwreck  on 
‘  the  defart  ifland,  are  omitted.  *  The  author,  having  placed  him  llier?, 
fays;  ‘  I  have  divided  the  time  of  my  New  Robinfon  Cnifoe’s  remain¬ 
ing  upon  the  ifland  into,  three  periods.  In  the  firll  he  is  all  alone, 
^and  deftitute  of  any  European  tool  or  inftrument  whatfoever,  afiillinj 
himfelf  merely  by  Kis  hands  and  invention ;  in'  order  to  ftiew,  c 
"  the  one  hand,  how  helplefs  man  is  in  a  Hate  of  folitude ;  and,  ca  li  - 
other,  how  much  refleflion  and  perfevering  efforts  can  contribute :: 
the  improvement  of  our  condition.  In. the  lecond  period,  Tgive  him  2 
companion,  on  purpofe  to  ihew  how  much  a  man's  fituation  may  b; 
bettered  by  taking  even  this  fingle  ftep  towards  fociety.  Lallly,  i- 
the  third  period,  a  vefiel  from  Europe  is  fhipwrecked  on*  his  iilir- 
and  gives  him  an  opportunity  thereby  of  providing  himfelf  with  too 
'and  moll  other  articles  neceflary  in  common  life;  in  order  that  i 
young  reader  may  fee  how  valuable  many  things  arc  of  which  wea  * 
"  aocuttomed  to  make  very  little- account,  becaufe  we  have  never « 
pcrienccd  the  want  of  them/  •  .  • 

]  ’  This  New  Robinfon  Crufoe  is  fuppofed  to  be  read  to  his  chiW  ^ 
hy  a  Mr-  Billingflcy ;  ahd  the  fiorv  is  frequently  interrupted  by  - 
'  quellions  of  the  children,  and  by  liis  anfw'Crs  to  fatisfy  their  inqi^ 
lies.  Thus  moral  and  religtous  inftrudlions  are  drawn  from  the 
ddnts  as  they  arife,  and  cnildren  are  taught  what  to  avoid  and  wa 
to  purfue  by  an  exemplar  before  them.  - 
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Art.  16.  ^he  Predejlined  IH/e  \  a  KoveL  i2ino.  5s.  fewed. 

Kirby.  London,  1789. 

Of  novels  that  neither  rife  above  nor  fink  below  mediocrity,  we 
have  only  to  determine  their  tendency  as  to  morals.  As  the  clafs  of 
novel  readers  is  very  numerous,  it  is  highly  necelTary  they  fhould  be 
well  fupplied ;  and  we  recommend  tlie  Predeftined  Wife  as  a  pro- 
dudion  in  which  the  hridell  regard  is  paid  to  every  virtuous  and  ge¬ 
nerous  fentiment.  We  have,  indeed,  nothing  to  allege?  again  ft  it, 

I  cepLthat  the  few  new  incidents  it  contains  are  not  very  probable  ;  but,^ 
as  the  author  found  them  neceffary,  in  order  to  render  the  work  in- 
terelting,  due  allowance  we  hope  will  be  made  for  them. 

Art.  17.  ^eleSi  Speilator  ;  or^  A  SeleSlion  of  Moral  Papers  from 
the  SpeHator.  lamo.  2  vols.  6s.  boards.  Rivingtons.  Lon¬ 
don,  1789. 

Of  the  Spedators,  though,  in  fpiteof  the  change  of  tafte,  cuftoms, 
and  manners,  they  ftill  continue  a  par  lour  ••uaindoua  book,  it  muft.tje 
admitted  there  are  fome  which  feem  to  have  been  the  offspring  of 
a  cloudy  day,  others  a  little  obfolete,  and  a  few  mn  fne  lituris  iegenda. 
The  editor  therefore,  with  much  propriety,  undertook  a  fcledlon 
for  the  ufe  of  the  young  people  under  his  care.  He  profeffes  to  have 
preferred  moral  fubjeds  to  criticifm  and  metaphyfical  inquiries;  yet 
\vc  cannot  help  ranking  among  the  latter  the  arguments  taken  from* 
dreams,  in  favour  of  the  immortality  of  the  foul ;  and  if  it  Ihould  be 
urged  that  Mr.  Addlfoh’s  papers  on  beauty,  novelty,  and  greatnefs, 
have  the  .air  of  criticifm,  yet,  as  they  have  been -generally  thought  the 
heft  calculated  of  any  light  produdion  to  improve  the  tafte  and  judge¬ 
ment  of  young  readers,  we  were  a  little  difappointed  in  not  finding  ‘ 
them  in  the  index.  We  could  lament  alfo  that  the  ftory  of  Hilpa,  the 
antedeluvian  princefs,  _ihould_have  been  omitted ;  but,  in  matters  of 
tafte,  every  compiler  has  a  right  to  his  own  judgment. 

Art.  18.  Retired PUafures  in  Profe  and  Verfe ;  addrejfed  to  the  Lovers 
of  a  Country  Life.  VVith  cccafcnal  Notet  and  IlluJ*rat:ons.  By  George] 
Upright,  E/q.  Author  of  the  Rural  Chrijfian,  fife.  iAcl  410.  2s.  6d. 

.  Stalker.  London,  1787.  .  ..  t 

Whoever  has  perufed  Mr.  Wright’s  Rural  Chriftlan  may  form  a 
tolerable  idea  of  his  Pleafures  in  Verfe  and  Profe.  We  (hall  prefent 
our  readers  with  the  advertifement,  not  only  as  an  account,  blit  as ‘a 
fpecimen  of  the  performance  ;  and  we  congratulate  them  on  thc-op-- 
portunity,  they  will  have  of  taking  breath  at  the  notes,  without  which’ 
none  but  Mr.  Alfcrip  could  get  through  this  period  of  a  page : 

‘  As  many  gentlemen  who  live  in  the  country  may  wi(h  to  knoW' 
how  to  improve  the  calmnefs  and  tranquillity  of  rural  feenes  to  the 
beft  advantage ;  while  others  who  have  been  fuccefsful  in  bufinefs,  or 
are,  by  different  methods,  become  the  heirs  of  riches  and  the  fons  of 
fortune, ' may  be  defirous  of  retiring  from  the  fatigue  and  cares  of 
trade  and  merchandife  into  the  peaceful  abpdes  of  Sylvan  life,  f  to. 
,  .  .  ,  *  eiyoy* 


^  *  A  mariner  who  has  been  a  long  Voyage,  and  weathered  out  many, 
^  ftprm,  is  happy  to  fee  his  native  land,  and  regain  his  defired  port ; 

E  2  fo 
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enjoy  mcntal  ferenity  and  undifturbed  refleftion  ;  ^the  following  trea- 
lift  (chiefly  extra«5led  from  approved  writers)  is  intended  to  allifl  fuch 
perfons  in  filling  up  their  time,  engaging  their  thoughts,  and  excit¬ 
ing  their  attention  to  fubjeds  of  the  greateft  moment  and  importance, 
and  direding'their  views  to  objeds  heavenly  and  divine.* 

^  Thefc  objeds  of  moment  and  importance  arc  fo  retired^  fo  Sylvan^ 
ib  ftafonuble^  fo  religious^  fo  Chrifiian,  fo  ri^ral,  fo  full  of  groves,  re- 
fieHioni.  felicity  alcoves^  cent emplsi ions y  Sec.  that  one  would  almoll 
conceive  theEhglifh  language  afforded  no  other 'exprcflions.  We  could 
have  been  glad  to  have  been  occafionally  relieved  by  fomething  like 
adivc  benevolence,  which  ought  at  leart  to  form  a  part  of  bur.^/x'^« 
occupations,  and  which  our  author  thinks  it  fufficient  now  and, then 
to.glance'at,  inftcad  of  enforcing.  Strange,  among  his  many  felec- 
tions,  w’e  Ihould  find  fo  little  on  this  fubjed  If  this  be  Mr.  Wright’s 
tafle  for  retirement,  we  jliall  leave,  him  to  enjoy  it  unenvied,  and 
think  ourfelves  better  fecured  in  bufy  feenes  than  in  fuch  Sylvan  re¬ 
treats  to  exclaim,  .  ^  ^  ‘ 


‘  *  Here  lull, no’ objeds  for  its  fires  can  gain.* 
See  the  author  in  his  frpntifpiece  and  the  motto : 


Art.  19.  Reveries c  philofophicaly  political^  and  military.  8v.O.  is 
*  \  Hookham.  London,  1789. 

The  man  of  leifure  who  reads  till  he  is  tired,  refumes  his  book  till 
he  is  drowfy,  and  at  lall  lets  it  drop  while  he  fl  retches  himfelf,  may 
not  be  fully  aware  of  the  advantages  of  arrangement  in  compofitions; 
but  we  poor  Reviewers,  while  the  wind  from  our  broken  cafement 
renders  the  light  of  our  foUtaryrulh  oftentimes. deceitful,  are  apt  to 
wilh  for  fame  clue;  to  direft  us  in  o\ir  laborious  rejearches  after  wit  01 
meaning.  Of  .the  Reveries  before  us  we  lhall  only  fay  that  our  au¬ 
thor  dreams  of  commerce  and  war;, of  government,  the  origin  of 
which  he  con  founds ‘with  its  defign;'  of  religion,  every  fed  of  which 
be  advifes  to  be  toleratedy  except  thofe  vv ho  preach  the  dodrines  ot 
the  nationaf  church ; -laft  of  all  we  have  mufic,  whichi  Suddenly 
roufing  our  author  to  what  he  calls  a  waking  dream;  makes  hhn  fancy 
the  genius  of  infrudion  inforoiing  his  vacantfouL  >  The  refult  is  an 
caftern  talc  in  favour  of  the  heir-apparenty  theiapplication  of  which 
a  late  happy  event  has  rendered  unneceffary. 


[•I*: 


fo  a  perfon,  after  the  fatigues  and  labour  of  carrying  on  ap  extenfive 
bufincfs  for  many  years,  may  naturally  wilh  to  retire  from  the  purfuit 
of  riches,'  to  enjoy  them  at  leifure  in  a  quiet  rural  retreat/  * 

'  •  *  Hunting,  ihooting,*  angling,  and  the  like  rural  ainufcments,  arc 
not  particularly  iniillcd  on- in  this  treatife,  as  it  is  principally ‘intended 
to  point  out  and  enforce  the  belt  methods  for  improving  the  tnfnd  in 
the  knowledge  and  pradicc  of  virtue  and  raiidnafdevOtibh  V  leaving 
the  recreations  of  the  bodv'to  every' perfon 's  otvh  chdlce,  only  hinting 
the  propriety  of  rcgulatiag  our  amufcmeius,  whether  in  town  or  coun¬ 
try;  according  to  u»c  didatts  of  huihah^","^ru3cncc,  fobrlety,  and 
rrebt‘reafon.*  .  '  “  .  /'’*  *;  ** 

^  . 


a 


l 
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^^RT.  20.  Conje^vres  on  fome  of  the  Phenomtna  of  the  BaromHerrt  N 
nxhlcb  is  added  a  Paper  on  the  Ittverfion  of  QbjecU  on  the  Retina* 

IS.  Cxcech,  Edinburgh.  1789.  •  :  -  .  »  .  01  a. 

It  is  a* very  general  obfcrvation  that,  though  nothing  is  more  clfjr 
than  to  confute  a  theory,  yet  to  build  a  new  one,  that  ftall  be  ffie 
from  objedibn,  is  a  very  difficult  undertaking.  The  work  befori  us 
is  a  ftrong  proof  bf  the  truth  of  this  pofition. 

In  the  firlt  part  of  the  work  we  are  told  that  if  the  variatibns  bT 
the  barometer  arife  from  the  increafed  elafticity  or  gravity  of  the  air, 
we  are  dill  to  look  for  the  caufes  of  thefe.  All  this  has  been  long 
ago  admitted,  and  that  there  are  certain  difficulties  yet  unfolved  rc; 
lative  fo  the  variations  of  the  mercury  by  atraofpherical  preffure. 

Dr,  after  (hewing  that  all  the  caufes  of  wluch  we  can  form 
any  idea  would  be  more  uniform  than  what  we  obferve,,propofes  one 
in  every  refpedl  liable  to  e^ual  objedion.  He  fupppfes  the  increafed 
gravity  of  the  air  to 'arife  from  an  increafed  quantity  pf  it,  which^he 
attributes  chiefly  to  the  procefs  of  vegetation  ;  and  its  diminution 
to  the  evolution  of  phlogifton,  which,  combining  with  puicair,  is 
condenfed  into  w  ater.  If  ho  other  caufes  operated,  it  is  obvious  this 
procefs  would  be  as  uniform  as  the  generally  .received  theory ;  but 
as  our  author  admits  the  variations  of  winds  and  temperature  will 
have  great  influence, in  modifying,  this  principle  of  augmentation  and 
diminution  in  the  air,  we  find  ourfelves  as  much  at  a.lofs  as  ever  for 
the  caufes  of  tliefe  variations,  on  which  the  whole  Tyftem  feems  to 
depend.*  ’  '  ‘  , 

la  the*  othjer  paper  we  have  an  inquiry  by  what  means  the  mind 
becomes  fenfible  of  the  real  (iiiiatlbn  of  objects  w4iich  appear  inverted 
bn  the  retina  ?  This  our  author  accounts  for  by  fuppoung  an  inflan- 
taneous  comparifon  in^the  miad  of  every  object  with  its  relative  iitu<f 
aiioa.  to  the  furface  of  the  earth.  If  this  be  the  cafe,  the  judgment  ii 
fixed  at  f6*’early  an  age,  that  it  is  impoflible  to  trace  the  prowefs  of 
our  ideas  on^the  fubjeft.-  It  is,  however,  ihoft  probable  that  the  pic¬ 
ture  we  have  feen  on  the  retina  is*  dift'erent  from  .thV  impreffion  con¬ 
veyed  to.  the  mind,  btherwife  adults,  who  have  been  cured  of  conge¬ 
nital  catarafte,  would  have  difeovered  Tome  doubts*  w  hether  a  ’mai\ 
flood,  on  his  head  or  his  heels.  From  the.  moil  authentic ^^meinojTs 
no  fuchs  (difficulties  have  occurred,  though  the  patlenis  have  had  ih) 
clear  conceptions  of  difiances,  perfpeftive,  &c.  ^ 

Art.  21.  ,  ^he  Nature  and 'Utility  of  the  Court  of  Requefs  ^feribe^^f 
by  Hutton^  ,  8^0.  6s.  boards.  Hookhatn.*  London,  1789^  ’ 

.  ipj  i  '  •  '  ^  iff 

In  this  ufeful  performajace.  we  have,i  firft,  the  hiftory  of  the  C9Uf^ 
of  Requefls  in  Birmingham^  which  is  traced  .with  great  exai^nefs.! 
but,  as  our  author  acknowledges  his  fond  partiality  to  a  darling 
we  are  ready  to  excufe  his  prolixity  while  we  admit  the  julbce  and 
propriety  of  his  remarks.  '  ' 

The  fame  miift  be  faid  of  the  ninety-nine  cafes  which  follow,  many 
pf  which  are  interefting,  and  contain  very  ufeful  information  for  the* 
judges  of  thefe  very  valuable  tribunals.  On  which  account  w’C  did  not 
ourfelves  wearied  with  the  long  introduftion  to  fomc  of  the  ob- 

£  X  vious 


/  'idly.  That] 
^adful  cruelties 
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vious  remarks  on  others,  or  the  circumllantial  exaflnefs  with  which 
many  are  related.  The  author  acknowledges  the  pleafure  with  which 
he  rides  his  hobby;  and  it  were  much  to  be  wilhed  all  public  buii- 
cefs  were  tranfaded  with  as  much  alacrity.  Wc  theretorc  recom¬ 
mend  this  well  intended. production  to  all  fuch  as  wifh  for  informa¬ 
tion  in  adminiftering  julllce  in  thefc  valuable  inllitutions,  and  dcfpair 
not  to  fee  their  jurifdidiou  extend  in  proportion  .to  the  decreafed  va¬ 
lue,  of  money  in  this  opulent  kingdom. 


P0;.1TICAL. 


A  R  T.  22^  A  Second  Letter  from  Major  Scott  to  Mr  Fox,  containing  the 
fnal  Deeijion  cf  the  G on: trnor -General  and  Council  of  Bengal  on  the 
Charges  brought  againji  Rajah  Deby  Sing,  8vo,  is.  Stockdalc. 
London;  1789. 

In  this  Letter  Major  Scott,  upon  the  authority  of  inconteftible 
edeuments  lately  arrived  from  tHe  Eaft-Indies,  confirms^  in  the 
flfohgcll  manner,  what  he  had  advanced  relative  to  Deby  Sing,  in  his 
former  Letter  to  Mr.  Fox,  of  which  we  gave  an  account  in  our  Re¬ 
view  for  May  laft.  ‘  < 

*  '  M  can' now  affirm  with  confidence,*  fays  the  major,  *  that  the  fol¬ 
lowing  fads  are  fully  proved : 

^  ift.  That  Mr.’Haftings  did  not  originally  appoint  Deby  Sing  to  be 
farmer,  or  fecurity  for  Rungpore  and  Dinagepore,  and  that  Mr.  Burke 
had  clear  evidence  upon  this  point  when  he  fpoke  laft  year  in  Well- 
xninfter-^ll.  ; 

,  idly.  That  when  the  infurredion  in  Rungpore  broke  out,  and  an 


,  idly.  That  when  the  infurredion  in  Rungpore  broke  out,  and  an 
inauiry  into  the  caufes  of  it  was  ordered^  Mr.  Haftings  himfelf  pro- 
pdlcd  the  removal  of  Deby  Sing,  from  a  convidion  that  ho  fair  inquiry 


innocent  of  almoft  all  the 


mputed 


*  4ihly,  That  the  moft  dreadful  of  the  cruelties  Imputed  to  him  had, 
to  iifc  Mr.  Shore^s  expreflion,  no  exiftence  whatever. 

And,  fifthly.  That,  if  the  whole  had  been  true,  to  the  utmoft  ex¬ 
tent  of  Mr.  Burke’s  original  relation,  it  .would  be  im'poflible  for  the 
ingenuity  or  rn^ice  of  man  to  impute  the  flighteft  blame  upon  Mr. 
Haftings,  or  to  make  him  a  participator  in  the  crimes  of  which  Deby 
Sing  was  accufed.’ 

V  Major  Scott  afterwards  fupports  his  aflertions  with  copies  of  au- 
thchtic  documents,  which  admit  of  no  doubt  or  conira[didi6h  ;  and, 
with  all  the  animated  zeal  which  has  fo  peculiarly  diftingiilflied  his 
eicertions'  in  the  caufe  of  Mr;  Haftings,  he  applies'-the  whole, 
triumphantly,  to  the' exculpation'  of  that  great  ;tnd  perfecuted-go< 
tremor, 
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DIVINITY  AND  CON  TILOVERfY.  ' 

-  i  ... 

Art.  23.  ^Letter  to  the  7efws;  *iujih  cccajipnal  Remarks  on  a  late 
Addrefi  to  the  fame  from  Dr,  Friefiley,  By  a  Layman,  8vp.  .6d. 
Walter.  London,  1789. 

The  writer  of  this  Letter  conceives  that  the  Jews,  though  converted 
bv  Dr.  Priellley  5  Letter,  will  be  as  far  from  Chriitianity  as  ever, 
unlefs  they  believe  the  prc-exiftence  of  our  Saviour.  Perhaps  it  may 
be  as  well,  in  this  as  in  moft  other  fciences,  to  begin  with  the  molf 
fimple  proportions,  and  gradually  proceed  to  the  more  complicated; 
that  is,  after  the  Jews  are  become  Socinians,  introduce  to  Ariaulfm, 
and  then,  if  you  can,  make  them  Athanaixans. 

Aware,  however,  of  the  poflibility  of  the  Jews  rejeftlng  every 
;  thing,  from  this  difference  .of  the  Chriltians  among  themfelves,  the 
author  very  properly  advifes  them  to  read  the  fcriptiires,  and  form 
their  own  opinions.  After  this,  adverting,  to  the  prefent  calamitous 
fituation  of  God's  once  chofen  people,  he  endeavours  to  convince  them 
all  their  prefent  mifeties  arife  from  their  rejedting  the  gofpelr 
,  .The  author  certainly  means  well;  but  there  is  neither  novelty  nor 
force'in  his  arguments. 

Art;  24.  A  Letter  from  a  Lady  to  her  D aught on  the  Manner  of 
'paffing  Sunday  rationally  and  agreeably ,  8vo.  is.,  .  Marlhal.  Lon- 
•  '  don,  1789.  ‘ 


This  petty  performance  is  profeffedly,  intended  as  a  fupplement  fb 
Thoughts  on  the  Manners  of  the  Great,  It  is  evidently*,  however;  by  a 
different 'and  much  inferior  writer.  In  it  we  look  in  vain  for  that 
fhrewdnefs  of  remarkv  that  acutenefs  of  reafnning,  that  delicacy  m 
the  accommodation  both  bf  fentiment  and  language  to;  the  feelings 
of  the  gay  and  falliionable,  and  that  intimate  acquaintance  with  the 
foibles  moft  prominent  in  high  life,  which  diftinguilh  the  Thod^its. 
But  the  attempt,  however  weak,  is  evidently  well  meant,  and  me- 
riu;bjth  attention  and  encouragement.  The  duty  of  fteadily’Trc- 
quenting'  the  public  worfhip  of  God;  and  otherwife^fpending  the 
fabbath  in  exercifes  of  piety  and  benevolence,  is  here  earneftly  in¬ 
culcated..  And  happy  were  it  for  moft  ladies  in  this  country,^  an4' 
particularly  in  the  metropolis,  that  their  time  were  hot  wbrfe  enr- 
ployed  than  habitually  attending  the  church  themfelves,  and  exciting 
others  to  follow  their  example. 

Art.  25.  Sfribtures  on  T^juo  Difeourfes  hy  S****/  C****r,'' />,  jD. 
occafioned  by  the  Death  of  his  eldejl  Daughter,  Dedicated  to  the  'Right 
Ren},  Fatlnr  in  God,.LiioiSf  Lord  Bifhop  of  the  Diocefe,  izmo.  it. 
Kearfley.  London,  1789. 


Vi* 


The  dedication  firft  tells  us  that  the  author  has  no  permiflion  toin- 
feribe  his  work  to  my  lord  the  bifhop.  1  he  reft  of  it  is  taken  up,  con¬ 
trary  to  the  ufual  mode  of  dedications,  in  acquainting  his  lordfbip 
there  are  people  as  good  as  himfelf.  This  gives  our  author  an  oppor¬ 
tunity  of  b.^giauing  his  ilildurcs  before  he  hmfhes  his  dedication. 
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The  preface  contains  a  few  knonjolng  aphorifms,  involved  in  fome 
rather  abllrufe  dcdudions:  '  ‘ 

*•  It  is  not  the  lot  of  cv try  author  to  fhoclc  the  prejudices  of  the 
learned  and  unlearned  vulgar,  even  if  that  author  depids  only  his  owa 
thoughts. 

^  But  where  an  author  controverts  opinions,  eftablifhed  upon  long 
and  well-founded  experience,  he  muft  not  be'furprifed  if  the  pen  of 
criticifni  is  aimed  at  his  work. 

,  ‘  Confeious  reditude,  and  the  purfuit  of  truth,  where  they  are  the 
uniform  intention  of  any  individual  (hi  the*  fmall  fphere  of  my  ob- 
fervation),  fo  far  from  being  the  occafion  of  cenfure,.  however  dif. 
cordant  the  opinions  of  mankind,  have  generally  claimed  deferved 
applaufe,  without  the  puff  of  dedication,  or  the  bullying  manoeuvre 
of  a  pompous  preface.  . 

‘  1  hofe  who  wifti  to  impofe  on  the  world  their  contempt  of  envy 
and  malice,  ahvays  fmart  moft  feverely  under  the  pen  of  the  fatyrift/ 
The  defign  of  the  work  is  to  convince  ^e' writer  of  the  difeourfes 
how  little  his  daughter’s  death  and  many,  amiable  virtues*  will  concern 
the  public.  In  illultradng  which,  have  an  account  of  a  clergy-;- 
ipan,  whofr  name  is  not  mentioned,  and.  who  lived  we  are  not  told 
where,  that  loll  a  daughter,  who  is  namelefs  alfo ;  with  an  exaft  dc- 
fcripiion  of  the  manner  in  which  the  good  man  bore  his  lofs.  The 

error  of  Dr.  C -  was  in  preaching  and  publilhing  one  or  two 

difeourfes  upon  his  daughter,  wherein  (he  is  reprefented  as  a  mortal 
ahfclutely  perfeSl,  The  do(5lof’s  vanity  furely  carried  him  beyond  the 
bounds  of  judgment.’in  this  inlVancef  But,  whatever  may  be  the  merit 
of  the  Difeourfes,  they  are  not  likely  to  fuffer  much  by  thefe 
Stritlures.  .... 


Art.  26.  Remarks  on  the  Bijhop  of  Exeter* Sy  and  alfo  on  Dr.Hehcr^ 
den  s  Interpretation  of  the  Prophecy  of  Haggai^  *  8vo.  i  s. 

London,  178*9.  ’  ,  , 


-  A  tedious  argument  on  the  conftru^ion  of  an  Old  Teftament  pro. 
phccy,  which. is  a  fpecies  of  polcmKal  difculfion  very  uninterefting, 
we  prefumc,  to  molt  readers.  The  author,  however,  treats,  the 
learned  interpreters  with  whom  he  differs  refpcdfully ;  and  ihougli 
we  think  the  nature  of  his  fubje^t  leads  him  occafiohally  to  cavil  about 
words,  as  it  involves  much  verbal  critkifm,  he  difeovers  confiderable 
powers  of  eloquence,  and  writes  on  the  whole  with  the  liberality  of 
a  fcholar  and  the  manners  of  a  gentleman.  .  /  •  . 


Art.  27.  A  Letter  to  the  Patrons,  T^rufeeSy  lAc*  of  thejCharity  Schools  * 
8vo.  IS.  6di  Turner.'  London,  .'1789.'  ' 

The  author  recommends  a  mere  efficacious  mode  of  educating  the 
xhUdren  of  the  poor  than  any  other  hitherto  adopted.  ’  His  plan  is  to 
ta!<e  the  entire  charge  both  cf  their  fupport,  their  education,  and 
their  morals,  by  converting  our  feveral  charity-fchools  into  fo  many 
academies,  in  which  the  children  would  be  always  under  the  eye  of 
the  maiier,  and  by  that  means  prevented  from  imbibing  the  profli¬ 
gacies  which  abound  in  our  llrcets^  and  to  which  they  are  at  preienc 

.  .  '  ‘  ’  expofed. 
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cxpofed/  We  have  only  to  lament,  in  the  name  of  ih^  liberal  an4 
humane,  that- the  prodigious  expence  of  the  feheme  renders  the  prac¬ 
ticability  of  it  peculiarly  problematical- 


Art.  28.  J  Defnice  of  the  F  rot  eft  ant  Clergy  in  the  South  of  Ireland y  in 
AnOwer  to  the  Charges  againft  them  contained  in  the  Right  Hon,  Henry 
•  Grattan  5  Speecha  relating  to  Tithes,  Isfc.  8vo.  2S,  Robfon  and 
-  Llarke.  London,  1789. 


The  various  points  controverted  in  this  pamphlet  can  be  of  little 
confequence  to  readers  4  :v<h is  fide  the  water.  And  to  comprehend 
them  properly,  wouM  require  an  intimate  acquaintance  with  almoll 
the  whole  internal  policy  of  the  filler  kingdom.*  For  the  quefiion 
here  difeufTed  has  agitated  tlie  clergy,  the  laity,  and  the  legiflature, 
of  Ireland  above  a  century.  Indeed,  tithes  have  ever  been  the  great 
bone  of  contention  fince  they  were  adopted  as  part  of  our  ccclefi- 
alHcal  conllitution.  And  it  is  likely  they  will  always  be  corifidered 
as  a  grievance,  both  by  the  landlord  and  the  -tenant.  'Our  anony-^ 
iiious  author  derives  no  aid  from  the  brilliancy  either  of  his  diftion 
or  his  wit  in  their  behalf ;  but  he  oppofes  fads  to  Mr  Gfattan^s 
bratory;  detects  the  mifreprefentations  of  a  glowing  fancy  by  dif- 

E‘)affionate  inveftigation,  and  appeals  from  the  fafeination  of  eloquence 
6  ftatements  which  cannot  be^miftaken.  I'he  pamphlet  is  very  in^ 
corredly  printed,  ‘ 


Art*  29.  A  letter ^  to  Jofeph  Prie/lley^  on  the  Subje3  of  hie 

•  '  late  Letter  to  the  Right  Hon,  H  ill i am  Bitty  and  tg  the  Dean  of  Can* 
ierbury,.'  To  ^vhich  is  added  a  Dfeourfe  on  the' natural  Q'tnne.xion  of 
ci^il  and  eccleftafiical  Eftablijhments,  B\  the  Rev,  John  Waltd^s, 

.  Mafter  of  Ruthin  Schools  and  late  FeUowofJefus  College  y  Oxford,  8  VO*. 
2$.  Rivingtons.  Londpnj  1789.  '  *  ‘ 


This  is  a  letter  of  earneft  expollulatlon  with  Dr.  Priellley .  on  mift* 
application  of  talent,  his  extreme  affedlation  of  fingularlty  and  para¬ 
dox,  the  vanity  and  impotence  of  all  his  attempts  to  overturn  the 
Church  of  England,  and  the  peculiar  temerity  which  dillinguifhea 
his'tenets  and  his  reafoning.  And  of  all  the  advocates  for  our  reli¬ 
gious  eftablifiiment  which  have  attacked  this  redoubted  champion  of 
Ichifm  and  Socinus,  Mr.  Walters  is  perhaps  the  moft  fpirited,  the  moll 
fanguine,  and  the  molt  clafiical  and  eiegarit.  The  arguments,  afler- 
tions,  and'  -affumptions  of  his  antagonill,'  he  has  thc'addrefs  to  render 
ridiculous.  And  however  the  dodor  and  his  friends  may  treat  a  tc- 
monllrance  which  they  cannot  but  feel,*  our  author's  wit  and  farcafm 
are  of  fuch  a  fpecies  that  none  of  the  party  will. venture  to  retort.  To 
this  Letter  is  added  ah  aflize  fermon,  in  which  the  natural  alliance  be¬ 
tween  church  and  Hate,  or  the  mutual  dependence  which  fubfifts  be¬ 
tween  la^  and  religion,  is  iiated  and  illullrated  with  precifion  and 
flegance.  •. 
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Akt.  30*  '  A  Lett et‘  to  Dr,  Prujlley,  By  Wtlliam  HunUr>  A.M,  Reffor 
•  St i  Aon,  Limeooufe,  and  lute  Felltmo  of  Breyen-Ko/e  College,  Oxford. 

evo.  IS.  Wilkie.  London,  1789.  * 

Mr.  Hunter,  though  by  do  means  one  of  Dr,  PrielUey's  mod  for¬ 
midable  antagonills,  enters  very  warmly  into  the  cqnteft,  and. endea¬ 
vours  ibmetimes  to  reafon  and  fometimes  to  laugh  the  dodor  out  of 
his  prejudices.  His  language,  however,  is  often  vulgar,  and  net  un- 
frequcatly  perplexed.  'I'he  bell  caufe*  unfortunately  fulFers  by  un- 
ficiiful  advocates.  Happily  our  religion,  as  eftabliihed  by  law,  hath 
fome  of  the  ableft  writers  in  its  favour  that  this  or  any  age  or  country 
ever  produced:  There  is  confequently  the  lefs  need  of  their  alfillance 
who  arc  not  qualified  to  do  it  any  fervice. 

Art.  31  •  A  Letter  to  the  Reu.  Dr,  Brief  ley.  By  an  Undergraduate, 
8vo.  IS.  Rivi..grons.  Lonaon,  1789. 

This  conted  exhibits  fomething  like  that  which,  in  facred  flory, 
took  place  bmveen  David  and  Goliah,  where  a  giant  incomplete  ar¬ 
mour  was  doornecl  to  Gli  by  the  hand  of  a  naked  liripling.  Thedodor 
having,  with  his  ufual  condefcenfion,  offered  to  condudl  the  theolo¬ 
gical  nudies  of  the  young  gentlemen  in  the  univerfity  of  Oxford,  in 
this  letter  one  of  them  acknowledges  the  obligation  in  the  name  of  the 
reft,  and  afligns  rcafons,  fufficiently  mortifying  to  the  doclor,  for  de¬ 
clining  his  fervice.  Our  undergraduate  confiders  the  doftor’s  noilrums 
rather  as  objeds  of  derlfioii,  than  propbfitions  meriting  a  ferious  con¬ 
futation.  He  endeavours  to  make  both  himfelf  and  his  readers  merry 
with  many  of  thofe  important  difeeveries  and  philofophy  which  have 
fo  long  menaced  the  peace  and  fafety  of  oar  eftablifhment.  He  al¬ 
leges  the  dodor,  w^ho  would  teach  others,,  needs  himfelf  to  be  taught ; 
that  his  creed  is  wholly  niegative ;  that  the  religion  he  profeffes  is  a’ 
religion  without  a  faviour  and  a  fandifier ;  that  he  allows  fixed  air  in 
the  natural  world,  but  deprives  the  moral  of  all  fixed  principles ;  that 
a  verfe  or  chapter  of  an  evangelift,  or  even  an  apo/lle,  not  in  unifon 
with  his  hypothefis,  is  to  be  rejeded  ;  and  that,  as  his  fyilcra  admits 
of  no  human  foul,  he  has  philofophy  enough,  and  may  foon  find  it 
convenient  to  rid  hirnfejf  and  the  fpecies  of  futurity  and  a  refur^ 
re&ion. 

•  f  •  .  > 

■  -  — —  II I  .  ■■■I  '  li  1 

For  the  ENGLISH  REVIEW. 

;  N  ATI  O  N  A"  L  A  F;F.A  I  RS  ; 

For  J  U:;L  Y,  1789;* 

INTRODUCTIOK.  ^ 

H  E  event  that  has  diftinguifhed  this  month  will  long  dif- 
tinguilh  it  among  months  and' years,  and  form  an  era  in 
the  ann^s  of  hiftory.  It  is  nccdlefs  to  mention  that  it  is  the 

REVOLUTION  IN  FRANCE 

to  which  we  alhide;*^  revolution,  the  greateft  that  was  ever 
efFccled  in  fo  cafy  a  manner.  Men  of  rerieclion,  when  they  at¬ 
tended 
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tended  to  what  was  daily  paffing  there,'  the  free  and  bold  con- 
verfation,  and,  if  poflibl^  ftill  freer  writings  of  the  French 
nation,  to  the  meeting  of  the  notables,  the  remonftrances  of  an 
exiled  parliament,  and  the  convention  of  the  ftates-gencral,  fore¬ 
told,  without  much  hefitation,  that  a  new  order  of  affairs  'mull 
take  place  among  our  enlightened  and  fpirited  neighbours ;  yet 
few,  perhaps  none,  imagined  that  the  French  monarchy  could 
die,  or,  lhall  we  fay,  migrate  into  another  ftate,  without  more 
violent  pain  and  convulfton.  This  euthanafia^  or  rather  this  eafy 
metempfyehofts^  evidently  fprung  from  that  general  unanimity  on 
the  great  uibjeft  of  difeuffion,  which  pervaded  all  ranks  and  or¬ 
ders  in  the  widely  extended,  yet  compadled  kingdom  of  France* 
Had  that  nation  been  divided  in  their  fentiments,  the  invincible 
fpirit  of  liberty  would  have  prevailed,  but  nf)t  without  a  Ifruggle. 
The  majefty  of  the  people  (hone  forth  with  a  fplendour,  at 
which  the  inferior  principalities  and  powers  in  the  llate,  like  the 
ftars  before  the  rifing  fun,  hid  their  diminilhed  heads.  The 
reigning  monarch  perceived  the  dignity  and  acknowledged  the 
authority  of  a  greater  chief.  His  guards,  at  his  nod,  re¬ 
tired  from  the  prefence  of  a  force  before  which  they  feemed  to 
be  nothing  more  tlian  a  vain  mockery.  He  did  homage  to  the 
pretenfions,  and,' in  acknowledging  himfelf  the  fervant,  proved 
'himfelf  the  father  and  the  jutt  fovercign  of  his  people  ! 

Though  great  allowances  are  to  be  made  to  a  difference  of 
circumftances,  it  is  difficult  to'abftain  from  making  a  conipa- 
fifqn  of  the  condu£l  of  Lewis*  the  Sixteenth  of  France  with  that 
of '  Charles  the  Firft  and  James  the  Second  of  England  in  fimilar 
fituations.  It  was'  neither^  fo  obftinate  as  that  of  the  former, 
nor  fo  precipitate  as  that  of  tne  latter  ;  it  was  a  medium  betw^n 
both.  The  King  of  France  endeavoured  to  mediate  between 
the  privileged  orders,  and  the  great  body  of  the  people ;  but 
when  the  fortune  of  the  latter  appeared  evidently  to  prevail,  he 
did  not  pr^ong  an  unequal  conteli ;  he  did  not  retreat  into  Spain 
or  Naples’,  to  move  the  other  branches  of  the  houfe  of  Bourbon 
againft  liis  fubjeils ;  at  a  crifis  when  ideas  of  flight  might  have 
not  only  been  fuggefted  by  the  pride  of  power,  but  even  urged 
by  fear,,  he  embraced,  the  generous  refolution  of  committing 
himfelf  into  the  hands,  and  afting  agreeably  to  the  fentiments 
of  his  people.  Had  the  Englifli  princes  acquitted  themfelves  in 
a  fimilar  manner,  at  any  period  before  the  fword  was  drawn,  a 
Stuart  might  ftill  have  fat  on  the  throne  of  Endand, 

‘As  the  eafy  and  quick  tranfition  in  b ranee  from  a  go- 
p  Vernment  purely*  monarchical  to  whatever  new  form  it  may 
I  aflhme,  is  owing  to  a  general  unanimity  on  the  great  fub- 
I  jeft  of  difeuflion,  fo  that  unanimity  was  derived  from  the 
ght  of  learning.  The  people,  when  divided,  are  like  fand 
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that  is^  fcattcrcd  by  every  wind;  united,  tliey  arc  the  bundle 
of  rods  ill  the  fable  which  is  not  to  be  broken.  Vicinity  of 
fituation  and  a  common  caiife,  have,  in  all  countries  and  ao;es, 
given  occalion  to  an  intercourfe  of  minds,  and  a  concert  of 
wills,  that  have  fubverted  the  power  of  tyrants.  In  fmall  re¬ 
publics,  where  the  bulk  of  the  nation  live  together  m  one  large 
city,  as  in  the  republics  of  ancient  Greece  and  modern  Itaiv, 
men  can  compare  their  fentiments,  and  form  their  defigns,  by 
means  of  converfation  ;  but  no  fuch  defigns '  as  have  been 
formed  and  executed  in  America  and  France,  could  be  con¬ 
certed  or  executed  without  tha^t  wide,  regular,  and  conftant 
communication,  which  is  t!ie  reluk  only  of  letters  and  the  art  of 
printing.  The  French  nation,  at  once  enlightened  and  inflamed 
by  inveftigations  of  the  ancient  and  free  conditution  of  the 
Franco-Galli,  and  the  natural  rights  of  men,  and  by  the  ex¬ 
amples  of  other  dates,  darted  into  a  podure  of  refolution  and 
defiance.  Confiding  in  a  juit  caufe,  and  the  vad  fuperiority  of 
their  drength  and  numbers,  they  proceeded  in  their  glorious 
career  with  that  deadinefi,  firmnefs,  and  moderation  of  conduit, 
which  are  wont  to  didinguiih  the  meafures  of  great  and  en¬ 
lightened  dates  from  the  tumults  and  fallies  of  barbarous  infur- 
gents.  The  rude  multitude,  when  they  feel  their  wounds,  like 
the  blind  Cyclops  in  Homer,  who  gave  vent  to  his  anguidi  and 
defpair  by  tearing  up  trees  and  rocks,  exprefs  their  rage  in  un¬ 
availing  though  deltruftive  ails  of  fury.  The  French  nation 
were  lenfible  of  their  difeafe;  but  theyfaw  a  fafe  and  certain  re¬ 
medy,  and  they  applied  it  with  all  the  art  and  caution  of  (kijful, 
phyheiins.  Had  this  remedy  been  doubtful,  had  the  Parifian  citi¬ 
zens  and  the  troops  at  Paris  been  ignorant  ofthe  fentiments  that 
prevailed  in  the  other  towns,  and  the  other  divifions  of  the  French 
army,  they  would  either  never  have  attempted  the  grand  enter- 
prife  they  have  accompliftied,  or  they  would  not  have  dopped  at 
vbQ  po»\t  pf  jts  ^compliihment.  The  fear  of  a  reverfe  of  for¬ 
tune'  would  have  nouriflred  a  jealoufy  of  all  that  was  princely  or 
pre-eminent  in  the  kingdom.  Idig  times  of  SyiJ4  would  have 
have  been  renewed.  Some  bloody  dictator  would  have  pro- 
(cribed  the  princes  of  the  blood  and  the  nobles'  attaefied  to  tbc 
caufe  of  royalty.  He  would  Iiaye  trembled  to  return  the  fword 
into  its  Iheach ;  he  would  have  found  no  peace  but  in  dedroy- 
ing ;  no  fecurity  but  in  continuing  that  confufion,  conderna- 
tion,  and  horror,  which  he  had  occafioned.  What  tlie  po¬ 
pular,  and  now  happily  triumphant,  party  in  trance  have  uni¬ 
formly'  faid,  done,  and  fufforedj  forms  a  contrad  to  all  this. 
Even  in  the  very  throat  of  danger  and  war,  when  a  number  of 
their  compatriots  had  fallen*  by  the  perfidious  cruelty  of  the  go¬ 
vernor  of  the  liadile,  they  redrainyd  their  refentmei\t'  to  a  few 
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afts  of  juft  feverity;  afts  which  even  the  ftri£left  morality  juf-* 
tified,  and  the  dilates  of  found  policy  declared  to  be  noceflary*  * 
To  have  pafl'ed  over  the  mifcondudl  of  Monf.  de  Launay,  and‘ 
his  principal  inftruments,  with  impunity^  would  have  argued  ti- ' 
midity  and  irrefolution ;  to  have  difeovered  revenge  and  a  thirft 
of  blood,  might  have  occafioned  diftnift  and  alarm,  and  even* 
turned  the  popular  current  of  the  day  into  companion  for  the 
unhappy,  fufferers*.  The  leaders  of.  the  people  aflumed  at  oncey 
and  at  once  exercifed,  the  functions  of  wife  and  juft  Icgiflators 
and  ftatcfmen.  They  gave  an  example  of  what  was  to  be  ap-^ 
prehended  from  rcfiftance  to  the  national  aflembly  on  the  one 
hand,  and  what  from  an  acquiefcence  in  thfeir  views  on  the  other. 
They  punilhed  the  voluntary  inftruments  of  arbitrary  power ;  but 
they  fpared,-as  much  as  polTible,  the  blood  of  their  countrymen. 
They  protected  the  property  of  the  hclplefs  citizens ;  they  re¬ 
lieved,  to  the  utmoft  extent  of  their  power,  the  prefling  wants 
;  of  the  poor,  by  a  ready  and  equal  diftribution  of  corn,  as  well  as 
by  contributions  in  money. 


^  REFLECTIONS. 

.And  here  vve  cannot  but  regret  that  the  Britifti  parliament,  at 
I  a  moment  when  our  neighbours,  and,  if  a'  common  regard  to 
i  liberty  and  the  dignity  and  rights  of  human  nature  may  juftify 
*1  the  appellation,  our  friends,  ftiould  have  refufeJ  fo  fmall  a  fupply 
I  to  the  French  people,  on  the  eve,  or  rather  under  the  adtual 
invafion  of  famine,  as  twenty  thoufand  facks  of  flour ;  a  quan¬ 
tity  little  more  than  the  confumption  of  this  ifland  for  one 
^d4y.  The  price  would  have  purchafed  wheat  for  us  before  it 
H was  wanted,  if  it  fliould  have  been  wanted,  from  fome  other 
^quarter.  But,  even  if  this  ftioiild  not  have  been  the  cafe,  ’the 
granting  or  the  withholding  twenty  thoufand  facks  cf  flour  was 
I  not  a  matter  of  fuch  mighty  importance  as  to  juftify  even  deli- 
fberation  on  the  fubjeeV,  at  fuch  a  crifis  as  that  in  which  it  was 
tdemahded.  The  French  nation^  ftruggling  with  famine  and  ar- 
^bitrary  power,  caft  their  eyes  for  relief  to  England,  a  land 
'.abounding  in  grain,  and  the  very  temple  of  freedoni.  The 
Tnglifti  government  refufes  to  afiift  them  !  Among  a  people  of 
fuch  extreme  fenfibility  as  the  French,  this  might  have  diverted 
^the  odium  of  the  people  from  the  French  to  the  Englifti  court. 
■^Oliver  Cromwell,  for  the  fupport  of  his  fehemes,  enadlcd  that 
every  perfon  within  the  commonwealth  fhould  retrench  one 

nicai  in  the  week  of  his  ufuaJ  allowance  ;  but  to  have  granted 
-  ^  \ 

*  m 

*  Since- the  above  went  to  prefs,  fome  partizans  of  the  court  have 
come  the  unfortunate  vidims  of. popular  rage.  *  Nor  does  tlie'po-^ 
‘-ilar  vengeance  appear  co  be  yet  fatiated. 
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the  fup{Jy  dtaianded  by  the  French  would  not  have  cofl:  the  in¬ 
habitants  of  Great-Britain  the  retrenchment  of  three  meals  in 
the  year ;  a  facrifice  which  all,  we  are  perfuadcd,  would  have* 
made  with  cheerfulnefs.  There  is,  however,  one  advantag^e 
that  will  probably  refult  from  this  unkindncfs  on  our ‘part;’ it 
will  probably  make  us  abftain,  for  fome  'time,  frorh  travelling 
and  fpending  our  money  in  France,  where  our  recent  barbarity 
will  not  foon  be  forgotten.  * 

To  view  the  revolution  in  France  on  all  fidcs,  and  in  con¬ 
nexion  with  all  thofe  objects  with  which  it  is  ftfongly  related, 
would  carry  us  beyond  the  compafs  of  our  ability,  and  ftill  far¬ 
ther  beyond  the  limits  necefTarily  preferibed  to  this  monthly  fpe- 
culation  on  the  prefent  ftate  of  the  world,  particularly  that  pait 
of  it  with  which  we  are  moil  concerned.  We  fhall  confine 
ourfelves,  therefore,  to  a  few  obfervations.  The  fituation  cf 
France,  though  aufpicious,  yet  not  finally  fettled,  will  afford  us 
frequent  opportunities  of  reluming  this  fubje^Sl,  and  of  viewing 
again  and  again,  one  of  the  fublimeft  fpeclacles  that  can  engage 
the  attention  of  man ;  the  efforts  of  a  great  nation  to  vindicate 
and  eftablifh  the  rights,  and  to  exalt  the  dignity  of  our  common 
nature.  In  the  contemplation  of  this  all  national  diftindlions 
are  loft. 

Firft,  The  fpirit  and  tone  of  a  nation,  it  feems,  .may  be 
changed  in  a  very  (hort  fpace  of  time.  'In  the  laft  reign  it  was 
the  common  boaft  of  a  French  gentleman  that  both  ‘  his  pm- 
*  perty  and  life  were  wholly  at  the  devotion  of  the  king.*  This 
was  pride  perverted.  But  the  French  people  are  marked  by  an 
exceffive  fenfibility  of  temper,  which  carries  the  reigning  fpirit 
or  humour  of  the  times,  whatever  it  be,  to  an  extreme.  When 
the  king  is  not  to  be  oppofed  and  pulled  down,  he  is  to  be  adored 
and  deified. 

Secondly,  As  a  very  extraordinary  change  has  happened,  in 
the  prefent  reign  in  the  tone  and  fpirit  of  the  French  nation,  fo 
alfo  a  change  equally  great  has  taken  place  in  that  of  the  French 

fovernment.  It  is  computed  that,  in  the  reign  of  Lewis  the 
iftcenth,  not  lefs  than  twenty  thoufand  perfons  were  unjuftly 
deprived  of  liberty  and  property,  and  many  of  them  alfo  of  their 
lives.  When  the  people  of  France,  about  fourteen  days  age, 
fet  open  the  Baftile,  it  was  found  to  contain  only  four  or  five 
ftate  prifoners  !  *  ' 

Thirdly,  How  often  does  ambition  blindly  labour  for  Its  ov\^ 
downfall?  The  French  court  fent  an  army  to  America,  not 
from  a  regard  to  juftice  and  liberty, .but  for  the  purpofe-ot 
humbling  Great- Britain,  and  exalting  the  relative  power  and 
greatnefs  of  France  on  her  ruins.  They  did  not  forefee  the  re¬ 
fult  of  thofe  new  ideas,  that  new  education  and  way  of  think- 
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uig,  tliat  could  not  but  infenfibly  make  their  way  into  the  army 
aad  nation.  .Was  It  poflible  that  a  large  body  of  men  (hould 
fly  from  one  fide  of  the  globe  to  emancipate  the  inhabitants  of 
part  of  the  other,  without  catctiing  the  generous  flame  of  free¬ 
dom  from  their  new  allies  ?  Was  it  polTible  that  they  ftiould 
not  difeufs  at  home  what  they  fought  for  abroad  ?  At  the  fame 
time  it  mull  be  confeffed,  that  though  we  are  all  of  us  wife 
after  the  event  has  illuftrated  the  caufe  from  whence*  it  fprung, 
few  men  were  aware  that  the  afliftance  afforded  to  the  Americans 
bv  the  French  court  would  involve  the  emancipation  of,  the 
P  rench  people  * ;  and  none  forefaw  that  this  emancipation 
would  follow  fo  clofely  the  example  that  gave  it  birth.  .  Wc 
forefee  fome  effe£ls  of  this  revolution  in  France  in  other  na¬ 
tions  of  Europe.  But  more  will  take  place  than  vyc  can  eafily 
imagine;  and  thofe  we  look  for  may  furprife  us  with  the  abrupt- 
nefs  of  their  arrival.  'Fhe  prefent  generation  may  live  to  fee 
the  Cortez  of  Caftille  and  Arragon  reaflembled  in  Spain.  It 
will  be  difficult  for  the  emperor  to  fubdue  the  liberties  of  the 
Flemings,  or  to  fupprefs  the  recolledlion  of  former  privileges 
among  the  chiefs  of  Hungary  and  the  barons  of  Bohemia. 
Yet, 

Fourthly,  So  wonderfully  are  things  linked  together  in  the 
bufy  and  ever-changing  feene  of  human  of  affairs,  that  the  fame 
conjunfture  that  gave  liberty  to  France,  exalted. and  confirmed 
the  power  of  the  Stadtholder  in  Holland.  France,  exhaulted  by 
the  American  w’ar,  and  agitated  by  internal  dilTenllons,  was  un¬ 
able  to  furnifh  the  ftipulaied  fuccours  to  her  party  in  the  United 
Provinces.  _  The  .patriots  were  ,  therefore  fubdued  by  the 
reigning  fovereign.  And,  as  a  very  ufeful  corollary  from  this 
polition,  it  may  be  obferved,  that  it  is  a  very  dangerous  expe¬ 
dient  for  any  nation  to  truft  to  foreign  affiftance. 

Fifthly,  The  Revolution  in  France,  effected  by  the  co-ope¬ 
ration  of  the  French  guards  with  the  people,  may  quiet  the 
alarms  of  many  fenfible  and  well-difpofed  men  in  England,  on 
the  fubjedt  of  a  {landing  army. 

Sixthly,  There  is  not  a  doubt  but  this  great  revolution  will 
.be  eflablifhcd,  and  placed  beyond  the  reach  of  any  fudden  re- 
verfc  of  fortune.  The  oppofite  pretenfions  and  interells  of  dif¬ 
ferent  province.s  and  communities  in  the  Netherlands,  after 
their  deliverance  from  the  yoke  of  Spain,  were  many  and  great, 
and  for  years  there  was  great  anarchy  and  confufion ;  but  the 
affairs  of  the  Netherlands  were  fettled  at  lall,  nearly  in  their 
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.  The  nation  among  whom  prediflions  of  what  has  happened  were 
pioft  frequent,  was  Spain  •,  a  nation  diftinguiflied  by  jult  fenfe  and 
lagawty. 
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prcfent  form.  What  has  happened  in  America,  before  ouf 
eyes,  needs  only  to  be  hinted  at.  It  was  boldly  predi(fted  that 
the  Thirteen  Provinces,  freed  from  the  prelfure  of  En^^land, 
would  fall  to  pieces  ;  but  behold,  after  many  difficulties  and  de¬ 
lays,  the  Thirteen  provinces  ur.ited,  it  is  to  be  hoped,  for  many 
ages,  in  a  conilitution  very  nearly  affimilatcd ;  and  which,  in  fe- 
veral  inftances,  is  an  improvement  on  that  of  England !  With 
fo  many  examples  of  political  organifation,  and  fuch  knowledge, 
moral  and  political,  the  French  nation  will  undoubtedly  fettle 
their  new  government  without  any  barbarous  appeal  to  arms, 
and  exhibit  the  greateft  leflbn  that  has  yet  been  given  to  the 
world. 

WAR  ON  THE  CONTINENT. 


The  war  between  the  Ruffians  and  Auftrians  on  the  one  part, 
and  the  Swedes  and  Turks  on  the  other,  is  continued  with,  great 
animofity  and  fury.  The  King  of  Sweden  difeovers,  in  the  pro- 
grefs  of  time,  talents  and  refources,  which  he  was  not  known  to 
poflefs ;  and  the  emperor,  on  the  other  hand,  has  betrayed  much 
weaknefs,  to  which  he  was  almoft  univerfally  fuppofed  to  be  fu- 
perior.  The  Sultan  Selim  in  his  perfonal  conduct  revives  a  fe- 
jocity  that  had  for  many  years  been  baniflied  from  the  Sublime 
rPoite  ;  at  the  fame  time,  he  has  the  good  fenfe  of  attempting  to 
•.rouze  the  religious  enthufiafm  of  mulTuImen. 

‘  ^  DENMARK. 

The  declaration  of  neutrality,  amidft  the  contefts  of  the 
North,  on  the  part  of  Denmark,  is  a  matter  of  great  fatisfacboh 
to  all  Britifli  fubjedls. 

•  ,  GREAT-BRITAIN. 

The  prefent  feffion  of  parliament  is  juft  expiring.  The  bill 
that  had  pafled  in  the  Houfe  of  Commons  for  an  annual  thankf- 
‘giving  for  the  Revolution,  has  very  properly,  been  rejected  by 
the»Houfe  ‘of  Lords.  The  multiplication  of  religious  ceremo¬ 
nies  and  commemorations,  of  which  we  have  perhaps  too  many 
•already,  only  tends  to  bring  religion  into  a  greater  and  greater 

ftatc  of  coldnefs  and  indifference. 
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